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§ The judgement of their Reverend # 
- Brethr en i New oe con- 
cerning Nine Pofitions. | 
Written Anno Dom. 16 3 > 


; omnes with their Anfwer thereunto returned, 
% : Anno 1639. 


a And Pe Reply made unto the {aid Anfwer, and fent over 


unto them; ae I Of0- ; 


| Now pul, lithe ( by occafion mentioned i in nthe Epi (Het to. 
‘ the Reader, following in the next page; ) upon the defire of many 
~ may and Gade, Il Miniflers in and about the S City 
of London, wholoye and feeke 
Bt the truth. 


By Simeon Afh, and Wsllian Rathband, 


yr Phefs.21, 
Prove all things « Fold faft that which ss pe 


‘ | To NDON: es eo ee 
ete — Printed for Thomas Vadeyhill. acthe fi on cof the Bible in 


great Wooditreet. 164 3. 
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(JOHN CARTER BROWN.) 


| Have diligently perufed this Reply to the Anfwer sof the Minifters 
of New-England, to the nine Pofitions which 1 have approe 


‘ved, and judge very necefsarie, and feafonable to 
publifhed, Luly the fifth, 1643." 
| James Cranford Re ftor of Chrift 
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Errata. 


athe quotation p.51- 1n fome Copies, the reader isdefired to correct by 


LIGLATAESIOLLBLGG 


ps 22.Marg- read Rome. p.33-line 37 ¥ fociety. p 37-121,7.0f all true Churches: p3rlgi. 
‘payin. p.47 lan rfaith. p 48.t.zorqitia. P- g0-l,31 y.Ordinance. The faulrs efcaped in 


bee Printed, and 


* 


ophers London: 


oe oP | 
' +. 
| : 


Beza de Presb. p.57 17. 


visthe fame. p.6r/25."<Objedion, p.61.1.28. r.were difpenfed. p 64.1 04 c.which wichorks: 
p.67 lac parinne p.67.429.7,therefore to them. p.60128 pwidyChig. ae 


- Confule about the healing of our breaches, which are very inany 


Tothe Reader. © 
Good Reader; : ee 


secsemmesesmes Yon the receipt of the Anfwer returned ufito the Nine Pofitions, 
Io. 2 Si) Mafter Ball moved by the requeft of Brethren, drew up this te- 
sii ply, which upon perufall and joynt approbation, was directed 


Neer unto the reverend Elders of the feverall Churches in New Eng- 
| fand. The Reply fent mifcarrying in the hand, to which it was 
comtnitted, though both Letters and printed Bookes trufted in 


the fame hand were delivered : Hereupon another Copie was 


from New England defired, and accordingly prepared in the yeare following. In 

the meanetime, the Anfwer being rendered to the Preffe, ic was judged more | 
meete to keepe the Reply in readinefle to attend the publifhing ofthe Anfwer, then | 
to part with it in the other way» This intelligence was the lait yeare conveyed in- 

to New England, Gince which time, there hath been an expectation to fee thatin 
Print, which now is ent abroad to open view. By this Relation it is manifeft who 

ate voluntiers, afd who are preffed to come forth as defendants in thefe Controver- 
Fes,  Thefe differences betwixt the loving Brethren of old England and New, 
had not been made thus notorious, ‘f fome who cry up the Church way in New 
England, as the only way of God; had not been forward: to blow them abroad in 
the world. But furely the providence of God is remarkeable in bringing thefe que- 
fions into debate at this tine, when the Minifers of the Gofpell from all the 


Counties in the Kingdome are called cogether by both houfes of Parliament, to 
and dangerous : 


The Copie of this Reply being committed to our cuflodie we are neceflitaced to ap- 
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eare in the publication of it : yet we (hall preface nothing concerning the Trea= 


rife it (elfe, becaufe our known relpefts to the reverendand judicious Author will 


render us partiall,and our teftimony can 

“different Readers will plead fufficiently for their own acceptance.If this difcourfe 
(hall adde any difcovery of light unto chem, who defire a found judgement in the 
our end is obtained, and our prayers an{wered, 


t 


controverlies here agitated; 


who are: » | ! 
Pa gh Thy Servants in and for the truths, 


f 
if 
ti 

# 

X 


¥, 


adde no credit to his works, which withall I 
A 3 The! 


Simeon Afh, | 
WilliamRathband,. aN 


| The Letter of thofe Minifters in England, who requefted to 
know the judgement of their Brethren in New Enoland,in 


as not lawfull to joyne in prayer, or to recervethe Sacrament, where a timed Liturgie is 
ufed. 3. That the children of godly and approved Chriftians, are not to be Raptized un- 
till thetr parents bee fer members of fome perticular congregation, 4. thiat the Parents 
themfelves, though of approved prety are not to be received tothe Lords S. upper snrill 
shey bee admuted as fer members. 5- That the power of Excommuncation, Ge. 1s fo in 
the body of the Church. that what the major part (ball allow, that muft be done- though: 
the Paftors and Governors, and part of the «ffewbly be of another muinde, and peradven- 
‘ture, upow more fub/tantiall reafons. 6, That none areto be admuted as fet. members, 
‘but thzy neuf? promife,not to depart, or remove unlef? the Congregation will give leave. 
7. That a Minifter is loa Minifter toa particular Congregation, that if they dsflake bine. 
|  #nyastly, or leave him, he ceafeth to be a Mimfter.8.That a Minister cannot performe 
any minmsteriall att 1 another ig ongregation, 9.That members of one C ongreg ation may 

mot communicate in another. . 

Thefe and other fuch like (which we omit to reckon up ) are writter and reported ta 
be the common Tenents in New England, which are received with great applanfe, 
wmcuntained with great confidence, and applanded, as the only Church way, wherein the 

| Lordisto be worfhipped. And letters fromNew England have (o taken. with divers 

| 32 many parts of this Kingdome. that they have left our Affemblies becaufe of aftinted 
Litureie, and exconsmunscated them/elves from the Lords Sapper. becaufe fach-as are: 
not debarred from it. And being turned afidethemfelves. they labour to enfnare others, 
tothe griefe of the godly. the fcandall of R cligian, the wounding of their owne. foules (sf 
shey did adviled!y confider the matter) and great advastage of thei, that are wily to 
_  ofpy, and ready to make ufe of all advantages to prejudice the truth, (Beloved brethren ) 
sf you Pood in our places, we are well alfred it world be no fisall griefe unto you, to 
; Seean the people led afide to the difgraceof the Gofpell, upon weake and ground- 


ile imaginations, and inralh and incon fiderate zeale to deale with that which is af Go 


Crws iF it were of man. Andifit be to ng gricfe of heart te-heare that you have changed 
: [os 


A Letter of thefe Minifters in Exgland.&c. 


from that truth which you did profefe, and embrace that for truth which in former times 
ypon found grounds you did condemne as erroneous, we hope you will not be offended. You 
kuow how oft it hath beene objethed, thar Ni on-conformifts.in pratlice are'S eparatifts 172 
heart but that they goecroffeto their ow: palitions, or {nzother the truth for finifler ends. 
They of the Separation boast tha: they ftand upon the Non: conformsfts grounds. A 
vatngloriaus flowrifh and fleight pretence. But both thefe are much courtenanced by your 
fudden change if you be changed. as it is reported How {hall jour brethren bee ablejto 
fand up in tive dcfexce of their innocence, and the uprightneffe of their caufe, when your 
example and opinion (hall be cast tn their d-(h?- ALuft they leave you now, with whom 
they have held fociety ? Ov will you i lead for Separation, which you have condemned as 
rajh and tnconfiderate? You know that thy who have rar this way have fallen into ma- 
nifold divifions, and may not row juftly feare left the fame bef ull jour Some warnings 
you have had already, ad have you rot canfe to feare every day more and more? Errour 
as very frunfull and well (pread apace. ef cracke in the foundation may occafion a wide 
breach in the butlding,where there will not be means,or mind to amend it. Evcperience e= 
very day my tutour us herew. But to ler pale all inconveniences. our requef? tn all 
meRueffe and love is, that if thefe or any of the forementioned opinions be indeed your 
“Lenexts, you would be pleafed to take a [econd review of ‘your grounds. and (end ss your 
Lfrongeft reafons that have fvayed you in thefe matters: and if we fhall find them upon 
due examination tobe [uch as will carry weight we hall be ready to give you the right 
‘hand of fellowfhip ; if otherwsfe you (ball recerve our juft and mode ft animadverfions in 
what we conceive you have erred from the trurh. You will not judge. tf we cannot ap- 
prehend the frengrh of your grounds it tsbecaufe we love not the truth. or bee carryed 
with by-refpetts ( though thefe conceipts prevaile too much : ) Such rigid and har{h cen- 


fares cannot lodge in mecke and humble breafts. Weighty reafen: promote the truth not 
| a4 ey Pp 


unalvifed judging. Tou your felvcs have judged that to be errour. which now you: take 
to be truth when yet you were not blinded with by-refpetts. nor hudwimked your eye s,that 
you might not fee the light. And if jou have juft warrant from God to pull downe whae 
yo have builded, asd to build whatyou have pulled dawne. we defire you would loving- 
Ly and maturely smpare it. for at yet we have Joéne none, which we are not ready to proves 
and \hew by the rule of truth to be too weake to carry any burthen, .. 
~ We adore with you the fulacffe of the § cripture, and we know the.Counfell of the Lord 


| foall and : if you can thew that you walke ti the wayes of God \we.fhall heartily rejoyce 


to walke with you : but if you have turned afide.we (hall earnestly defire that you, would 
be pleafed fertoufly to confider the matter, and Speedtly reforme, what 15 ont of. order, 
Thus not doubting of your favourable interpretation of this our motto. for the prevent- 


| 4n¢ of dt [tratlion, matntenance of peace, and fearching out of the trath, whereby we may 


be diveted to live'to the praife of God the good of hts people, and comfort of our foules, 


- befeeching God to lead and guide #8 into all truth and holineffe, and keepe us blameleffe 
| wtill bis lorions appearance, we re/t 


Your loving Brethren. 


Nine 
7 ert 
Bia. aoe 


%. been reported C0 you 


“An Epiftle written by the Elders of the Churches in N 5 w- 
EncLanp, to thole godly Minifters fore-mentioned 
chat (ent over the Pofitions. 


Reverend and beloved B rethren 
~ NI thefe remote Coatts of che carth, whereunto the good hand of God 


3x4 ae 

ie co hath brought us, as we doe with much comfort of heart call to mind the 

U3 Va many gracious bleffings, which both with you, and from you, we injoy- 

ed in our Chriftian and holy communion, (the memory and fruit whereof 
we hope fhall never be blotted out ) fo we Lave alfo feen caufe to looke back to our 

former adminiftrations there, and to fearch and trieour wayes ; that wherein foe= 
yey we have formerly gone aflray,we might} udge our {elves for it before the Lord : 

And that feeing now God hath (et before us an open doore of libertie, wee might 
neither abufe our libertie in the Gofpel, to runne out into any groundleffe unwar- 
rantablecourfes, Hor neglect the prefent opportunitic to adminifter ( by the helpe of 
Chrift )all the holy ordinances of God, according to the patterne fet before us in 
che Scripture ; In our native Countrey, when we were fir(t called to the Miniflery, 
many of us tooke fome things to be indifferent and lawfull, which in after-times We 
fauy to be Ginfull, and durtt mot continue in the practi of them there ; Afterwards 
fome things that we bare as burthens, that is, as things inexpedient; choligh not ut- 
cerly unlawfulls we have no caufe to retain aud practife the fame things here,which 
syould nothave been not onely inexpedient, but unlawfull ; fuch things as a man 


collerate when he cannot remove them, hee cannot tollerate without finne, 


ma} 

sole he may ‘remove them : Befides fome things we gractifed there (which wee 
fpeak to our fhame and griefe) which we never took into ferious confideration whe- 
cher they were lawfull, and expedient or no» but took them for granted, and gene- 
rally received 5 not onely by the moft Reformed Churches, but by the moft godly 
and judicious fervants of God amonett them ; which neverthelefle when we. caine 
co weigh them in the ballance of the Sandtuarie, we could not Gnd fufficient ware 
vant in the Word to receive them, andeftablifh them here. ::of one of thefe thre 
inds will'thefe out prefent practifes appeate to be, which you call our new opini 
ons, ot, Innovations here ; except it be {ome few of them, which though they hay 


to be our Judgements and practifes, ye are indeed farre fror 
pe us 


The Epiftle. 
us t/Thepartieulars are too mary, and too weightie togive you account of cheim, 


and the cround.of our proceedings about them in a Letter. Butto give you Cificbe: - 


the will of God ) the better fatisfaction, we have fent you afhart Treatife rouching 
each particular, that aecording to your defire you might underftand from us how 
farre we do acknowledge any of thefe tenents, and upon what groundhoping that 
according to your promife, if upon due examination you fhall find any weight in 


them, you will give us the righthand of fellowfhip. Bat ifotherwife, you! will fend: ; 


us your juft and faithfull aninadverfions, and we doe,not fufpe& your loves'to: the 


truth, or your fincere {peaking according to your confcience in the fight of God, 


Neither taxe we you as fiding from the truth with by-refpests, whereof yon com- 


plain,verily we abhorre fuch rafh, harfh, and prefumptuous notorioufnefle, we feey 


as much, caufe to fufpect the integritie of our own hearts,as yours; and fo much the 


more; as being more privieto the deceitfulnefle of our own hearts thea to: yourse 


And we cannot but with much thankfulneffe of heart acknowledge the many rich 
precious treafures of his grace, wherewith the Lord hath furnifhed fundrie of you 
above your Brethren, which caufeth us with great reverence to accept, and receive 
what farther light God may be pleafed to impart unto us by you ; But as we have 
beleeved, fo have we hitherto praStifed, and fo have moft of us fpokén this our 


| -Anfwerto your particulars, moft of us we may fay, becaufe there wants ‘not fome 


Brethren among ft us who proceed further; even to looke at all fet formes of Prayer 
inyented by men of another age or congregations, and pre(erith-d totheir Brethren 
to he.read out-of a book for the prayers of he Church, as Images, or Tnnaginations 
of inen, forbidden in the fecond Commandemment ;: But as we leave them to their 
libertie-of their own judgements without prejudice; {odo we alfo ‘concurre! with. 


the reft of them, fo farre as we all goe in bearing witneff: again any‘fet formes; or 


the corruptions in them ; In difpatching whercof, we have been ‘the more flow be- 
caufe it behoved us firlt to inquire:into; and to: fettle: fome controverfies amonett 
our felves, before we could well attend:to entertamie dilcourfe about forraigne que- 
{tions which do not fo neerely concerne:our prefent etate: and practife,’ Befdes 
your Letters being fent to the Minifte:s of the Churches, and fome of us dwelling 
farre afunder) it was. notan eafiething for alliof us often to meet together. to con/- 
der of rhefe Q.ueftions «much feffe to refolye upon one ju@anfwer, Buthaving at 
Jength € by the affiftance of God ) brought our Anfwers to this iffuc, we commend 
it to the bleffing of the Lord, and in him to your Chriftian, and judicious confide- 
tation swhere ifall things bee found fafe, and duely warranted from Seriptute 
grounds ; do you alfoas (eemeth vigilant Watchmen of the Lords flock, and faith- 
full witneffes to God ; If any thing feeme doabrfall co you, confider and weigh it 
very well before you reje& it : If any thing appeare to be unfound, and diffonant 
from the Word ( which we for our parts cannot difcerne) we fhall willingly atcend 


to 


EES... 


The Epistle. . | 


to what firrther Licht God may {end unto us by you: In the meane while’ wee'in« 
treat you in the Lordjnot-to fuffer {uch apprehenfions to lodge in your minds, 
which you intimatein your‘Letcers ; Asif we here juftified che wayes"of riged 'fe- 
paration; which fometiines among{t you we have foruierly borne wicnelle again't: 
and {s build againe the things we have deftroyed ; you know they’ feparate troin 

our Congregations,.as no Churches ; from the Ordinances difpcnied by you as 
meere Antichriftian, and from your felves as no vifible Chriftians. But wee’ pros 
feffe unfainedly; we feparate from tle corruptions which we conceive to be left ia 
your Charches. and from fuch Ordinances adininifred therein as we feare are: not 
of God, but of men ; And for your felves, we are fo farre from ieparating as from no 
vifible Chriftians. as thacyou are under Godin our hearts ( if the Lord would 
fuffer it ) to live and die together ; and we looke at fundrie of you as men’ of that 


° ° ae _o = é . : a eye es» es se - 
eminent growth in Chriftianitie, that if there be any vifible’ Ch iitians under hea=: 


ven, among(t you are the men, which for thefé many yeereshave been written in 


your foreheads ( Hodimeffe ro the Lord ) which we {peake not to prejudice any truth 
which our felves are here raught and called to profeffe. but we ftill beleeve though 
perfonall Chriftians may be eminent in their growth of Chriftianitie: : “yet Chur 
ches had fill need to grow from apparent defects to puritie; and froar reformation 
to Reformation, age after age, till the Lord have utterly abolifhed ‘Antichrift with 
the breath of his mouth, and the brightneffe of his comming tothe full and cleare 
revelation ofall his hdly Truth ; efpecially touching the ‘ordering of his houfe and 
publick worthip ; as a pledge of this our eftimation of you, and fincére affection: 
to you, we have fent you thefe Anfwers to your demand: and fhall be readie by the? 
help of Chrift, to receive back againe from you, wife, and jalt, and holy Advers 
tifements in the Lord. | , | 
Now the Lord God, and Father of our Lord Jefus Chri, your Lord and ours; 
lead us all unto all Truths, purge outall Leaven out of hisChurches,and keepe’ us 
blameleffe and harmleffe in his holy Faith and fear¢, to ‘his heavenly kingdome, 
through hin thathath loved us. In whom we reft, | rott ob caldve ene 


Venr very loving Brethren, the Elders. 20) 
ofthe Churches sx New-England, o19 


es Reverend 
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Reverend and dearely beloved Brethren, 


£? 


wd S J 
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LPPPLSELESELELASEs 


T is not to be doubted but while we live here, we fhali have 
juft caufe to fearch and try our ways, look back upon for= 
mer courfes,and call things done to more {trist examinatioti. 


For being over- clouded with ignorance, 
compafled about with infirmities , and 
befet with many temptations to finne; 
knowing what we know beft,but darkly 
and in part, no marvell, if in many 
things we offend ignorantly , of frailty 
for want of due confideration, rafhly miftaking Errour for 
Truth, condemning Truth for Errour fufpeCting evill without 


i 


Ic is tiuly obferved 
by Maftcr Davea- 
povt out of Ambrof, 
Offec.d 1.6.1 Et quane 
tumlibet quifque pro- 
fecerit , nemo eff qué 
doceri non indigeat 
dim vivit. Appoll, 
Preface tothe Re.= 


Caufe, and not fufpecting where is jutt reafon., drawing erro- der. 

Nious conclufions ftom found principles , and maintaining 

truths upon weak grounds 5 fo that in examination of our wayes , and endevours 
of their Reformation wee had need to looke warily , that wee turn not tothe right 
hand or to the left, for in the one we add to the Word of God , as wellasin the o- 
other, and of our felves are apt to ftrike afide to both. A loofe con{cience will be 
profane, a tender,ferupulous. It ands us therefore upon to have our felves in fulpi- 
tion, in as much as experience teacheth that many have fwerved from the path of 
found peace and comfort on each hand. 

Wherefore (Beloved Brethren )if fince your comming into New England, upon 
ferious Review of former actions you have difcovered any truths heretofore noc ta 
ken notice of we fhal be {0 far from rejecting them becaufe of your former judgment 
and praétice,that we fhall heartily defire to know and imbrace the fame with yous 
and bleffe God for you as the happy inftruments of his glory,our Inflruction & the 
adyancementof the truth But if the difcoveries be of the like nature with the pofiti- 
ons mentioned in the Letter; as before, fo fill, we conceive them to be new opinions, 
and not warranted by Scripture, which is the true Antiquity. | 

Opinions we fay, not practices, for not changing your opinion, you might la we 


fully alter your practice ; nay, what you did tolerate formerly asa burthen, in cafe 
2 not 
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not free, you might well forgoe being at your liberty. Your judgement being the 
fame, you might ule your liberty in forbearance of a fet Licurgie, and yet retaine the 
fame judgement of a {tinted Liturgie; that you had before; you might forbeare - 
fora time upon {peciall Reafon ( fuch as prefent {tate and occafion might fuggelt) 
Seu to receive to the Sacrament’ approved Chriftians , not fet members of a par- 
ae | ticular Congregation; as fore Brethren do) who yet dare not think it unlawfull to 
| communicate with fuch‘in the act of worfhip, or deem it juftand right altogether 
| to debar them, as having no right nor title to thofe priviledees of this Church: 
|  Icis your opinions whereto we had refpeSt not fimply your practice. It never en~ 
tred into us to perfwade you toa fet Liturgy, much leffeto complain that you 
had not accepted ours. But that all {tinted Liturgies fhould be condemned as devi- 
fed worfhip, and fo condemned as that none may lawfully be prefent at, or pertake 
of the Sacraments adminiftred in a {tinted or devifed forme, this wee called anew. 
opinion. - | 

Neither do we mention it becaufe we knew it to be the private opinion of fome 
Brethren among you, whom we had left to the liberty of their owne judgment, fo. 
far as the maintenance ofthe Truth, and a juft call did not ingage us: but becaufe 
it was eryed up; and advanced with all diligence , and endeavour of fome among: ~ 

us ftanding affe&ted New England-ward, as if a chief point of holinefle confifted in 
feparation. You know how great a fire alittle {parkle kindles. And feeing this 
gen Diftra@tion and Rent had its originall; growth and ccntinuance from fome Bre= 
a chee in thofe parts , or affected to that way , when in loving and friendly manncr- 
fe | we could-neither receive grounds at home for our conviction, nor procure Juft fauif- 

| faGtion tothe contrary s what could wee doe leffe then call upon you joyntly to 

know your judgment, and either by found proof to be by you convinced (ifhappi- 

ly you fhould approve their feparation (which we efteem groundlefie, rafh, unlaw- 
full, and prejudiciall.to' outward peace ) or being backed by a teftimony of its dil- 

like from you, we might the better be both incouraged, and furnifhed to endevour 

the quenching of that fire which was kindled but in too many places, 

In other perticulars alfo, wee conceive, you goc beyond Commiffion given of 
God : granting them authority to whom God hath not committed it 5: debarring- 
others from the priviledge of the Sacraments, who have title thereto by the Cove 
2 mantof grace. | : 

Your love in that you were pleafed to fignifie firft your kinde and refpective ac= 
ceptance of our Letter, and now alfo to fend us an .anfwer thereto, we acknowledge 
it with all thankfolneffe,.and fhall endevour (through the grace of God) to return 
4ike affeStion in truth of heart, ifin meafure we fall (hort. OF your, refpect to us im: 
particular, we make no queftion,your expreffions are beyond that we could expect, 
as-alfo what. we dare own, But wehumbly befeech the Lord to direct, uphold, arid 

guide: 


guide us, thatin fome meafure we may walk worthy of our vocation, and approve 
our felyes faithfull to your confciences. | 
Tc wasone end of our writing to be fatisfied in this point, whether you approve 


the ways cf Separation (whereof wee complain) and their. courfes- who laboured - 
_ with all rheir might, when they conceived hope to be heard to perfwade. thereunto, 


Againtt which (if we knew your judgment) you teftified among us. 
You know they that feparate are not all of one flraineand temper. Some deny 


all communion with us publick and private, fome adinit of private, but deny all 


pubiick, and fome joyne in Prayer before, and after Sermon , asalfo preaching of 
the Word (becaufe in their efteeme, this may be done without communion ina 
Church-way) but refufe to partake of the Sacraments. All which Separations wee 
judge uncharitable’, contrary to the Commandement of Chrift , and have eyer 
thoughe that you Cwhilft wich us) and we were of one minde herein. 

If of late we have conceived fears of fome of you (deere Brethren) as leaning too 
much to what fermerly you difliked, we befeech you weigh what urgent and pref= 
fing Rea {ons forced us thereunto, and we fhall moft gladly (wee heartily defire you 
torell affured) lay hold of every line and fyllable, that may ted to diflodge {uch 
apprehenfionse = , | 

For as we conceive, the difpute to be unreafonably moved, the Rent offenfive, 
the opinions themfelves prejudicial! to the caufe of God, and the advancers thereof 
to have paffed the limits prefcribed by God} fo wee fhall efteem it an ineftimable 


bleffing. if (now what hinders being removed) wee might joyn with onc heart and . 
- foule, in one way of Godto promote his slory , and feek the cood of his Church 


and people, 

Werruftiin the Lord, we fhould not draw back in any courfe wherein wee may 
fee the Lord going before us, nor be an offence to any to keep the Lords way; wee 
feek the truth, and are perfwaded it is the caufe of God which we defend : we plead 


for Communion with the Churches of Chrift, no further then they hold communis - « 


on with Chrift, ftill defiring ro keepe the unity of the [pirit én the bond of peace, with 
your felves and all others , who walke in the right way of truth, peace and 
cornfort. . 

How the Lord may be pleafed to deale with us , or difpofe of us wee know not 
(his bleffed will be done.) But of this we are refolved, through his grace, not wil- 
lingly to raife trouble or diffention among you , if through ignorance or infirmity 
we hall not fo fall in, as to be of one minde with you in thefe matters. And here 
we defire you to confider that in thefe particulars you differt as much one from an= 
atheras we diffent from you , and that wherein we diflent ftom you Cand perhaps 
from the lefler part of you) youdiflent from the judgement and practice of all Re- 
formed Churches.. 


This- 


ii 
4 


Were nct thefe men (faith Cann againft Ro- 
bin ) fuperftitioufly addidted to their new 
devife, that. beware how co rej2ct the una- 
nimous judgment and practice of all learned 


menand true Churches. Scay againft ftray- 


ing. pag.47. 

Lam and fall be always teady ‘o give all 
dus refpe@ totho’e good cuftomes of Chur- 
ches, which are taken upon good watrare 


and ground, and long continued. among 


Gods people. J.D. Apol. p.3¥— 
Goodcuftomes taken. up by the Churches 
upon good grounds fhould not lightly be 
broken or laid downey wherein I doe fully 
agree with the Authour of thac elaborate 
Commentary upon the fourth Chapter of 
Ioba,1.D, ApolSedt.x2. Examina, p.¥5%. 


This wee {peake notto prejudice your 


caufe, but to intreat your ferious re-exa- 


mination of what you have fentus, and 


this tryall thereof, by the Touchftone of 
the Word. For if we miftake not, in ma- 
ny things it will not abide the Teft. 

You have written in great love and 
cenderneffe » that your Pofitions might be 
{o feanned, and wee fhall eadeavour with 
fuch affection to try all things, and hold 
faftthat which is good. And now (be- 
feeching the guidance of the § pirit) with 
your leave, wee fhall endeavour to deale 
fully and plainly,as the nature of the cafe 
requireth , intreating you impartially to 


confider the grounds whereupon we, go and weigh what wee fhall fay in the bal- 
lance of the Sanctuarys The Lord of his rich mercy in Jefus Chril, direét us in 
difcerning what is right and pleafing in his fight , Caft offences otit of the Church, 
glofe up Rents and Divifions, reveal his Truth more and more;{et up and mayntain 
ghe purity of his own Ordinances, unite the hearts of his people to the love 
and feare of his holy Name; teach us felf-deniall, and keep 
us blameleffe to the comming of the | 
Lord Jefus Chr. — 
AMEN 


‘“ 
* 


| I POSITION. eee 
That a flinted forme of Prayer and: fet Liturgie is unlawful. 


, Anfw. : 
fers fay FE fore we proceed to declare our felves concerning this pofition: Ie 
Sy will be needfull that fowe thing be premifed , for the ex plication 
4 of the terms therecf. We fuppofe, 

1 Bya Liturgy and forine of Prayer, you mean not a forme of 
private Prayers compofed for the helpe and direction of weaker 
* Chrifians : but the Syfew or body of publike Prayers generally 
ufed in the Englifh Parifhes » compiled for the Churches ufe by other men not in- 
fallibly guided by God, to be faid or read out of a Book by their Minifters as the 
Churches Prayers. And that this is your meaning, may appeare from your Letter 
ic felf, wherein ycucomplain thatdivers in many parts of that Kingdome have 
left their Affermblies, becaufe of aftinted Liturgy. Now we know notof any other 
tinted Liturgy from which the people do abfent themfelves , but onely that which 

is in ufein the Englifh Churches. ! 

For as for a forme of Prayer in generall, wee conceive your meaning cannot be 
of that. For it is evident that many Preachers conftantly ufe one fet form of Pray- 
er of theit own making before their Sermons , with whom the people refiufe not to 

oy in. | | | | 
s By tinted and fet, you mean fuch Prayers,as are fo impofed upomthe Chur- 
ches and Minifters, as that they are limited to that very form of words exprefled in 
the Book without addition, diminution, or alteration ; for that Liturgy and forme 
among you, is in this fenfe fet and ftinted. | , 7 

3 By unlawfull, you mean that we looking at thatform, as {werving from the 
Role ; neither. dare fir practice it our flves, nor fecondly approve the ufe of it by 
others.” | 3 | 

This being the true ftate of the queftion,{o far as it appears to us,from the letter 
Wre anfwer, 1 For our own prastice, the Churches here doe not ufe any Ainted 
forme of Prayerand fer Liturgy, for thefe and other fuch Reafons. 1 Becaufe 
we finde no neceffity of any ftinted Liturgy to be ufed among us, by vertue of any 
divine precept. And feeing the Commiffion of the Apoftles limited them , to teach 
men to obferve and do onely what Chriftdid command them in matters of this nae 
ture, AZath.28.20. Who are we and whatare our Churches, that we fhould prefume 
above this Commiffion? And,we hope,it will not be offenfively taken by any godly 
Brethren; That we ftand faft in the liberty wherewith Chri hath made us free it 
this, as well as in all other things. : 

Secondly, becaufe the lawfulneffe of fet forms and flinted Liturgies is queftioned 
and doubted of by many faichfull fervants of God : whereas for Church- officers to 

| B 


edifie 1 


2 The anfwer tothe: firft Pofstion. 


_ edifie the Churches by their own gifts, as well in praying as in preaching, all forts 


without controyerfie grangitto beawfull, Nowwpirituall prudence guideth be- 
lievers, when two ways are fet.before them, one doubrfulf'though veatured on by 


fome, the other certainly fafe and good , though neglested by many, to choofe that 
which is fafe, declining the other.” wv | ea 

Thirdly, Becaute Primitive paterns of all the Churches of God in their befttimes 
(when as touching this pointthey kept the rule intheireye) whether Jewith before 
Chrift,or Chriftian above anos yeers after Chrift , yield not the leaft foct!tep to: 
fhewus another fafe way to walk in,then this web wehave choten.As for afer times 
towards the end of the fecond,and beginning of the third Century, we know how 
far the Churches were then degenerated and declined fromthe firllpurity » neither 
do we marvell ac it, fecing ia.the Apofies time the myftery of iniquity began to 
work, and it was then foreteld, thatthe power of godiineffe would be in afcertimes. 
exchanged for empty formes. In which tefpeSt, welook not at them as our guides 
neither in this, nor other particulars not warranted by the Rule, herein following 
the advife of Cyprian, who himfelf faw the corruption’o® thofe ties ; Non efPut- 
tendendum quid aliquis ante nos faciendum putaverit fed quid qui ante omnes: esk 
Christus fecerit & faciendum praceperit, | = 

To conc:ude, fecing our Chriftian liberty freeth us from binding our félves to 
any religious obfervances, whereunto the written word doth not bind us. And fee~ 
ing fpirituall prudence direXs us to choole thofe ways, which omall hands arecon- 
fefled to bef fe;,voiding'thofe that be dowb:-full and hazardous. And feeing it will 
not be fafe for us; needlefly to fwerve from the conflant praftice of all Churches: 
that are recorded in Scripture,and there held forth as a'cloud of ‘Witneffes for usto. 
follow in matters.of thismature, wee therefore maynot, doe not, dare not née fet 
forms of Prayers and Minted-Liturgies in thefe Churches. | 


More particularly, in that we doe notufe that formeof Prayer and Ainted -Li-. 
turey, which is in ufe among your felves: thefe and {uch other like Realons have: 
induced us theretinto.. 1° The many and juft exceptions whereunto that Liturgy 
is lyable borly for matter and manner 5 “for ‘the proofe'whereof wee referre you to: 
thofe faithfull fervants of God , who have gone before us'in witnéfling againft the 
fame: Amone?t others to’ Matter Carmright, and the Abridgment,. 

2 Inas muchvasthat Liturgy was never commanded of God; and’ hath been 
greatly abufed to Idolatry‘and Superition:, and is not of any neceflary ule ; ‘and 
therefore we areaffraid to bring. ic into thé Worlhip of God , as knowing the jea- - 
loufie ofthe Lord, in matters of thishature 3 Erod.20, and ‘how ftriSly hee com= 
mandeth his people, that all monuments‘ahd remnants of Idolatry and Superftiti- 
on fhould be abolithed from among them , Deat.5.25,76. £x04.23.13. Efay 3O.. 
>, 2 Cor.6.17. In which re(pedt the holy Ghoft' hath’ ereatly commended Jacob, 
Davia, Iehu,Hezechsa and Iofiah, for taking away the remembrance of fuch shies 

§ JOR 


‘ 


The anfiver to the fir Poftion, 
Gen. 35:2 46 Plal.16.4. 2 King 10.26;27. & 18.4 has all the Chapter. “And 
where other Kingsiof /adab canie fhort of the like zeale , the Scti pture notes it asa 
blemith in themythac the high places were not taken away,albere che people did not 
facrifice in them to falfe gods; but onely to the Lord, 2 Chron. 5:17. 26.33. 
33217. Yea, moreover; it appeareth by the Scripture , chat foinctaings that hada 
good Originall and'ufe (if they be trot (ill neceffary and cofimanded of God) ‘are 
unta wfull when once'theyare knowne to be'defiled by Idolatry , and abufed'toir, 
2 King.18.4. Hofiai16,1%. Asthe:brazen Serpent was atthe firtt an Taftitution 
though but temporary : but when the children- of Lfrael burned Incenfe to ir, He- 
xechiah » is commended for breaking it in pieces, and the Lord witneffeth of him 
that he did that which was right imthe'fight of the Lerd,and accotding to his Com- 
mandement, which hecommanded 4fo/es, 2 Kixg.18.3,6. how much more ia the 
like cafeoughit other things to be removed, which never were commanded of God, 
but onely were deviled by men? And that that Liturgy hath been fupeiftitioufly a- 
buled , may be cleer to any that fhall confider that it is the fame for fubQance that 
was ufediin the days of Poperys And therefore when the Pa pilts in Devonfhire and 
Corawall;had made'a Commotion and Rebellion upon the change of Religion, in 
the days of King Edward the Sixth. It was told then by the King, for the pacifying 
of them : Thar ie was the (elf-fame Service in Englih , which had been before in La- 
tine : and if the Service of the Church was goodin Latine, ir remayneth good in Eng- 
lifh, fornothing is altered : Fox eA tls and Monuments, Edward 6. &nd Pope Pius 
they fiftlydid fee fo little variation in it from the Latine Service, that had been for= 
merly ufed in that Kingdome, that he would have ratified ir by his authority, ifQ . 
Elizabeth would have fo recetved it, And many of the people put fuch holineffe 
in it, that they think God is not rightly worfhipped 5 nor his Sabbath well obfer- 
ved; northe Sacraments fufficiently adminiftred,’ ifthere be no reading of that Ser- 
vice. And othersput fuch holineffe and néceffitY in ir that they preferre it before 
Gods thely “Ordinance of ‘preaching the Word. Info: pany be Adie P 
much as the Minifters are in’ the ‘danger of being called sea ye mC aby 
in queftion, and of being cenfired, ifthey doe hor read form'ry to the Ceremonies, 
that. Liturgy every Lords day without omitting any part ardwe donct fee butitis as 
thereof, eicherin refpes-of preaching or otherwife. ©’ ftiong againft this Liturgy. 
3. Inregard afthe many wofulf {candals, and dangerous’ coh fequences of ufing 


that Liturgie.of which we fuppofé you are not sontorgics: St" 

To mention but two, Viz. The hardning of Papifts who are imboldned to think 
better of theirown Breviaties,Mafle-Books, Portiriffes fecing thar Liturgie hath bin 
extracted out of thiofe books, and rather fetched from them chen frum the forms u- 
ied in-any of the reformed Churches. *?) | 4 > | iad 

2 The conntenancing and eftablifhing of an unlearned Idol Miniftery, of note 
Preaching eurates, Non-refidents,Pluralities,&c. in whole skirts is to be found the J 
B 2 blogs») 


eer : The axfrwer to the firft Pofition. | 
blood of fo many mens fouls living and dying in their fins, while they ignoraatly 
| content themfelyes withy and harden theméélves in fome empty forms of Religion 
“and blinde devotion, which are begotten and cherifhed chiefely by fuch prayers and 
| -minifters.. Neither is there leffe {candall -hereby (we meanc not onely taken but 
| given) then by the eating of an Idolathite , in the Idols Temple condemned by che 
| _Apoftle 1 Cor. 8.7.10. For if the eating of an Idolathite by him that had know- 
| Jedgesand knew that an Idol wasnothing,and thac all meats were lawfall,did im- 
bolden others to honour the Idol, and therefore was a {candall given, fo alfoicis in. 
this cafe. ; 
_ & Seeing that booke is fo impofed as that the minifter in reading of its is limi- 
ted to the very words fet downe without any diminution,addition, or alteration; 
therefore we darenot ufe it, | | 
For r The Lord himfelfe hath not limited his peogle to his own formes and 
therefore we fee-not, how it can be lawfull tobe limited to other mens formes ; 
For in thus doing we fhould fubjeSt our felves to the exercife of fuch an authority 
and power of the Prelates,as in this cafe puts forth a Aronger act of limiting power 
then Chrift himfelfe, who doth not limit us to thofe formes, which, himfelfe hath 
fet downe in Scripture: For though we acknowledge the Lords prayer and other 
formes fecdown in Scripture, may be lawfully ufed as prayers (due cautions being 
obferved) yet there is nota limitation lying upon the Churches in the ufe of thofe 
| _ prayers. And therefore we do not find thac che Apoftles ever ufed that formtaught 
SF Chrift in thofe very words:much lee limited themfelys to it, when they prayed, 
1 nor did they teach the Churches fo to doe. ere eee a 
|, © 2 Ifthe Lord would not have us limit our felves in our own forins,whiles we are 
exercifing our own gifts. (which he hath {pecially fandtified. to edify his Church 
— AG.6-4, Eph.4.8. 1 (or.13.7-), leaft we fhould quench or at. leaft ftraiten his 
| fpiritin prayer, 1 Thef.5.19. would he then haye us limited to other mens forms, 
| which have not beene in like fort fandtified of God, but will rather-quench or {trai- 
| en the {piricof God, whiles we are fo limited tothem? Misi rf 
} 3 The entertainment of this form hath been a manifeft {hare unto the Churches 
| 


who-upon the fame ground on which they have \received this forme into the desks 
have beene limited to, others in the pulpit, by meanes whereof the poore Church of 
| Chrift hath bin wholly, deprived of the publike ufe.of the Minifters gifts in prayer, 
ij and the {pirit of prayer in the Minifters in publike, hach beene greatly .xeftrained. 

| Ass for our Judgement concerning the practice of others, who ufe this Liturgiein 
 —-ournative Countrie, we havealwayes beene unwilling to ex prefle our mindes 
) there again@ unlefie we have been neceffarily called thereunto,and at this time, we 
; thinke it not expedient to expreffe our felves any further concerning this matter, as 
loath to intermeddle with the affaires of other Churches, but contenting ottr felves 
with, and bleffing the Lord for thofe liberties, which we,by the mercie of God, de 
3 1 here 


The reply to the anfiver of the firf? Pofition | 5 
here enjoy, referving alfo due reverence to the judgements of our beloved brethren 
and deere Countreyinen, who may concerning this matter be otherwife minded. 
R eply. | 
is ie pofition cannot beare that meaning which you giveit, if you take itac 
cording ,o our mindes,and the plain conftruction of the words.We never que- 
ftioned why you made not ufe ofa ftinted Liturgy ,. much leffe why you did not: 
wholly and in every part tye your felvesunto, and approve of that forine in ufe a= 
mongftus. You might well thinke wehad little to doe to put forth fucha de- 
mand, viz.whether you thinke it lawfullto approve dn others and pra‘tice your 
felves , what {werveth from the rule,and we thinke it range you fhould give our 
words fuch a meaning. Ab ct 
The thing we craved refolution in was, whether in your judgements all {tinted 
and fet formes of prayer and Liturgies be unlawful}. The reafon hereof was becaule 
in writings from New-E ngland,we had feene all fet liturgies.and fet formes of pray- 
er condemned as ‘devifed worfhip which God would not accept, and partaking. 
in the Saeraments of the Supper in our affemblies, therefore difallowed, becaufe ad- 
miniflred ina finted Liturgie, which things were received with fuch likeing a- 
ynong {ome brethren with us,and by them imparted and recommended to others», 
thac they occafioned that rent and diflraction whereof we complain. 

_ It is true,the people among us feparate from our forme of prayer or liturgy, but 
the reafon hereof is becaufe it is Minted, not becaufe this or that or ours in 
particular. , tod : aa 
-. You confeffe you want not fome brethren among you who look at all fet formes 
of Prayer invented by one of another age or congregation » and pre{cribed to their 
brethren, to be read out of a booke for the prayers of che Church , as Images and 
Imaginations of man forbidden in the fecond Commandement, and that the law- 
fulneffe of Liturgies,and fet-formes is queftioned and doubted of by many faithfull 
fervants of God, {uch alfo.as come over occafionally, who withdraw themfelys froin 
the Sacraments in the congregation, doe it on this pretence, thata {tinted Liturgic 
isa humane invention. © Andif we-examine the reafons brought againft Ainted 
formes and Liturgies, we fhallfinde them to ftrike at all formes and Liturgies 
though devifed by men of the fame age and congregation ; and to beufed but now 

and then,or but once on fet purpofé.and that either in publike or in private,as elfe- 
where we may-have occafion to fhew. 

_ You fay itisevident, many Prezchers conftantly ufe a fet forme of Prayer of 
their own making before their Sermons, with whom the people rcfufe not to joyne;, 
And you know (we doubt not) thatfuch fet furmesare difliked alfo, And if the 
erounds be examined (in our underftanding)they make as much, againft the one 
as the other. View but the reafons why you admit not a {tinted Licurgie and forme 
of prayer, and fee whether the two Jatt will not in the fame terms curestly concluce 
3 B3 rr againtk 


The an[wer to the fecond P ofitton, 


eaintt both. ‘But what ever ts to be thought herein, or whether mietts praftifes qa 
“gree with their opinions wenow dilpute not. This is plaine and manifelt, chat 
mens opinions are to be judged by their expreffe words and reafons, not by their 
pra@tifes. The Brownifts (as they are commonly called ) can feparate from no 
Sinted Liturgie amongtt us,bue that which isin ule, and for ought we know ‘they 
shay joyne wich their owne Paftors,though they oft ulethé fame forme of prayer 
in whole orin part, in thankfgiving before meat, or in prayer before Sermon, or 
thelikes And yectheir opinion is that all ftinted Liturgies and fet Formes of prayer 
be untaswfill, humane inventions forbidden by the fecond Commandement. — 

. But ifany ching had beene left doubrfull in the Lecter, that it might be ftrained 
to another fence, either becaufe we were fhort in expreffion, or many of you Not 
informed:ia the paffages which gave occafion to the queftion,' it is well knowne 
what the words meane in ordinary conftruétion. And we doubr not but many 
brethren among you, might and could fully informe you of our meaning that there 
need no fiich training to find it out. | 

That which followeth in your anfwer to the pofition (as you interpretit ) wee 
paffe over, becauf@ it is not'to the matter intended. And' wee ate as dnwilling to 
trouble you with the affaires of other Churches taking you from your owne weigh 
tie occafions, as you areunwillitig to be interrupted. Onely in regard of promife, 
and becaufe plaine dealing ferves to maintaine love, we thinke good to adyertife 
you thefe few things. | i ihlesss 
"x That your reafons why you accept not of'a tinted Lyturgic be ambiguoufly 
propounded for fommetimes you plead onely for your libertie herein, and that'a Ain- 
ted forme is netnéceffaty,'and fometime you {peake fo, as'they that looke at’ Stins 
ced Lyturgies, as Images forbidden in the fecond Commandement will-eafily draw 
your words to their meaning. — ae 

+ Thereafons-you bring againft a fet forme of prayet or ‘Liturgie ‘doe’ hold as 
ftiong agaiift a fet forme of Catechifae confeffion and profeffion of faith; bleffing, 


baptizing and finging of Pfalmes. 


3 Wecehave not called upon you at this timeto witnefle for, or againfl the cor~ 
suptions in the Communion~Booke. This you fall upon by ftraining the fenfe of 
our demands contrary to the true meaning thereof. 1 i . 
© -'The reafons which you bring againft it, we cannot approve thent all; The ‘ex 
ceptions which have bin taken both from the matter and ‘manner thereof we know: 
Bat to efteeme the whole for fome corruptions found theréin; a moninnent of Idola- 
try;that we have not learned. ca 
The Argument in-the abridgement which is ufed againft conformity to the Ce= 
remonics did not in their judgement who were authors of the Booke hold :againt 
che Lyturgie, of which opinion we are alfoi "* « ; aeet 
“24 Tf thefe reafons be intended onely to fhew why you receive not our forme of 
cb ge | adminifration, 


The an{wer to the fecond P affion. | 7 


adminiftration, it is that which ( we are perfwaded you know ) we never required 


of you. Ifto difallow the ufe of the Booke among {t us altogether in things lawfall, 
good and pertinent, they will nothold weight. es | 

5 You aregenerally (as you fay ) loath to meddle with she affaires of other 
Churches, unleffe you have been neceffarily called thereunto. But when fome upon 
the requelt ( as we fuppofe) of private friends, and others out of their, zeale and 
forwardneffe have laboured:to draw many:to feparation from the Sacsament» be- 


° 


caufe miniftred ina {tinted Lyturgie: wee cannot apprehend, any: jut ground, of 
this apologie. The Rent is wide, and fomne brethren had.theirhands deepe there- 
jn, which made us at this prefent to crave your judgeinents, andthe reafons thereof 
tomake up the breach. | . | dst 

6 1.D. obje&teth to Mafter P.that hismanner.of preaching. was. diforder 
Whereas the pablither of ly in catrying that matcer, he fpeakes. of; to the Claffes,be- 
thisanfwer tothe fixPo fore he had declared tothe Church theequity of his refu- 
fisions, refers th: reader fing the Minilters defired by the Scriptures. And may not 
co Mr. Coons anfwer un'© | we with like reafon objegt, that this manner of procecding 
Mr Ball for fatisfaQtion in . 5.- Ing 
th’s pont concerning fer '8 diforderly in fecking to draw men to Separation; becaule 
formes of frayer, The of {tinted Liturgie, before you had fhewed tous or other 
reader is earneftly ise brethren ( whomr'it may concerne ) by Scripture, or: rea- 
treated co compare Ma- fons drawne from thence, that a {tinted Liturgie was une 


fter Pals Treatife, and 
Me Cottons -anfwer with Jawfull? but ofthis wee, may intreat more: fully ¢lfe- 


ferisufneffe and indiffe- wheres 
rencie,becaufe Mr Bull ha- | cs . 
ving received thar anfwer. before the publifh’ng of his Treatife ( being muchenlarged, whertof 
Afr Cotton was ignorant) wasco ifident, that wich addition of fome marzinall roves ( whichin 
rcferenct therttohe added ) his Treatife woud fufficiently defend it felfe, agaiaft all the af- 
faults, which chacaifwer made azaint ic. , dotiod’ a4ed deed an ry 


nih, ROSTBLON, we BY a 

That it 13 not lavfull to joyne in prayer, or receive the Sacraments where a (tinted 
Liturgie & uled, or as we concerve your meaning to bein this, asinthe former que~ 
 ftion viz, where, and when that ftinted Liturgie us fed, 3 Ee 

| ein(wer. 
¥ T fcemerth by this-your letter, the ground of this Pofition hath beene; the fepara= 
tion of divers froimy our affembliessbecaufe of 'a tinted Liturgie: and we are not 
jenorant of the rigid {eparation of divers peor le, who withdraw themfel ves from 
- anable faithfull miniltry, as no miniftry of Chrilt, and from theirgodly. cengrega- 
tions as no. Churches of Chrift;becaufe of fome corruptions from which (through 
want of light, not love of the truth} they are not throughly.cleanied, Again which. 

practife we have ever witneffed, | 

As for our Judgement concerning the Pofition. #t felfe, we would promife two 
. ; : things s 
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things , Fitft concerning the perfons reading this Liturgie, which may be either an 
ungodly or unable Miniter, or an able and a godly, 

Secondly; concerning the Liturgie it felfe, which may be citherof the whole or 
fome fele% prayers, which may be conceived to be the leaft offenfive. — | 

Now if the queftion be of joyning in prayer with, and when that whole Liturgie 

is ufed, or where that which is ufed, is read by an unable and ungodly Minifter, 
we then {ee not how it can be lawfull to joyne im prayer in {uch cafes , For | 
oy The prayers of the Minifter are not his private prayers, but the publike pray- . 
ers of the whole affembly, whofe mouth he is to God. And when the prayers of- 
fered up by the Minifter, asa living holy, and acceptable fervice to God, are not 
throug’. humane frailty, but otherwile for inatter and manner Corrupt, wee fee not 
what warrant any one hath to joyne with fuch prayers,Afal.1 13,14. 
2 9° When men ioyne therein with an infuficierrt Miniftry, they doe not only 
countenance them in their place and office, whom the Lord hath rejeted from being 
his Preifts. Ho/.4.6. but alfo fet up thofe Idolls and means of worthip to edifie 
therfelves by,which God never appointed in his holy word Ezeck.£1.17, 

But if the quetion be of joyning in fome few felet prayers read by an ableand 
painfull Minifter out of that booke as on the one fide wee are very tender of impu- 
ting fin to the men that fo joyne : (oon the other fide, we are not without feareleaft 
that fuch joyning may be found to be unlawfull: unleffe it may appeare that the Mi- 
nifters with whom the people have communicn in reading thofe prayers doe nei- 
ther give any fcandall by reading of them nor give unlawfull honour toa thing a- 
bufed toJdolatry, and fuperficion, nor doe fuffer themfelves to be finfully limit= 
ed inthe reading of then. - , 

| Reply. 

Uficient hath been fpoken of the meaning of the poficion and the grounds thereof 
Sind if we have not wiftaken your judgment 8 praStice both,you have born wit- 
neffe.ag sin both that you call the rigid feperation , andthis more moderate alfo ; 
And we humbly with , the moderate doc not degenerate into the rigid ere long. 
Ic is very ftrange, if they take not great incouragement upon your grounds. The 
truth of our minifery, Churches, Ordinances, and calling is queftioned, and where 
men will ftay the Lord knoweth, and what more common then that our Liturgie 
+6 unlawful, becaufe it is the devife of man; The Author (or publither at leaft ) | 
ofa letter againft our Service booke beginneth with fuch like diftinction, 

» Againft this Prayer-booke (faith he ) divers have pleaded ina different man- 
‘yner. Firft fome arguments are proper to the Separatilts qua tales, viz. that itis 
offered in a falf@ Church ; 2.By a falfe minifler ; 3. In the behalfe of the fubjects 
,, of the Kingdome of Antichrift. Thefe are properly theirs, being the grounds 
»» Whereupon they make a torall feparation from all the Chutches in this Land, as 
20 Churches of Chrift. Thefe I approve not, yet note them that yee may fee 

5) upon 
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5, upon what different grounds, the fame Pofition. is maintainediby . verall per= 
» fons, and that yee may be delivered fromthe prejudice,which hinders many from 
5 receiving thofe truths, becaufe they feare the reproach of Brownifme. | 

»» Secondly, there are other grounds which ate common toall that plead for the 
.» the puritie of Chrifts ordinances, and which doe not neceffarily inferre {uch fepa~ 
5» ration, but only ferve to fhew the unlawfulneffe of that practife,and our commu- 
» nicating therein, ) eee : 

_ Thus the Epiftle wherein the/fame diftin@tion of feparation is noted : but how 
- truly, let the indifferent judge. Ifnone mult be counted Separatifts, but fuch as 
have pleaded again{t the booke of Common prayer as,unlaw full, becauée offered up 
ina falfe Church, &c. then are there none fnch in the world, that we have knowne 
or heard of: for it is apparent they caftus off as no Churches of Chrif, becaufe 
our Service is,a humane deyife, will-worfhip, Idolatry ;.And not on the contrary, 
that our Service is will-worfhip ,or Idolatry, becaufe our Churches are falfe. 
Churches. Againft all Communion with us they plead, becaufe we are a falle 
Church, but againft our ftinted. Liturgie they argue not in that manner. 

The grounds on which that Authour builds € which he faith are common to all, 
that plead for the purity of Gods ordinances)are one and the fame with the grounds 
of the Separatifts, fhafts taken out of the fame quiver and peculiar to them, fome 

- few brethren.onely excepted, who of late havelooked towards that opinion. See 

how affection will tranfport. Thofe reafons fhall be common to all that plead for 
the purity of Chrifts Ordinances, which were never taken tojbe found and true, ei- 

- ther by. the reformed Churches, abroad; or by the godly Brethren at home, whether 
now at ret with the Lord, or for the prefent living, or yet by the moft of the bre= 
thren among whom they live,and with whom they hold focietie,or by any minifter 
or Societie which did hold the unitie of the {pirit in the bond of peace for the {pace 
of thisr 400 yeares and upwards, by your owne confeffion, unleflewithin thefe few 
dayes, and,thatby afew onely,. If this be not toftrengthen the hands of the Sepa~ 
ratifs, or at leaft, to.lay blocks of. offence in their way, what is?. As yet.we thinke. 

~ moft of them that have feparated, are not fo farre gone, as to condemne all our A{- 
femblies as no Churches of Chrift, but we judge they have proceeded further then 
Chrift the Lord. and Saviour of his Church hath given them commiffion or allow- | 
ance; that the grounds whereon they build are unfound, and fuch as make way for 
further danger, if the Lord prevent not. Andthat the reafons mentioned in the 
letters are the proper grounds of Separatifts, and not common to all them that feeke 
the purity of religion, for they are not approved by your felves : and if all this tend 
not to turnethem whohalt, out of the right way, wee heartily intreate you to 
confider. ae? 

Your judgement concerning the Pofition,jyou deliver in three propofitions ( for 
fo many they be for fubftance ) In refpect of ie petfons reading the Licurgie, or the 


A es 
thing 
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‘thing it felfe thatis read. Asif any part of the Liturgie bee read; (put cafe fome 


few elected prayers onely,; by an unable and ungodly miniiter : it is unlawfull 
( fay you) for the people to joyne in tharcafe. But it ic be unlawfull for the people 
to joynes when an ungodly mini‘ter readeth fome few felest prayers, it is either in 
We may not Gommu-_ refpect of the Minifter, or che prayers themfelves. Not of the 


nicate ac all-in that prayers themfelves, for they be feleSt and choyce, faultleffe 
EH EEY> which hese 

ai a oe cnlawfat, ted, unleffe this diftribution be to no purpofe; if in refpect 

plsce Robinfin againft of the Miniter, then it is not lawfull to joyne with ‘fuch a 

bern. Countell debated one in any ordinance of God whatfoever. For ifthe Minifter 

PUy Ibid.pag 79 make it unlawfull, then all communion in any part of Gods 


worfhip,-with fuch Minifters is unlawfull, and fo the Church in all ages of the’ 


world; the Prophets , our Saviour Chrift , the Apoftles, and the faithfull in the’ 


primitive Churches finned, in holding Communion with fuch’, when the Priefts 
Socéic ethatis, ke dumbe dogges that could not barke,and greedy dogges: 
B. Mic 3. 11.th. 1er.5, that could never have enough; when the Prophets prophefied 
31. E/7.9.15,°6. Ioh.2. lies,and the Priefts bare rule by their meanes; when the 
16. Afaih 3 20,21. & Priefts bonght and fold Doves in the Temple; and tooke up- ° 
15-4,§- 231-314; on them to provide fuch things for them thar were to offer; 
when the Pharifees corrupted the Law by falfe gloffes, taught for doétrines mens 
precepts, made the commandements of God of none effect through their traditi- 
ons, under pretence of long prayer devoured widowes houfes, tanght the Law; but® 
practifed itnot; when they were fuch, and did fuch things, they wete ungodly. Mi- 
nifters - But we never find that the Prophets, our Saviour; the Apoftles, did either’ 
forbeare themfelves, or warne the faithfull not to communicate with fuch in the 
: “ordinance of worfhip. We reade our Saviour charged his Difciples; 
Arath.16 6.42+'-46 beware of the leaven of the Scribes and Pharifees,’ to Jet th 
hig 14. to beware of the leaven of the Scribes an arifees,' to Tet them 
ae alone, becaufe they were the blind leaders of the blind, but he never 


forbade to’ edintmunicate with them in’ the ordinances of God. {tis not then for pri- © 


pos oie’ toyate Chritians to withdraw themfelves from the ordinance 
Sse aed eutis 4%>~ of worfhip, and communion of the Chatch, becauf fach ate’ 
Fito pag §57. Phil. 45. iW - 
| ' permitted'to deale in the-holy things of God, whom they- 
judge or know unfitr;when men joyne in the worfhip of God with unworthy Mi-’ 
nifters, they doe not countenance therm in their place and office. but obey the com- 
mandement of God) who requires their attendance upon his highneffe in that way 
and meanes., 
We? ~ Togoeno further then thetext yeu quote, Becaufe thon haft defpifed 
ot Bal kuowledge, I will alfo reje@ thee. Gc. Properly the text is {paken of the 
ren tribes called Jfraed. and the Priefts among them who-worfhipped the Calves 
which Zeraboam had fet up ,whom the Lord threatmeth to reject, becanfe they had 
rejected 


both in refpeSt of matter and manner, as it is taken for gran-: 


- 


rejected knowledge being either wilfully ignorant, or withholding the truth in un= 
righteoufnefle. W hether they were for the prefent abfolutely rejected » or the Lord 
threatens only to reject them we will not difpute.. 

This may fuffice that it is not to be found. either in this or any other Text of 
Scripture, that the people joyning inthe true Worfhip of God, with unworthy 
Minifters, do countenance them in their place thereby. On the contrary, ifyou will 
extend this Text to all unworthy Minifters of what fort foever , whom the word of 
truth doth condemne as not approved Minifters of God, the Scripture teacheth evi~ 
dently not onely that the people by joyning do not countenance them in their place 

and office, but that they muft and ought to joyne with them in the 
1 Sam.2.12,13, worfhip of God, and in feparating fromthe Ordinance they fhall 
14:17,24-  finne againft God, much lefle then do they in fuch joyning fet thofe 


eieetes ,, Idols and meanes of worfhip, which God never appointed in his 
Phil rs. Word.Por the worfhip is of God, and the Miniftery is of God, the 


perfon unworthily executing his place, is neither fet up by fome 
few private Chriftians , norcan by them be removed, And warrant to withdraw 
themfelves from the worfhip of God: becaufe fuch as ought not , are fuffered to en~ 
termeddle inthe holy things of God, they have none from God. Dumbe Dogs, 
oreedy Dogs, Idol-fheepheards, falfe Prophets; Strangers, are unworthy Minifters, 
but they that communicate with fuch in the ordinance of worfhip, are never faid 
to fet up Idols or means of -worfhip which God never appointed. The fheep of 
Chrift will not heare ftrangers in the Lords fenfe, but outwardly they heard thofe 
ftrangers preach (ifthe Scribes and Pharifees were fuch ) and by hearing them dif 
covered them to be Arangers; i.e. falfe Prophets ; Some ‘trangers'at leaft, of whom 
our Saviour {peaks, were of the true Church, and of Jfrael, but brought falle do~ 
Atrine tending to kill thefoule, fuch ftrangers none (hould heare, that is, believe and 
follow:but as they be tolerated in the Church, fo they may hear them, fo long as they 
bring the truth. Unworthy Minifters areno Minifters for themfelves, but they are 
Minifters for the people of God, that is, fo long as they be in the place of Mini- 
Rters, the acts of their adminiftrations areof force to the faithfull , ifthey obferve 
the formeofadminiftration prefcribed by Chrift; for Chrifts Ordinances have their 
efficacy from him} not from them that ferve about them, and evill Minifers mini- 
fler not in their own name, but in Chrifts and by his Commiffion. 3 
Jt hath evermore bin held fora truth in the Church of God, that although fomtimes 
(wastih sears 10 the evill have chiefe authority in the miniftration of 
. Bile fit ane SALE §: the Word and Sacraments; yet for as much as they doe 
Hutte) 'Saicon: vont: Artt,. 2 BOt the fame in their own name but in Chrifs,and mi- 
Zep WeSceitaic.6. Art of Reli2 nifter by his Commiffion and. Authority, wee may ufe 
; $idity Hy berm. Art.70. Carlton” their Miniftery both in hearing the Word , and. recei- 
_pralcét de Keclefiascapa0, ying the Sacraments; neither is the effect of Chrifts 
C2 Ore 
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Ordinance taken away, by their wickedneffe, nor the grace of Gods gifts diminis 
fhed from {uch as by faith, and rightly doe receive the Sicraments aininiftred to 
them which are effe Quall sbecaufe of Chriftsinfticution and promife, although they 
be miniftred by evill men. ae 


C. The reafons whereby the ancient Churches: 
| condemned the Donaiifls- and Catharifts for 

their voluntary and féditious feparation: and 
the moderne Ghurches condemne the Anae 

baptifts for their unwarrantable departure 


Beza de Presbhyt.et excomtnicat. p-25 
26. Ifa vero,guia nonxulli a facris 
catib. & facrament. fa prop- 


ter altorum vitia wltro abstinent i.e. i from, and f> renting of the body of Chrit, 
(eipfos excommunicant magnam re-+ i) hold againft {eparation from the pray-. 
“prehenfionems merentur | ers of the congregation, becaufe they are read. 
_ Xbyanungodly miniter. eee 

The fecond propofition. Where the whole Liturgie is ufed,though by .an, able 
and godly Minifter 5 iris not lawfullto joyne in prayer in that cafe,Herein wee 
cannot be of your judgements for. inthe times of che Prophets,;and Jour: Saviour 
Chrift, as great abufes,no queftion , «were found in the Church of the Jews in the 
adminiftration of holy things of God ascan be inagined in our Liturgie or forme 
of prayersbut the Prophets and our Saviour who taught the people to: keepe them- 
{elves pure and undefiled, never taught them to feparate from the adminiftration of 
the holy things of God. And if the prefence at our forms of prayer be not lawful by 
reaton of the corruptions alleaged;there. can be no vifible fociety named throughout 
the world fince 200. yeeres after Chrift or thereabouts, wherein a Chrifttian might — 
lawfully joyne in Prayer, reading the Scripture,hearing the word. or participation 
of the Sacraments. For compare the doctrines, prayers, rites at thofe times in u ira 
the Churches with ours,and in all thefe; (bleffed be che name of the Lord) -wee are. 
more pure then they. But no mah will be fo bold (we hope) as to: affirme thefate 
of the Churches within 200, yeeres after Chrift, to be fo miferably decayed thatthe 
faithfull could not without fin hold communion with them in the -aforefaid ovdi- 
nances. The prayers of the Minifter, whether conceived or’ ftinted in a fet forme; be 
not his private prayers, but the publike prayers of the whole affembly , whofe 
mouth he isto God both in the oneand theother. But you will not fay , the peo- 
ple ought not to joyne -with their Paftor in the publique affembly ,' if ought bee 
amiffe in his prayer for matter , or manner; or both. It is allone to the people in 
this cafe,whether the fault be perfonall (as fome diftinguifh) or otherwife knowne 
beforehand or not knowne: For if fimple prefence defile, whether it was knowne 
beforehand or not,all prefence is faulty, And if fimple prefence defile not,our pres 


fence 1s not condemned. , by reafon of the:corruptions knowne ; ‘whereof we fand 

not guilty, whether the corruption be through humane frailty or Not, itis notin us 

to enquiresbur rather whether we be called to come,and the faults fich as one sii 7 
| | oe eae lian 
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| ftianicannotor. muft-nottolerate in another without breach ofcharity. For}if the 


erzour be -fuch as may be tolerated, and I amrcalled to be prefent ; by fuch® fault 


Tam not defiled though knowne before. If the error be fuch asin confcience may 
_ not be tolerated, though not knowne before hand,I am bound, if prefent fome way 


co profefle againft it. This diftinction of perfonall and tninifteriall faults in this 
cafeuntillit be cleared by: fome Text of Scripture or found reafon from thé word, 


-muit goefor the devife ofman. » 


A: Church, a Miniter, or a Chriftian may ‘be ftiffe in at-error (being mifper- 


fwaded it is atruth Jafter many meanes long ufed-to convince them , with whom . 


yet we muit- hold communion’ in the ordinances of Religion: and the error may 


be fuch as we cannot without hypocrify .or denyall ofthe truth hold communion, 


though {uch meanes ‘of convittion /have not gone: before.’ But the corruptions 


alleadged againft our forme of prayer for matter or manner, are fuch as one 
‘Chriftian may and muft tolerate in another where he hath no power to re= 


| -dreffe them, — : 
ath not Chriftian wifdome and experience of humane frailties leffoned you | 
(deere. brethren). to beare ohe with another in matters of ‘ereater: confequence 


then any have or can be obje&ted truly againft the form of prayer’ in ufe among us? 
‘And why fuch corruptions fhould not be afcribed to humane frailry.we'fee not:For 


-ifa godly Minifter make ufe of a book in things which he judgeth lawfull for mat~ 


= = 


ter and manner.the’cortuption ‘in him that’ ufeth it according to his judgement, . 


from whatcaufe can it {pring but humane ignorance and frailty ? ‘We re affured 
you queflion not the integrity ofmany, who make much ‘morejufe of the booke 
then onely ina few Select prayers. From-the bottome of our hearts we defire and 


pray that God would remove out of his @hurch and worfhip whatfoever offen= . 


-deth for matter or manner, and that all things may be fo done; not onely that they 
‘may be tolerated'but- that they might be approved in the confcience of all men. 
loncrt -' ‘Butiweare perfwaded that not onely fome few felect prayers 


‘Wefce no warrtnt « but many prayers & other exhortations may lawfully be uted, 


why. for» éVery -pat- 


clay aG.thar in With fruit and edification to’ Gods people, 
: > 


a larger {ence is Idolatrous, adjoyned to Gods true worfhip,we fhould forbeare our prefence . 
_ “atthe trueworfhip: it {elf - UWoreafon, of feperation. anfw.to, 6. argument. 


To aperavate! finltsefpecially when it tends ‘to draw away people fromthe - 


Ordinances of God,1s no Jeffe fault then to excufe them , it may be greater, and 
therefore we dare! not'elteeme the prayersread by a godly and faichfull’ Minifter 
according to the booke in ufé’ among us, a corrupt facrifice whether in fuch as 
read them, or therni that be prefent.In them that join according to Chrifts command 


| (and liberty of abfence from Chrift hath not. beene fhewed) notwithftanding . 
_ the corruptions, we hold the prayers to be an holy and acceptable facrifice'to God, 


the. ‘and. 


AT a. 
: 


s 4 The Reply to the anfwer of the fecond P ofition. 


and pleafing to Jefus Chrift. The corrupt facrifice is that, which: thedeceiver. | 


bringeth voluntarily,and out of negleét,having a male in his flock: but the faith- | 


full bringeth him'elfand his godly defires according to the will of God, and as for 


corruptions, wherher refpeSting matter or forme,they are none of his, they cleave | 


not to his Sactifice to ftaine or pollute it. As for the Text ofthe Prophet 4a/. 


¥.1 3,14, it is cited by many in this buGnefle, and to many pucpofes applyed , but 
we cannot finde that in the Prophet for which it is here brought, The decesver ts at- 


curfed that offereth a corrupt thing tothe Lord. This we reade and beleeve, but thaca 
godly man, being prefent at this forme of prayer among us, read by a godlyand 


faichfull Minifer, is the deceiver, who offereth a corrupt thing unto the Lord,thatis 
‘not proved. No argument can be brought from this place tothe purpofe , ‘but 
by analogy, whichisa kindeofarguing of all other moft ready athand,butlya= | 


ble to molt exceptions,and apt to draw afide, if gceat care be not had , (which in 
this place we finde not) to take the proportion in every materiall point jut and 


right. And we defire {uch as alleadge this paflage- of Scripture againft fimple pre- _ 


fence atthe prayers of our Liturgy, advifedly to confider whether God allow 
them to. make fuch application of his truch which wee much doubt of, to fay 
No more. 

~Youtr third propofition, That as you are-very tender of imputing finne to thofe 


men that joyne in fome fele& prayers read by an able and godly Minifler:fo on © 


the other fade you are not without feare , lea{t fuch joyring, may be found unlaw- 
full;unleffe it may appeare that the Minifters with whom the people have commu- 


nion in reading thole Prayers,neither give any (Candall by reading them , morgive — 


t 


~ 


unlawful honour to a thing abufed to Idolatry and Superftition, nor doe. fuffer 


themfelyes to be finfully limited in the reading of them. : 

1. Wecannot conceive how you fhould imagine the practice of a:godly Mini- 
fter in reading fome few. feleSt. prayers co be {candalous or offenfive in their con= 
eregations when the people generally, not in their affembliés onely, but through- 
out the whole land,were perfwaded of the lawfulneffe of that courfe till now of 
late fome have beene drawne away to feparate, who yet by wartant of Scriptute 

troduce nothing of weight to countenance that practicen | 
2 Ifthe booke fhould be asyou take it.an idolathite, latent offence doth not ob- 
lige. Ifany man fay unto thee}, this isfacrificed to Idols, eat it not,fo thatifit 


doe. not manifeAly appeare that this practice is fcandalous; it is not lawfull for the — 


people to withdraw themfelves. ; sie Ch OH 
Thebook (we {peake of the Liturgie fo far as it is found and good) by your 
confeftion is no Idolathite, neither was it taken out of ,the;Maffesbook,in fuch fenfe 
as you obje&,: but rather the maffe 8 other Idolatrous prayers were added to it,for 
popery is.as a {Cab or leprofie cleaving to the Church, and many truths belonging 
to the Church as her proper legacie were ftollen and heaped together in that denne, 
n 


| 
aa 
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And why the true man may notchallenge his goods where ever he finds thé, or the; 
thiefe plead ticle to the true mans goods by prefcription, we know non? It is no 
i ard taske to Chew that our Service-booke-was reformied in mof things-according 
to the purcft Liturgies which were inufe in the Church long before the maffe was 
heard of in the world, And if that could not be fhewed,yet formes of fpeech general- 

ly taken(we {peak not of thts or that {peciall word or phrafé) is no more defiled by 
Tdolatry then the Jight aire, or place where Idolatry is committed. It is not unlaw- 
full to pray,Lord helpe,or Lord have: mercy, or to give thankes,praifed bee God, 
becaufe the Papifts fiy,Lady helpesor, praifed be God and the Virgin Mary. | 
Fourthly, Put cafe the Minifter in reading fuch prayers gives offence » .or attri- 
utes unlawful honour to a thing abufed to:Idolatry and Superftition 5, or fuffer 
himfelfe to be finfully limited in the reading of them , what is thatto the faithfull?. 
This can be no juft ground of the peoples'not joyning with then in} the worfhip 
of God, for that offence is perfonall onely, and:not the fin of them that be-prefent, 
they joyn in prayer onely , and notin his reading or limiting himfelf. Not to fay 
that every particular perfon muft be herein both accufer andJudge.!fhe. give offence, 
nu they fumble at the ftone , and feparate from the. ‘ordinance of grace? wee 
{hould rather think it is their duty to look unto their. feet; that they goe not awry~: 
Let it be fhewed out of the Word of God, that either the Minilter i3 guilty of gi-: 
vine unlawfull honour; or that the people may lawfully withdraw themlelves 10 
cafe he fhould do fo, and we will then fay as you-do, but untill that be.proved, (be- 
ing prefled and called to proffer our judgements) we believe that feparation is {can- 
) aes ~ dalous and finfully never taught of God); nor confir- 
Compare’ what? Mafter I... med by the approvedexample of the godly in.any age. 
hath written in defence orex- or time ofthe Church: yea, againft the'politive La v of 


ie oceeisa ry nae God, injurious to the Churches, diftracting Chriftians, | 
Inifts. Apol. Scét.5, exam. p. 6X. a 
Her Apol.Set 28 exampag.r46. defrauding believers of the {pirituall foud,(of their,, 


, fouls, whichis indeed to infringe their Chriftian liber=,; 
ty, and what ever may be thought of it now 5 in former times ic hath been accouns. 
ted no {mall offence. | ; 
_ Fiftly, sf this and fuch like {cruples make it unlawfull to joya in the ordenanee of 
worthip, we mutt hold communion with no fociety under heaven. For.may not the 
brethren which held all ftinted Liturgies , and fer forms unlawfull fay wich like 
Jfirength of reafon,: Itis unlaw/full to joyn in conceived prayer. with others, if ci- 
ther they give too little honour to ir, as deeming the other lawfull ,or finfully limic- 
ing. or fuffering themfelves to be limited to cne ftinted forme, though conceived at 
fit by them elves? And may not.the brethren. who hold a {tinted forme lawfull 
in like manner obje% ?: It is unlawfullto joyn in prayer with them, becaule they 
attribute too much honour to conceived prayeryas making their device and method 
: | the 


bringing contempt upon the Ordinances of God; and... 


a 
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The eAnfwer to rhe third ana fourth Pofition. 
the worfhip of God? And may not the Brethren which hold it lawfulltoufe fome ~ 
feleéted prayers. according to the forms among us, upon the fame groundscon= — 
deme communion with both forts? andall.of themone withanother , becaufe — 
they either limit themfelves too much, or too little? You fay. in the expofition of. © 
the firft pofition, many Preachers conftantly ufea fet fori of prayer of their own ~ 
making before their Sermons, mut you not fay upon this ground , chanit ishunlawe 
fall ‘to joyn with them,becaufe they Sinfully ftint themfelves ?In probability aChri- 
ftian may prefume, that inthe publike worthip of God, there will be chrough hu- 
mane ignorance &infirmity fomwhat amils for matter, or manner,or both; 8 that 
upon this ground, he mutt Joyn with no fociety in any part of Gods worfhipatall. 

" The advancing of every {mall difference to thisheight , is that_which will bring 
all to confufion; 1f men walk uniforme to their own principles. It is well obferved 
by Mafter Z, Da. that unleffe men will yield fo much favour each to othet in fome 
differerice of opinions, a diffolving not onely of Churches; but of humane focieties — 
alfo mutt neceffarily follow, & not onely nottwo Minifters,but not two men fhould q 
live together, which were to put off even humanity it felfe, | fie 

»°Sixtly , wee have credibly heard that you hold: fellowfhip with profeffed, rigid — 
Separatits without any acknowledgment of their errour,and receive theim-as mens) 
bers, or communicate with them in the priviledges of the Church, though you pro-! 
feffe you approve not their opinion or practice. And if in godly wifdome, you can- 
{ee grounds tojoyn with them , we marvell you fhould be fo timorous inthis par- 
ticular. - | | | | 1 o. 

Seventhly. if you judge the practice of fuch godly Minifters , fcandalous to them — 
chat fepdrate fron the ordinance; becaufe it is not adminiftred in this, or that. but in: » 
a finted form. Itis a fcandall taken, and not given; and by forbearing , iftocon=' 
firme men in errour, be to fcandalize them; they fhould offend them themore: yeas | 
they fhould prejudice'the truth, and it might be an occafion to beget needleffe {crue ‘| 
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hers, and draw them ignorantly from the fellowfhip of the Saintsinthe — 
holy ordinianices of God, ahd Arengthen them who by your owne confeffion,are 
run too farinto Schifine already» : e 
III POSITION. 
That the children of godly and approved Chriftians , are not to be baptiz 
their parents be fet members of fome particular Congregation 
; Iv POSITION. 

That the Parents themfelves,though of approved prety , are not to be 

the Lords Supper, untill they be aaimitted as fet Members. . 
Anfiv. | 
Héfe two Pofitions may be maintained with one and the fame defence , being 
fomew hat coincident,and therfore we joyn them as ifthey were but nae Ta 
their 


jucg- | 
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ed untill 
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received te 
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fore to prevent all miftakes,it may pleafe you totake notice that we are not © 


- 


The Replpt6 the anfwer of the third and fourth Pofizions. ae 
judgement who refufe alltcligious communion with fuch as are not Church Mem” 
bers, nor doe wee appropriate communion in this ‘priviledge of the icals only:to 
the Members of our own Churches 5 excluding all other Churches-of Chriftfrom 
the faine, though they may be through errour or huinane frailty defective in-fome 
matters of order; provided that the liberty of our'Churches be preferved,of wane 
fuch fatisfaction as is meet (as well by Letters of recommendation, or otherwite 
ifit be requifite).concerning’ thofe whom wee admit unto fellowfhip. in the: feals. 
oras we account it our duty to keepe the unity of fpiric inviolate with any, in 
whom we difcerne any fruits of the {pirit, fo we hold. our felves bound to difcharge 
this duty,according to order. Spirituall cOmunion in prayers; holy conferences & o- 
ther religious actions of like nature we maintain wach al godly perlons,though they 
be not in Church order:But Church communion we hold onely with Church meme 
bers admitting to fellowfhip of the feals the known and approved, & orderly recom- 
mended members of any true Church. ‘But into fellowfhip of the cenfures, admit- 
tance of members and choice of Officers, onely the members of that particular 
Church whereof they and we (any ofus) ftand members. Thefe things being pre- 
mifed, the. confiderations whereupon our judgement and practice is {wayed for ad- 
miniftration of the’Seals onely to fuch as are in order of a true ‘vifible Church are 
thefe that follow. othe ‘fee a | 
| +H | Reply. a 
EC Ee PAatis here premited to prevent-all miflakes,' doth {cem moreto raife 
A then to abate {cruples if we miltake not your meaning. You refufe not 
Ad __ all religious communion with all that are not Church inembers, and 
{fo much they profeffe,who formerly have gone for ; and profeffed themfelves Sepa= 
_Yatifts from our Affemblies. You do not appropriate this priviledge of the Seals one- 
P| to the members of your own' Churches, excluding all other Churches of. Chrift 
rom the fame ; If your meaning be onely this , that you deny not the Sacraments 
adminiftred in other Churches to be the true Sacraments of Chrift for fubftances 
then you afcribe little more to the Churches of Chrift in this,then to the Synagogue 
of Satan, the Church of Rome, For you willnot deny Baptifine adminiftred a- 
mong them to be true for fubflance : If you deny not to have fellowhhip withtkem 
-in the Seals, and toadmitthem to the Sacrament, and to communicate with them: 
then eisher your judgment is contrary to your practice , or you exclude the Chur- 
ches of Exgland from the number of true viGble Churches of Chrift, which isto de- 
ftroy what you formerly builded, and here profeffe. All poffible care tokeep the 
_- Ordinances of God from contempt, we allow and commend, provided you 20 not 
} beyond the Lords warrant, and deny not the priviledges of the Church to then, to 
} whom they are due by divine appointment, nor the name and tide of Church to 
thole focieties jwhich God hath plentifully blefled with means of crace, have recei- 
ved the Tables and Seals,and have entred into Covenant with his Highneffe. Your 


D liberty 


18 The reply to the anfwer to the third and fourth Pofitions, 
wet: to receive fach facisfation’as is meet, is not called into queftion 5 nor whe- 
ther you are to keep the bond of the Spirit inviolate according to order, But whe- 
ther this be to keep the bond of the Spirit inviolate (wiz) to exclude from the Sacra- 
ment true vilible believers,or knowne recommended Chriltians, formerly members 
of vifible Churches among us; and their children; becaufe they are not meinbers(as. 
you fpeak)in Church Order. ’And whether God alloweth to put this difference be- 
tween Church mébers of your focieties & other vifible believers walking in holints, 


‘though not adinitted inembers of any lociety according to your Church ‘order, as to 


receive the onesthough members of another focierysunto the Seals, and'to debar the 
other and their children. Thef are the things to be confidered in thefe prefent pofi- 
tions. And firft we will examine your Reafons for your judgment and practice by 
themfelves, and then fo far as we judge meet , try your antwers to gts objections 
you make again(t it. 
1 Confideration, | 

a He Seals, ipa & the Lords Supper are given tothe Church; asa priviledge 

peculiar therto in ordinary difpenfation. Indeed the preaching ofthe word is not 
fo; being an ordinance given not onely for the edifying of the Church already ga- 
thered. but alfo for the gathering of men to the Churches that yet are without: wher- 
as the difpenfing of the Seals is Gods Ordinance , given onely for the edifying of 
the Church being gathered; and not for the gathering of it: And becaufe there. j is 
now; Nouniverlall vible Church on earth wherein the Seals are difpen ced, there 
beingno placé,nor time , nor Officers, nor Ordinances appointed in the New Te- 
ftarnent:by Chrift our Lord’; ° for. ay {uch Affeinblies as the ewes had under 


Mofes. ith 


Ic remains that the Chriftian Churches, whexeunto thefe priviledges were given, 
arecongregationall, confifting onely of fo many as may and do meet together. ordi- 
narily in-one place for the publike worfhipping of God, and their .own edifying. 

Hence it isthat we read fo much in the New Teftament of the Churches in the 

Laie number ,. the Churches of Chrift, the Churches of God 5 


Rom 1616. the Churches of the Saints : and not onely when they were of divers _ 
3 WEL 16- — Nations; the Churches of the Gentiles, but alfo of the fame Nation, 
Ronee 4. » The Churches of Judea , and not onely when that Country was of 
Gala, ‘large extent and circuit, the Churches of Afra’, Bik alfo of a {imal! 
4.-The Goat /-partofthe Country, The Churches of Galatia : yea, when congre- 
r69r1619.; gations in feverall Cities are {poken of, They are called Churches,aé - 
Gas ‘ ND | the Churches of Levu fakem: the Churches at Antioch.To wind up all, 
pepe ‘feeing the Chirches'tin the Gofpell are coneregarionall , and ace 
809 $25) * Bay stifme and the Lords Supper (being obit: rtiviledges) belong 


a to the Churches, it will follow., that as City priviledges oe 


long encly to Citizens and their children : fo baptifine andthe Lords Supper being 


Church 
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Church priviledges , belong onely to the members of particular Churches » and 
their feed. And that feeing figillum fequitar dounm, toapply them ‘to others 
what is it but to abufe them? As a feal of a corporation is abufed if added to con- 
firme the grant of priviledges which are peculiar to amy Towne corporate'to one 
that being no free-man of that ols oe is uncapable thereof. i 
ee | Reply. r 3H Re 
[' by the Church be underftood the society of men, profeffing the entire faith of 
Chrift, che feales are given unto it as a peculiar priviledge; but ifby the Chutch. 
you underftand onely a congregationall affembly in Church order, the feales were 
never appropriated to it. But to examine every thing in order as it is pro- 
pounded. as Ee ie: 

: The Seales, Baptifme, and the Lords Suppers are given to the Church as pri-* 
viledges peculiar thereunto , not onely in ordinary (asyoufay)but 
alfo in extraordinary difpenfation. True baptifme is not without the Eph. 4. 455. 
Church, but within it,an ordinance given to it, and they thatare 
baptifed,muft needes be ofa Church. The Sacraments are the feales of the Cove- 
nant tothe faithfull , which is the forme of the Church, and when frr fubftance 
rightly ufed, tokens and pledges of our fpirituall ‘admit- : 
tance and entertainment into the Lords family, and Sym- Als %. 38.41. Gen 1.10. 
bolls or teftimonies whereby the people of God are diftin- 3 SL std hur ceoealite 

; : : a : ; obinf? againkt Beyn. real. 
euifhed from all other Nations. Thisis moft certain,asin gical paz7, ie 

the ‘ordinary; fo’in'the extraordinary difpenfation of the 
Sealesas'is confirmed by the Texts of Scripture alleadged in the Margine. “For 
the Apoftles (as you fay) difpenced the feales in an extraordinary way, but the 
feales difpenced by the Apoftles wereSeales‘of the covenant, priviledges pecaliax 
to the Church, priviledges of {pirituall admittance and entertainment into the Lords 
family. : i" jesus She | 
And when you fay the difpencinig ofthe Seals is an Ordinancé given onely for. the 
edifying of the Church being gathered,and'not for the garhering of it, mu‘titnot be 
underftood in extraordinary.difpenfation as wel as ordiqaty:To what pupote then 
are thofe words (in ordinary difpenfation) added to the propofition ? ifthereby you 
would intinatethat the Sacraments be not the peculiar priviledges of the Church, 
and Seiles of the Covenant in extraordinary difpenfation , itis evidently crofie 
cothe Text you cite ;and'to your felyes afterward. If your meaning be; that in 
ordinary difpenfation the Sacraments doe of ticht belong to them onely, who bee 
fet members of a vifible congregation, it is all one with the conclufion, that,which 
is in'queftion arid fhould be proved, and that which this very Scripture doth plen- 
tifully difprove’; for they that were baptifed were not fet members of a. particular 
congregational! Church whereunto they were baptifed, nor ina Church way be- 
fore baptifme (ag isevident and granted by the moft of your felyes) but by bap- 
2 time 
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tilme felemnly admitted: into the Church and then it is not. for your purpofe ; on 
they were fet embers (as fome of the brethren feeme tocontend in an{wer to the ; 
objection framed again{l this confideration) and then the words are more thea fus 

prevent the objeStion which yon forefaw might be 


perfl ous. Added, they were to 


made from the Apoftles pratice and example but fo as they cut afunder the finews: 
of the confideration it felfe, and inake icof no force, For as thole beleivers were 
ofthe Church :. fo -are:a pproved. Chriftians. and their feed among us: therefore the 
. priviledges of the feales belong untothem.... — rest : 

. 2 And asthe feales: fo is the word of falyation preached and received a privi~ 
ledge of the Church, If by the preaching of the word you underftand nothing but 
the tender of falvation. or the publifhing of the will of God, concerning. the fal- 
vation of mans whether, by private or publike perfons ; it is ‘not: proper. to. the... 
Church but an ordinance given for the gathering of men to the Church, and not 
only for the edifying of the Church, For the Apoftles fir preached to the Gen-- 
tiles-when Infidels, that they might be converted , And we doubt not buta Mini- 
{ter orprivate Chriftian comming into country of ‘Infdells; may as occafion is. 
affered.sand as they fhall be inabled, inftruét°and perfwade. them to receive:the 
faith of Chrift: but if by the preaching ‘of the word be meant the giving of the word, 
to a people,to abide and continue withthem,. and? confequently their «receiving of» 
isatleaft in profeffion. then it is proper to the Chureh'of God}. wie ; 
tevz.13- The word makes difciples to Chrift,'and:the-word giventoapeople © 
Devt.ag.12z, 1s Gods covenanting: with them, and- the peoples receiving this: 
26.17.18. word and profeffitig: their faith in God through Tefus Chrift is the 
apa ssi taking of God to bee their God. The lawes and ftatutes which, 
ef. Pi 24719 Cod gave to Ifraell, was the honour and ornament to that-Nation,: 
aoNeh-913, anda teftimony that God had ‘feparated thems ftom all. other pto= 
_ AG. 38. Luk. ple, even the Gentiles themfelves being Ttidges. The word of recon-- 
»-96.29-2 Cors ciliation isfene and given to the world reconciled in Iefus Chrift, - 

TH ITA. Dewt. ong they that receive the dogtrine, law, or word of God are the, 
33. 3. 10.8. 30 ay ‘ly A 
Difciples, egavants and. people. of God. : 

In your fecond confidetation youintimate that there is a two fold preaching,. 
tae one by office and. authority; the other in Common charity, or how ever elfeir 
may.be called. For thus you write. God hath joyned to. preach (viz by office) and 
to baptize together, therefore we may not feparate chem.. Now, to preach unto,. 
that.is_to inftruét or, counfell in charity-is.a duty which may be performed to. 

4.2 2, aninfidell, but to preach by office is, proper to them that are-called 
aed: to.that office : and fo.to be:taught.and iniruSted by.Officersin the 
| #** Church is proper to the Church.. re Ee ene | 
Tq Raye. paftors who {all feed with knowledge and.underftanding isa gift of - 

: | matrimoniall 


The Reply to the anfwer of the third and fourth Pofitions. 2X 
Tn ial abbr matrimoniall love which God vouchfafech’ unto his Church. 
Stal en 5. teh Apoftles ficft gathered Churches and then: ordained elders 
a ae che in everie Citie or Church; to that it is proper'to the Church to be 
famevecfe the fed and guided by true {pirituall pafors who teach and bleffe 


fame perfons are in the name ofthe Lords And if the word preached and recei- 


; © t ae §ivye 
Sif 5 oe -oved bee a cercaii¢ note of the true Church,they that have intyre- 


Cheittians pag.116. ly-xeceived che word of falvation and have Paftors godly and. 
127.211 &c. alfo faithful to feede and guidethen, they and their feed have right 
Page $8 and intéreft unto the feales in order. oe Bier pat | 
Moreover the true worfhip of God isan infeparable and infallible marke ofthe 
true Church cf God, for where €hrift is, there is his Church. This is the preroga-. 
tive of the church. The Prince fhall be in the midft of them, and he fhall go in when 
a »» they goe in, &c. And) ( brift faichs where 2, or 3. are-mec together © 
EE AG in my name there am I -in the middeft’ among them. And for ccr- 
EXh Math 8. tain they are gathered in the name of Chrift that being lawfully cal- 
a0. ler.t4 9 led doe affemble to worfhip-God and call tspom his: same in the 
mediation of Iefus Chrift. Im ‘thmes’ paft, the Church was acknowledged by 
lor, 24.14 the feare of God, and entyre Service of his Majeftie,: by che pro- 
felling of the true faith and faivtifull calling upon Gods name. The fignes of Apo- 
ftolike.Churches arethefe. The continuance in the Apoftles doStrine 
_and fellowfhip, and-breaking of bread and prayer.And if faith, true and 
-lively(though mixed with many doubtings; and errors) make a mana 
living: member oflefus Chrift.the entyre profeffion of true faith joyned with holy» 
nefle of life in fome meafure anfwerable thereuntc, makes a. man a true member 
of the vifible. Church. And if the feales belong to the Church in right and orderly dif- 
penfationstheythat joyne. together in the true worfhip of: God, according to his. 
will, with godly and faithfull paftors, they have right and, title to the Sacraments 

according to divine inftitution; © se na: | : 
Thirdly, that there is now no vifible-Catholike Church: in your fenfe will ea- 
fily bee granted.ize,there isno univerfall fociety confifting of all:fuch as are ac- 
counted or to bee efteemed Chriftians,{ubjected to one or many vniverfall Paftors 
or guides, wherwithall fubordinates mult communicate in-fome:facred things 
which may make them one Churchattd which: may and can be performed by that 
yniverfalland head Churchronly. Suchan vniverfall ‘Chriftian Church Chrift 
never.ordained, no not in the:dayes of the Apoftles,;to-whom all the care ofall the. 
Churches, was committed: The Churches: planted by the. Apoftles had all the. 
fame:fubftantiall lawes and cuflomes, the fame guides.and officers for kinde, the 
fame ordinances.of worfhip and meanes of Salvation - But one ficck or Society. 
it the fore mentioned acceptation they were not,becaufe they were but fubordinate 
to.onevifible.head,Chrift,with which they were to hold union.and communiotr 
: PY 3 7 ime 


Rowm.1o.14 


. +.” ='5 oe, Te. GS om Ti - 2 «a eS" Poe, 
SERS a aS ee 
itera ote a 


> — Neer as x : | 
Bren Re Pee ty boty oN ee 
so 2a icc, Wake a 


fl. oz _ The Reply to the Anfwer of the third and fourth Potions. 


in fome. worfhip :to be) performed: by them all jointly affembled at fome fpeciall 
folemnity, nor fubjected to the goverhmeat of any fupreame tribunal conftandy 
to be erected and continued among'them. 3 ere < 
: Nevertheleffe,in fome refpects of rea=_ 
As edd is uarione peat ie 5 . hathhee “fon, the vifible Church , may be called : 
-rally o ‘a2n WOK ey j 
oe Ge is his Cheek tab oP, the Church,theep fold or flock of Chrift; 
ye my flock, the flack of my paffiere ave men, Exek 44. f° if the whole fuciety or body myfi- 
3, Ayn. Cant-1.8) Sure iris ihatheeis none call of Chrift be one; this;Church mili-’ - 
of Chrifts fheepe vifibly , or in refpe€ of men tantin like fore is one : the unity of 
which is without Chrifts theepfold , for chere is which feciety confifts in that uniformi- 
ore fheepfold and one fheepheard. Iohn 10.16, whe y | 
Robinf 4painft Bera likelihsods. p61. ty, which all fverall perfons thereunto 
Sha ©) belonging » have by reafon of that one: 
Lord whofe fervants they all are ;’ and profeffé them(felvess. that one Spirit whereby 
- they are animated as the body by one foul; whereby they believe in Chrifl, and 
which they acknowledge and profeffe, that one Baptifme inward and outward, 
whereby they put on Chrift, and are initiated.) 0 Ree 
} bagbely of gas sw. aun “This fociety -isone in the inward frui- | 
Hieron.tom.2.Ep.85..Vec alrera Ro- tion and enjoying of the benefits of 
ma urbis Ecclefiasalecratotius orb ex~ Chrifts Death and Refurre@tion; and in 
i ftimanda eft, Gallia, Britannia, outward ptofeffion of thofe things which 
Afia, Gc. & omnes barbare Nationes’ {upernaturallyappertain to the very ef=. 
nau Chriftum adorant , unam obfer~ {ence of the Church,and are neceflarily re- 
vant regulam veritatis. quired invevery Chriftian, this acceptation 
ia REAL 2 2 of the word is’ not unufuall in Scriptures ° 
| As God hath fet fome in the Church. His bodies fake which is the Church.’ The 
if Church wa. whereof Pas! was madea Minifter, and ‘whereunto the reft of the 
Apoftles were ordained’, which was the Catholike vifible Church}: 


pest yea the fociety of men profeffing the faith of Chrift throughout ‘the: 
1 (oh kg -: world; divided intomany particular’ Churches whereof ‘fome are 


pure, others impure, fome more.others leffe found. Hereunto it may 

e added, that every multitude and fociety of believers are indefinitely called the 
| : Church, I perfecuted the Church of Ged.The houfe of God which is 
|) x €er.t§¢g.° > the Church’ of the living God. In which’ fenfe all the ‘Churches 
|| Ohta: - in the world may truly be called one. And thus the’ Apoftle Peter’ 
Tim, zr s.  Writillg to many difperfed Churches, who could not affemble in one 
E Pet.§.2, placenor be fed by one Shepherd, {peaketh of them fingularly as one 
| flock. Feed the flock of God’ which'is among you. But that. flock 
are the flrangers difperfed through Pontus, Galatia, Afia, Cappadocra, and Bythinias 
‘which could not ‘poffibly joine together in the Ordinances” 

Paftores fume emues, of Worthip], or make one diftint congregated shin ch 

si Y 
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fed grew uneerquiab And if the Catholike Militant C hurch be one,Society , the 
Apoftolis omnibusu- Seals that are given as a prerogative to the C hurch are given 
nanims confenfy paf- unto it,and the true Members of the Catholike Church have 
catar. Cypr.de wai- right and title to them in due order;though they be notad- 
tate Ectlefies ~~ mitted into the Church fellowfhip you {peak of. 


3 cite Baise ides... noiiE re For as the flock or fociety,is oné: “fo is: 
Exh paftores multi fumus, unum ramen the Minilterys, Faiths Covenant, and Sa- 
gregem pafcimus , Cyprl.3. Epiftola craments, which are given as a communi~ 

13. Cum fit aChristo una Ecclefia per: on-prerogative unto. the whole Church, 
totum mundumin multa membra divifa -and not appropriated to this orthat part 

“stems Epifeopatus unus* Epifcoporum> ormember, as feparated fromthe, whole; 
| ‘gaultorums concord: numero diffufuss@c.' which is further evidenced hereby. 5’, thac 
Cyprls4.Ep.7. > fometime it hath',, and too: often it may 
imiok data. : fall ont; that a Chriflian may. be a true 
member of the univerfall vifible Church (é.e, he may hold, profeffe, and maintain 
that holy Catholike Faith,pure,and undefiled without which no man can be faved) 
“who for the prefent isno “a@tuall: member ‘of any ‘particular ‘or vifible fociecy. in 
Churchsorder. © As for example; a man'may be cut off by Excommunication, froin 

‘ allcommerce with the prefent vifible Church wherein hee was bred 
John 9.13.35. and born, when hee’is norcut off from the Catholike ; Orthodoxail 
or sins or ‘Church. Hee may be deprived of participation of the Ordinance in 
Athanafus may e¥ety particular fociety when his right and title to thenmis much bert- 
‘befor an’ ex- ter then thefe who have moft injurioufly caft him out >: or cébarred 
amples him of the means of falvation. svemas b piel 
*< ‘The-communion of Saints, whether vifible or invifible. is the effect and proper- 
ty of the Church Catholike , and agreeth to the feverall-patts and membersithere- 
of, as they be members of that body under the head ; and if particular Churches 
have commuuion: together it mu of neceffity be; that they» bee parts'and mem- 


bers of the whole body which ison®.. 99) 0°. 
4+: Though there be no univerfall congregation’ or aflembly nor can be imagi- 
“ned, yet there are and have beene many vilible affemblies or focieties, true Church- 
esof ChriQ, to whom the Prerogative of the Sealsis:givens which have not beene 
‘united and knittogether, in Church-order inro‘one congregationall body or ifoci-~ 
ety, For every fociety in covenant with God’is thetrue Church of Godt for 
what is it to be the flock, people or (heepe of God; ‘but to be the Church of Gad? 
Gobet: And where there is a Covenant,there isthe people of God. They that 
ep 16.1, 2t@of the faith of Abrahams are the children and teediof tbrabam, 
Apog 14.73, 2nd within the Covenant of Abraham (though but two orthree). and 
yeb.:6,t9, fo of the fame Church with him by thareovenanr... The:communicati- 
ee GI 
® 


sa The Reply to'the an/wer of the third and fourth Pofitions. 


Rob. aga nt 


Ber pd,222. 


* 
onand. accepting of the tables of the covenant is an undoubted token 
a i = x8 4 E ys Wa : ae Grr ees ae 
Depa cag. Of a people int cowenanorcontidetarcy. butrvery-tocibyy profelhing the 
RoM.414,18. truce and encire faith, Joyning in prayer and: chankelgiving, receiving 


Gen.2,3. the truth of God to dwell among them, and in fone meafure confor- 


Gal.3 67,8, . ming themfelves to the obedience of Gods C ommandeinents, is in co- 
een yenant with God. Icis fimply neceffary to the being of a Church 
Fou. ag that it be laid ‘upon Chrift the foundation 5 which being done, the 
remaining of what is forbidden ; -or the want of what is commanded, 
cannot put the fociety from the title or right of a: Church.For Chrift is the founda 
tion and head corner flone of the Church , anda’ people comming unto Chrift, 
united unto him, built upon him, having communion with him and growing up.in 
him,are the trne Church of God:: and if the feals be annexed to.the covenant by 


‘God himfelfe.as we cannot deny a people in.covenant to be the Church,fo: we mutt 
_ nordeny their right ‘and title to the Sacraments. If therefore the meaning’ of the 


ropofition be,that the feales be given'to the Church, that is, to true and foune 


Chriftians,and people in covenant with God,as a priviledge whether in: ordinary 


or extraordinary difpenfation we accept it-as good and found, but it makes againf& 
your judgement and practicein keeping away fuch as have right and title co the 


‘ordinances: . If youmeane the feales are given to the Church, that is ; onely to fet 


members of fome particular fociety combined by covenant (as it is among yot) 
wecannot receive it, becaufe itimplieth a diftinction not taught in Scriptures, and 
croffe to your felves. And for the thing tt felfe the Sccipture.hath nothing but many 
things asaintt it as hath beene fhewed. net nie e 
o 0 : : ey . ee, Sa ots ° 9 
‘s If ivbe granted that the feales are the prerogative of a particular vifible 
Church, known and approved Chriftians among us, and their feed are members of 


-ccue and -vifible Churches, and fo to be efteeined among you before they be-enwed 


into Church memberfhip as you call it. For every fociety profeffing, the intire and 

: true faith,and joyning together in the right.ufe of the Sacraments in 
See Mrs IeDe matters fubftantiall is the true Church of God, and every -vilble 
Apol, 114 Sth. bteever receiving the word and profeffing thetrue intire faithsad- 
CxaM- PITT. nitted to the rizht and lawful participation of the Sacraments is a 
viljble member of the true Church,ifhe have neither renounced that fociety.nor de= 
ferved jultly to be caft out by excommunication or Church cenfure. For the intire 
profeffion of the truth, the dwelling of the truth among men, the right ufe of the Sa- 


- Craments (which is ever-joyned with truth of Doétrine, and to.be efteemed by it) 


is proper to them that be in covenant with God, - And they “that truly partake of 
che Seales muft needes be of a Church,for the feales are not without but within the 
Church an ordinance given unto it, and ifthey be true members of the true Church= 
es of Jefus Chrift,other Churches, are bound to hold:communion with them in the 
ordiaance of worthip asdivine providence {hall minitter occafion. 


<geow “es wins 
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In anfwer to the ninth pofition you fay the members of other Churches, well 
known and approved by vertue of communion wich Churches, doe mutually and 
with good acceptance coinmunicate each of them at others (hurches, even fo often 
as Gods providence leads them thereunto , and themfelves defire it. In your pre- 
face to this confideration,you fay you admit to fellowfhip of the feales, the known, 
approved,and orderly recommended members of any true Church , and if knowne 
and approved Chriftians, members of our Churches comming over into New Enge 
Jand,fhall deGire gither to have their children baptized,or to be adinitted themfelves 
to the Lords Supper before they be fet members of any fociety there, we defire to 
“know upon what grounds from God you candeny them, ifyou ackaowledee 
ottr Churches, Miniflery, and Sacraments, to be true and of God (as you profeffe) 
and the members of the Church be known and approved, erderly recommended 
unto you. 


Iris the priviledge of Chriftians baptifed themfelves , and walking in the faith, - 


that their children fhould have right to baptifine in all crue Churches in the world. 
It is the priviledge of Chrifians lawfully and juftly admitted to the Lords Supper 
inone vifible Church, and walking in covenant with God , that they have right 
co this priviledge in all Churches profeffing their intire faith, and you muft fhew 
juft and found reafons from God of your judgement and practice in debarring 
their feed from baptifime,and parents themfelves from the Supper; or cife (co ufe 
the words ofa reverend Elder among you, ina cafe of lefleimpor- ang) 
rance, and not concerning fomany) you will be found guilty of Cie nn. 
adding tothe words, and making eleven Comimandements, and 61, & 18. 
fetting up humane cuftomes , and felfewill againft Gods appoint- 
_ ment. For the Sacraments are given to the Church as a priviledge peculiar there~ 
unto, but you deny this priviledge to the true vifible members of the Church; (as 
your felves confeffe, ); For ifthe Minifters be the Minifters of Chrift, and their con- 
gregations the Churches of Chrift', then knowne and approved Chriftians are 
-tuembersofthe Church. In your opinion the members of the Jewifh Church 
might be received unto baptifme, upon confeffion of the Chriftian faith, before they 
were entred into Church fellowfhip, and it is more then ftrange to us that you 
fhould not thinke the true vifible members ofthe Churches of Chrift to have as 
much title and intereft to the Seales, as the members of the Jewifh Church to the 
Sacrament of Baptifine. i 

6 The diftin& Churches mentioned in the New TeAament, it is not certain that 
they were congregationall focieties confifing onely of fo many as might and dic 
meete together ordinarily in one place at one time for the publike worfhip of God, 
and their own edification, and if this were granted it would not carry the weight 
that was laid upon it, But becaufe it may make way for the clearing of fome othe: 

points 


The reply ta the anfwer of the third and fourth Pofitions, 
points partaining to difcipline and Church orders, we intreat leave to fet downe, 
and defire you to examine what may be objeXed again/l it. We will not infift up- 
on this that the leaft circuite wherein there is mentionof Churches, is ample enough 
to containe fome dioceffesiand the leaft City, populous enough to. 
make many cumberfome congregations. Nor upon this, that to. 
ineete at one time and one place, as one aflembly is a thing meere- 
ly accidentary to the unity ofthe Church and fociety Ecclefiafticall 
which is Millone, when they are difperfed afunder, and no particular man of that 
fociety at fir remaining now alive. The number of beleevers was fo great in 
fome Cities as they could not conveniently meete in one place as one affembly to 
worthip the Lord according to his will and for their edifying. That there wasa 
Church gathered in the City of Suasaria by the miniftery of Philup will not be de- 
nyed; for they received the word and were baptifed, but that the Church in that 
‘City wasonely a congregationall affembly is more thencan probably be conclu- 
ded out of Scripture. For the whole City or the greateft part could not ordinari- 
~ lyaffemble ta one place to their edification: But the whole City 
A386. 15 of Sansarta, ina manner, (as it is probable) imbraced the faith, 
se oes : As the whole City from the leaft to the greateft had given heede to 
Meee 4 Sinzon Magus before, fo to Phillip now when he preached Chrift, 
And the Text faith exprefly that Samsaria received the Golpell. 
Atls 2. 4X The Chriftian Church at Lerafalem was one and diftinS, but it 
‘ ae aan erew and increafed fir" to 3000. then to 5000. afterwards multi~ 
: tudes.of men and women were added, and the multitude of Dif- 
i ciplesincreafed , it is alfo moted thata company ofthe Priefts received the faith. ~ 
‘| The Syriacke hath it ofthe Jews, (/cil.) in habiting Judea, but the Greeke, Ara- 
| bian, wulegar, Chrifoftoms & Erhsopians approvethe former, and the number of the 
i, Envar, 36,37, Prielts was not fmall : there is mention al fo of millions of beleevers. 
HL 6038. And when all the Apoftles, or the greateft part of them remained at. 
| pitied ai + Jerufalem fora time continuing in the miniftery of the word and 
\ 23,23 16.40 Prayers and thatthey might doe it the more earneftly and diligent- 
ar 12.29, ly left the care of the poore to others : how can we thinke but that 
| Church did grow exceedingly, and the number of beleevers there to 
be more then could fitly meete ordinarily in one congregation. “Without queftion 
the number of beleevers in Aztioch was not finall,of whielvit is faidexprefly, that 


2 ereat number belceved, turned to the Lord, and that a great multitude was ad- | 


Bucer. dif’ cp 3 
pa 43 & ep 4s. 
P4.3ar6. 


ded to the Lord by the preachiug of Barxzabas, and that Paal and 
At srear, Barnabas continued there one whole yeere preaching the word of 
: God, and teaching the multitude,fothat the Difciples were firft called 
AhtY 2426 Chriftians at Antioch. After that this Church was vited by Past 
and 
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‘Attar3 v5 ct and Barnabas , who continued there teaching and preaching the 
14£7.c119.30 Word of God with many others alfo, and may wee not thinke 
345356 that this Church did quickly rife to fuch bigneffe that they 
could not well affemble in one congregation asnow wee call 

them ? ieee, cidtwet 
Ic will eafily be credited that the number of believers was not fmall at Epbefus, 
-4£ wecall to minde that when Paw had been there bat two yeers; all 
Aftstg10, they that dwelt in Afa had heard the word of the Lord both /ems and 
& si & — Grecians,thata great doore and effectuall was opened to him at Z- 
‘in, ies 9. phefws, That the art for making Shrines , and Diaxaes Temple was in 
| danger tobe fecatnought; and that thofe that had ufed curious arts, 
came and burnt their books in the fight of all men, which could not be done wirh~ 
out greardanger unto the Church, unleffea great part of the City had believed. 
Where a Church did comprehend a City with its Suburbs and the Country circum- 
jacent, é.e. che believers who profeffed the faith within that circuit. Ic might well be 
that the number did fo increafe through the extraordinary bleffing of God , which 
accompanied the preaching of the word in thofe primitive times, and firft planting 
of the heavenly Kingdome , that they could not well meet ordinarily in one place, 
and yet continued one Society. For when a number is gathered in {mall Villages, 


‘or fome added to the number already gathered, it is not mect they fhould be negs 


lected becaufe finall, nor divided from the body, becaufe the number not competent 
to make an intire and perfeé& body of it felfe. The increafe of the Churches doth re- 
quire an ‘increafe of Elders, and’ (if they grow to bignefle more then ordinary) an 
increafe of places for their affembling, when the effence of the vifible Church 1: noe 
changed, nor one multiplied or divided into many. And it is more available for the 
good of the Ghurch, and further removed from all ambition, if the Society fhall.a!- 
femble occafionally in divers places as p2xts and members of the body, then to con- 
flitute a diftin free Society confifting of a few Believerssnot fit to make up an in- 
tire body contrary to the precedent examples of the Apoftles. Intimes of grievous 
and hot perfecution the Churches of God could not affemble in any great number 
in publick places, but have been compelled to meet in Woods, Caves, Dens , and 
dark corners, as the Lord hath offered opportunity , one and the fame Society 1 
fundry places: So that either itis not effentiall co the Church to mect together in 
one place ordinarily, or their Society is broken off by perfecution, when their meet~ 
ing together in one place is interrupted. Ic isfaid by fome where the Church grew 
_ greater, fometimes bythe fuddain and extraordinary converfion of 
Robinfos again’ sore then Could well fo affemble, then was there prefently a difper- 
Bern prgé, ies 2 Ea am Sig" ft 
fion of the former; and a multiplication of more particular Aflem- 
blies. But in the Scriptures quoted no fuch thing doth appeare, but rather the con- 
| foi ite E 2 a trary 
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trary ashath been proved. In aftertimes when the Church was | 


Evfeb bA16 638. within the Cities.as of Rome, Ephe(us, eAlexandria, Carthage, 


Lat 43. Gi€s.33- 


Ruff Terufalem, cc. the number of Believers did greatly exceed the — 


bigneffe of a convenient and fitting affembly which might ordi- 

narily congregate in one place to worfhip God according to his appointinent when 
the Chrrch was but one. Soi ae 
_ Seventbly, Sceing then both the Seals in ordinary and.in extraordinary difpenfa- 
tion belong to the Church, #4 eff, to the faithfull, and repentant, taught rnade Dif- 
ciples, who have received the word, believe, and profeffe the faith, have received the 
holy Ghoft, and walke in obedience, who are members of other vifible Churches, 
or to be made members of a vifible Church for the time being, by admittance unto 
‘the Sacraments, and not unto fet members cf congregationall affemblies only. And: 


fecing. the godly and faithful’ Minifters among us are the true Minifters of Chrift,:, 


and their godly congregations, true Churches, and knowne, and approved Chrifti- 
ans; true members of vifible Churches formerly baptized, and adinitced to the Lords 
Supper. This confideration is of no weight to juftifie your opinion and pradtice in 
debarring known and approved Chriftians, profeffing the faith, members of the. 
true vifible Churches amongft us from the Lords Supper , or their feed from Ba- 


ptifine,becaufe they be not yet received as fet members of fome particular cOgregati= 


on among’ you: And if fuch Believers are not to be received to the Seals, we defire 


youto confider ifever the Sacraments of the New Teflament,were rightly difpenfed 
in the Church ofthe NewTeftament from the firft Plantation thereof unto this day. 
The Seale doth follow the grant, and as the Seale is prophaned, if it be puttoa 


falfe grant or Charter, fo arethe faichfull wronged if the Seale in a lawfull way de-. 


; fired, be denied to them that have received the grant, ¢.e. have 
hit de Sacra contr. cisht unto Jefus Chrift,and communion with him.But the faith- 
be ge* & 3 Full who have received the word with gladneffe, beli d 

psc 139,238. ull Who nave received the word wit giaaneile, believe ; ana 
Alterf-or the Sact: profeffe, be members knowne atid aparoved by other vilible 
Lacé6 fol.att. Churches, or fuch as defire to be admitted members of that vilible 
Society for the time by communicating in the ordinance, are al- 

ready partakers of the grant or charter, have right and interet in Chrift, may law- 
fully defire the Seals , and may be adinitted as members for the time being of that 
particular Society. Therefore to debar fuch, from the Lords Supper ,. and their feed 
fiom Baptifme, is again(t the Law of nature, and the pofitive Law of God, an in« 
jury to the faithfull and their feed , a wrong tothe Catholike vifible Church , that 
particular fociety, and the Paftors themfelves that fo debar them. They finned gric- 
voufly who deferred Baptifme co the end of their life, and the negligence of Paftors 
and Teachers who did not inftruét the ignorant and reprove the fa- 
perftitious, was great. And isnot the fevericy in debarring fuch as 
craveagd defire to be admitted to the Seals an injury to be repre- 


hended ? sinfiv. 
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‘Anfr.2 Confider the ordinary adminiftration of the Seales is limited to the 
ininiftery and the miniftery toa particular Church; therefore the feals alfo muft 
rreceflarily be proper to the Church and to the members thereof. 

1 That cheadminiftration of the feales is limited to their Miniftery is evident 
from the firtt inftitution AZath. 28.19. where God hath joyned (to preach) wz. 
by office, and (to baptize) together, therefore wee finay not feparate them, For 
howfoever: any man may by the appointment of the Lord and Mafter of the fa- 
mily, fignifie his minde and deliver his meffage from him to the family, yet the 
difpenfing ofa fitt portion of food to everie ohe of the houfhold is a branch of 
the ftewards office. Indeed the keies are given to the whole Church yet the exercife 
and difpen{fation of them in this as well as in other particulars is concredited to 
the Minifters who are called to bee gimovopo: pusepoy Mc, 1 Cor. 4.1. And 
no Church office can be orderly performed by any, but one that is called thereunto 
nor will God vouchfafe his prefence, and bleffing (wherupon all fpirituall efficacy 
depends) in an ordinance difpenfed.but when itis difpenfed by thofe whom he hath 
ordayned and appointed theruntos 

2 That the miniftery is limited to the Church appeares as from 
Afh.ig 23 C01. evident texts of Scripture : fo alfo upon this ground. 1 The office is. 
4.17 1Ret.§.2 founded in the relation betweene the Church and the officer, wher- 
Alt 20,28 - fore take away the relation, and the office and the worke ceafeth, 
en ae For where he hath not power, he may not doe an aftof power, 
ahd he hath ho powerwhere he hath not.a relation by office, Herein the propor- 
tion holdeth between an officer ofa towne corporate, and of a Church that as the 
power of the former is only within his owne corporation : fo ‘the power of the lat- 
ter is confined to his ewne congregation. 
: , ; Reply. 
tis propoition is granted that the difpenfation of the Sacraments in the New 
Teftament both ordinary and extraordinary is limited to the Miniftery. But 
in that you alleadge for confirmation, fornethings may be noted. 
1 The firft inftitution of Baptilme is not contained in that paflace ALah. 28. 
19. but confitmed ; For the feales of the New Teftament were inftituted ‘by Chrift 
before his death, and his difciples had baptized many which they could not doe be- 
toh, 4.2. fore the inflitution of the Sacrament. Secondly we fee not how you can 
e 2323. apply that text to Preaching by office,which according to our expoiition 
sauft bee a difpenfing of a fit portion of food to everie one of the houfhould. Por it 
is plaine the Apoftles were fent forth to preach to everie Creature 
or unto the world, to convert men unto God, to make them ai {ciples 
a pas ht and not to preach unto difciples only, or members of the houfhould. 
32. 19:9 “The Apoftles certainly had authority, and preached by authority, 
cay: E°3 | but 


‘Mark, g. 15. 
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Rob. again ~—- bur they preached not to Infidells and Heathens, asto difciples or 
Fem t3X members of the Church, much leffe did they give a portion to them 
thefe Keyes in . iegs ; ec hich 
de&c. as to the houfhold whicliis the preaching by office, which you ace 

_ knowledge. Thirdly if under the power of the keyes you compre- 

hend preaching by office, difpenfing the feales, calting out, and receiving againe 
into the bofome ofthe Church ‘weedeny the power ofthe keyes to belong to the: 
Church or community of the faithfall : we cannot find in Scripture that Chrifte- 
ver granted fuch power to the faithful, as faithull joyned together in Covenant in 
In the Corporation thole paffages which fpeake of this power,the execution of this 
( the Church )there authority is given tothem to whom the authotitie is commit- 
is alwayes the whole ted. , fh aoad | 
power of Chrift, ro th Rats stad 
refiding, which you may call officers for the ufe of it felfe, to which ir is fufficient thar ircan 
without offi 


cet's fe this power for thin sfimply neceffary; as for rece'ying ia of members by pre- 
feffion of faith and confefgon of fin 8 py ys 5 


it : ns, for edifying ofthem by exhortation and comforts in the 
vrainance of prophefying, and (0 for excommunication, Rob, again B. pog.224, ; 
_ Ifthe power of the keyes be givento the whole’ Church the Apoftels them{elves 
mutt derive their authoritje nnmediatly from the Church, and not from Chrift, for 
the power muft be derived from them, unto whom it was given ; but their power; 
and authority was not from the Church, but from Chritt immediatly. And ifthe 
difpenfation, and exercife of the keyes, be concredited to the Minifters ; Doth it 
hold in all things or onely in the difpenfation of the Sacraments, and preaching by 
ofhice ? Doe they difpenfe the feales as the Stewards of Chri&, from whom they re" 
ceive their authority immediately ot as the fervants of the Church,fro which they 
derive their authority > Ifin the firft fenfe; the power of the keys is mot in the com-_ 
munity of the faithfull. If in the fecond,the office ofa Minifter is not the immediate 
gift of Chrift, nor the Minifter, fo much the fervant of Chrift, as of the Church, 
from whom he mui receive Jawes, in whofe name he mu@ doe his office, and to 
whom he mua give an account, we could with you had explained in what fenfe,- 
you hold the difpenfation; and execution of the power of the keyes is concredited 
; to the Minifters, and by whom. For if the community of the 
Se Rob, againtt i ~. faithfullhave to doein all matters concerning the body; te 
ae eh ate ie _ adtmit members, and caft them out, to make and depofe Mi- 
on in an affembly — nifters, to bind and loofe by authority derived from Chrift, 
wherein all hayee- wee cannot {ee how in your judgement the difpenfation, 


quall “power and’ ‘and execution of the power of the keyes is concredited to the 
voyce in’ derermi- . 


A A Minifters. ’ ; 
tf ngs fe oy ; , 
Saruare tiie si Fourthly That which you add, that God will not vouchfafe 


rest Ldem pag 202 his prefence and bleffing to an ordinance but when it is dif- 


_ peaced by thofe, whom hee hath ordayned and appointed 
thereunto,muft bee Warily underftood; or it may occafion errors and diftraStions 
eas | not 
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not a few: You know what corruptions foone entred into the Church of God, both 
“! ~ in refpe& of Do&trine, Worthip , Offices, and entrance thereunto, 
--Robinf 3gain and how ready and aptis the conclufion from your words, That 
Bern. Couns Chrifthath notvouchfafed his prefence, and bleffine in his Ordi- 
See: P3* pances to his Church ? Bue of this before. 

7 And on the contrary; feeing God hath vouchfafed his bleffing in 
his Ordinances difpenfed by your felvess: when you ftood as vifible Miniflers in the 
congregat‘on, and Churches of old England, you mult confefle, did approve both 

our ‘landings and his Ordinances difpenfed by you. 

Secondly, as for the Affumption, that Paftors and Teachers are limited to a par- 
ticular charge or foctety ; tbut that lock is not ever one congregationall aflembly 
meeting in one place, neither the band fo ftreight, whereby they are tied to that one 
fociety, that they may not upon occafion performe fome Miniveriall At or Office 
in another congregation; or to them that be not fet members of their proper affem- 
bly. For firft to difpence the Seals of the covenant ts a miniteriall a&, an adtof 
Office, and not an exercife of gifts onely : But the Paftors of one Aflembly may 
difpence the Sacrament to the fet members of another fociety upon occafion, as you’ 
confeffe in this and in your an{wer to the ninch pofition. 

~ And ifthe members of one Church may lawfully upon occafion receive the Sa- 
crament of the Supper in another {ociety from the Paftor thereof, then may the Pa~ 
ftor of one congregation perforine a Miniferiall a& to the members of another,?nd 
ifto the members of another then in another congregation with confent, and upon 
occafion. | ; 

Secondly, As the Minifters are exhorted to feed their A c’¢: fo is every Chrifian 

; and Minifer to try and examine himfelfe whether hee be in the faith, 
4 Cor.t828. bur you will not allow this conclufion. I muftexamine my felf. Ergo}. 
2 COV.236$- 4 man is debarred from the Sacriment for his unworthineffe, or to be 
tried or examined by others, to be gbferved,admonifhed, and brought to repentance 
Beza de Pref: for Notorious fin. No morecanit be rightly gathered from the former 
byt. Excom, paflagesof Scripture , that the Minifeer is not upon occafion to per- 
pag.32 forme any Minifteriall act to-any other people or fociety, becaufe or- 
Robinf.againft dinarily he is to attend his own flock. 
BEER DHE -85%¢ Thirdly, Asthe Minifters have peculiar relation to their partieular 
flocks, fo the people unto their particular Minifters, unto whom thzyfare tied in {pee 
ciall manner as to their Overfeers, who muft give account for theirfouls. And if this: 
peculiar relation betwixt the people & the Minif‘er do h not hinder rhe people from 
receiving the Lords Supper at the hands of another Minifler;nor the minifterial fiom 
performing the Minifteriall a& to the members of another congregation. Neither. 
doth his peculiar Relation to his own flock hinder him: , from adminift ting unto 
athers, 
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others upon juft occafion being intreated thereunto. As the combining of the people 
to their peculiar Minifter, doth not quite cut off their communion with other Mini- 
fters:(o neither doth the reftraining ofa Minifter toa peculiar flock quite cut him off 
from adminifring upon occafion:unto another people. Pax! appointeth the Ephe/iaxs 


Elders unto the care & charg onely of their 


AU 59 28: The werd of GodandCanons own particular flock, but fo co attend them 
7 : . s t ° 
of Councels will have Paftors foto care tor ordinarily according. to the rules of the 


their own flock , that they forbid them nor 
t> care for che whole Church , efpscial’y in 


Scripture ; that as occafiom was offered, 


a time of comon combuftion. The anfwer might’ performe fome Minifteriall afts in 
of fome Brethren, pag tae _ another congregation. The taking heed un= 
Publica Deiinvocatio non minima pars communis + their flocks which Paw requires in this 


in und fide confenfionis. Bexacontra Eraftum, 


de Pyesbyt:pap.13. 


place doth cOprehend under it the admini- 
Gration of the Word,Prayer,and Sacram- 


ent, and if ic mu‘ be refrained to their owne particular Churches onely , it 1s une 
lawfull for a Paftor to preach or call upon the name of God in any publike Affem- 
bly fave his own.upon any occafion; as thefe be duties prtaining to common confef~ 


- fion or profeffion of faith. Ordinary Paftors and Teachers it is true , arenot Apo= 


files, who are to go from place to place, from Country to Country, to plant and e- 
reét Churches, but they are tiecordinarily to one flock, as the Text proveth, and 
to which purpofe it is commonly cited, But that a Paftor is {o tied to his flock, that 
he can perform no minifteriall act to any other upon any occafion that it proveth 


Eufeb.Hift 5.6.26, 
Gyee- 

chamity. Panft. 
Tom.2.1.1000.8, 
Scct.16. 

The Churches 
Plea, pag qq. 
Apil pag.e1y. & 
2 98. 


Feed the flock, 


not, nor can we find that it was ever fo underftood by Divines 
ancient or modern. W. B. telleth us, the learned bring thefe alle- 
gations to this purpofe. Bur the authour in alledging the confent 
of the learned was very careleffe or much abufed, for there is not 
one that fpeaketh to the purpole./. D. difclaimeth that pofition ; 
and for the reft it is a matter notorious , they were nevec thought 
to be of that opinion; and wee doubt not if any could be named 


to fice this allegation from {ufpition of Novelty, you would have . 


cited one ot more as you havejdone in that which followeth. 


of God (faith Peter.) But he {peaks of all thofe difperfed Churches 


to whom he writes, which he calls a chofen Generation; a Royall Priefthood,a pe- 
culiar people: And in fome refpect of reafon,under which we may apprehendthem, 
are one flock, but not really as combined under the fame Paftor, or meeting in one 

lace. And asthefe difperfed believers 5 or focieties make one Flock: fo the Mini- 
fters attending their flocks or focieties, and the Miniftery exercifed by them is, or 


maketh one. 


A Minifter chofen and {et over one fociety; is to looke unto his people com- 
mitied to his charge, and feed the flock, over which the Lord hath made him overfeer, 


but 


“a crete i 1 alice GO pelea 


pice FeO ilar Mee, Se eee ee oe 
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but he isa Minifter in the Church Univerfall, foras © Orig.ss Ifa. Hom.6. Qui ve- 


the Church is one, fo is the Miniftery one,of which _catar ad Epo{copatuns, vocatur 
every Minifler (found or Orthodox) doth hold his ad fervitusens totems Ecclefia. 


part,and though he be Minifler over that flock one- Chryfoft.2 2 Cor.bom.18.U 


ly which he is to attend, yet he is a Minifter inthe #iverfe euram gerimus. 
univerfalChurch. The funStidor power ofexercifing See Cham Panftr.Tom.2. pag. 
that FunGtion in the abftract,muft be diftinguifhed 10.¢ap.12. Scti.8,9,10.%c. 
from the power of exercifing it,concretely, accord- Jun. Ammadv, in Belar.con- 


. ing to the divers circumances of places. The firtt 270.5 .1sb.1 0.3. 20t.3.CH Capo 


beloneeth to 2 Minifter every where inthe Church, —ef.7. 

the latter is proper to the place and people where i 

hedozh minifter. The lawfull uféof his power is limited to that congregation or- 
dinarily. The power it felf is not fo limited and bounded. In Ordination ,Presby- 
ters are not reftrained to one or other certaine place, as if they were to be deemed 
Minifters there onely, though they be fet over'a certain people. And asthe faithfull 
in refpeét of a community becwixt them , muft and ought to performe the Offices 


of love oneto another , though of different focieties » fo the Minifersin refpetof 


their communion , muft and ought upon occafion to performe minifteriall Offices 


- towards the fairthfull of diftin@ focieries. 


5 Ifthisbe not fo, what fhall become of the poore flock when the Paftor is 
driven away by perfonall perfecution, fo that hecannot, if others may not afford 
them helpe and fuccour : what when the congregation it felfe is difperfed, muft. no 
fheepherd receive them into fold, when they are driven from ther own, or neglect 
ed by him? Jay | 

6 te the Paftor may be abfent from his Hock upon neceffary, juft, and weighty 
occafion, refpecting his own good, the good of that fociety, or the common good of 
Churches confociate, then may the Paftor, che foaiety, the Churches procure fome 
man to fapply the defe&t, and doe the office of a Paftor, preach the Word, pray, 
and as occafion is offered , adminifter the Sacrament in that Congregation unto 
that Affembly untill their Sheepheard fhall returne. Shall the people be left as 
fheepe without a fheepheard ; becaufe for the good of the Churches their owne 
fheepheard is ¢alled ftom them for a time, that he might returne with greater joy 
and comfort ? | 

The Pafor is appointed to feed his own flock, and yet for the good of the whole 
Church he may be called to leave,if not the care, yet the over-fight of his flock fot 
a while,and by the fame reafon a paftor of another flock or congregation may per- 
forme the officeand doe the a&ts of a Minifer in his congregation during abfentce: 
Yea if for the good of the Churches he be called away, doe not the Churches {tand 
obliged in conicience to provide that the flock fuftain no hurt by his abfeace which 

F | poffibly 
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poffibly yee cannot doe ifone Minifter may not performe a Minifteriall act in a- 
_Aother Congregation. : | | } 
7 Ifthe Proptiets of one Church may prophefy in anocher, and apply their do- 
mS Ctrines; exhortations and prayersto any of the occafions of the 
a. 43, 19, Churches where they fpeake , whereof they are not fet members, 
| _-.. what hinders why the Paflor of one congregation, may not preach 
“and pray, adininifter the Sacraments in another? The paftor of one congresation: 
As appointed to his peculiar charge,but he isa Minifter in the univerfall Church, as: 
well as the Prophets ofone Ghurch may bee called Prophers of the univerfall 
Church by vertue of that Communion which all true Churches have one with 
another. Without confent the P rophet may not prophefie by exhortation,and with 
conient the Paftor may adminifer the Sacraments. | 
8 In the Primitive Churches when Elders were ordained in every City, they 
were not onely to looke to their flock but indeavour the conyerfion of poore Enfi- 
ftom! 16. 943° dels among whom they lived; and the inlargement of Chrifls King- 
Phils 2.1g,16, dome , for the worke of che Lord mutt be done in its {eafon,, and. 
O ae then was the time of the calling of the Gentiles: | 
Tt was not their office proper and effentiall to travail from Countrey to-Coun- 
trey as didthe Apoftles, nor were they paftors of the Ine. 
lim 5.19,10, A&é.4. fidels, but by private inftruSion and publique teach- 
26.40% 9 38.&10.§. ing (if any of them would bee penitent) they were to 
ir 19.24. 1 €or. - Jabour thecomming of them toGod. And thefe Infidels. 
bons: ee) a} ah conversed to the faith were to be baptifed of che Elders ur=: 
& 42.9. &12.20,.Revel,  dinarily in thofe Cities, though the number might bee fo, 
3.9 great as they.could not well meete in one Congregation, 
an nor be {ubje& to the fame Paftor ; for either they mu‘t bee 
baptized by the pators among whom they lived, (being converted to the faith).or: 
continue unbaprized-untill they were a number ccnyenient to. makea diftin? {o- 
clety, or grow together into one body, and to elect and choofe their.own Miniter 
by whom they may be-baptifed: But chat either they mutt flay folong without. 
baptifme,or that a fociety of unbaprifed men had power in thofe times to elect and: 
choofe their Minifter.by whom they fhould be baptifed is contary to all prefidents 
in Scripture. : vi 
9. And fo ifa Paftor may not perforyng.a msinifteriall a& to any other perfon 
or people but his own flock onely, then aconpany newly converted frum infideli-. 
ty, which cannot joyne themfelves as fer members to another affembly, muft remain: 
unbapsfed till chey gave chofen their Minifter to doe that office, Then muft the 
people thus converted want officers ril there be among themielves able men to prays 
preach, exhort in the congregation at theordigation of their Miniter, or (if that 
x may 
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may bee omitted) till there be fit met) among them to examine the fitneffe of ‘him 
that is chofen. oP aot 

ro Iffubtile Heretikes arife, and feduce, and draw away many from the faiths 
and the body of the fociety be not able to convince them, either they muft be let a- 
Jone or caft owt without conviSion, for neighbouring Minifters Rand in peculiar 
relation to their flocks ely, and muft not meddle beyond their-calling according 
to your tenent. Wee 3 : ger : 

yr There ts no precept or example in =©Whar examnle have you but grounds 
Scripture more to warrant the admitting of for the baptifing of infants ?. or) where 


| ; read yowot any offictr excommunicated 
a fet member of on€ congregation unto the by any Rob.againft Ber.p.214.we May not 


“Supper in another, or the baptifing of his expe examples cf any Paftors in 


child, uccafionally in another affembly chen. {criptures: who did thus, J. D. Apol.g. 
there is for receiving of, knowne and appro- Selh exams p13, ‘mie 
ved Chriftians , and cheir feede that are not 1% 
fer members. The Paftor is no more the pafor of the one then of the other, 
nor the one more of his flock then the other; neither of them fet members , and 


both forts may be members for the time being,and they moft pro- ws 
See t.D, Apol. 


perly who are of longeft abode among them. But as we heare it S¢é 4.D 
is frequent.among you (as at Dorchefer, cc.) to baptife the chil- ee EER ie 


dren of another Affembly,and ufually you admit to the Supper of : 
the Lord, members of other Churches, and therefore the Minifter is not fo limited 
to his particular Church or flock but he may difpence the feales to others; which'in 
this confideration 1s denyed. 3 

12. Ifthe want of one Officer ina Congregation for a time ,'may be fup- 
plyed by another,as the want of the DoAtor,Ruling Elder,or Deaconsby the-Pafior; 
why may notthe defects of fome Congregation or Chriftians be fupplyed by Pa- 
flors or Minilers ofanother Congregation, when they are requefted and defixed? 
the minde herein is godly, and the means lawfull, and well pleafing uuto God. 

13. And ifa Synod confifting of furdry members of particular Churches , met 
together in the name of Chrift about the common and publike affaires of the Chur- 
ches fhall joyn together in prayer and communion of the Supper, wee can fee no 
ground te queftion it as unlawful, alchough that Affembly be no particular Con- 
gregation or Church, hath no Paftor ovet them, make not one Ecciehafticall body 
asa particular Congregationall Church, unleffe it be for the time onelys The Mi- 


nffler therefore may do an aét of office ro them that be not fet members of his flock: 


ashe may fland in Relation to them for the time. 
14 Yourcomparifon betwixt an Ofhcer of a Town Corporate , and of a parti- 
cular Congregation is not alike ; unleffe you will fay thata member of another 


Corporation occafionally comming into'the Towne , 1s thereby a member of that 


Society, aid fubject tu the authority of the Officer. For fo you profeffe that the 


By members 
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members of one Society may occafionally communicate with another, and obe 
fubje& to the Paitor for the time being, which if you grant, it overthrows the 
whole ftrengch of this confideration. Howfoever the comparifon it felfe is very pe- 
rilous if icbe preffed. For ifthe Officer of 2 Town Corporate, prefime to doe an 
act of power out of his owne Corporation, it is a meer nullity, but if a Minifter of 
the Gofpelf difpence the Sacrament of Baptifine, or the Lords Supper to believers 


of another Society (though done without confent) it was never deemed or judoed 
y 5 Tr yuay 


a nullity in the Church of God. Let the comparifon hold good, and mot Chrifti- 
ans have caufe co queftion whether they be truly baptized ; or ever lawfully-xecei- 
ved the Sacrament of the Lords Supper. If it may not be doubted , whether ever 


the Sacraments of the New Teftament were truly or by authority difpenced ; efpe- 


cially if we confider what follows 1n the other confiderations. This Argument 


from comparifon is very ufuall in the Writings of Brechren againft conmunion — 


with our Churches, but for the moft part greatly miftaken, to fay no more. 
| Anfwer 3 Confideration. | 


Trcumcifion and the Paffoever were to be adminifired onely to the meinbers of 


“the Church. Ergo, Baptifme and the Lords Supper is fo to be adminifred alfo. 
The confequence is made good by the parity of thefe Ordinances. For if the Argu~ 
ment hold {trong for the proofe of ‘P.edo-Baptifmee which is taken from the circum= 
cifion of Infants, why may we not as well infer a neceffity of Church memberfhip 
to Baptifme,from the neceffityof it to circumcifion. And that Circumcifion was pecus 
liar to the Church members of the Church, may appeare in that perfons circumeifed; 

& onely they,might eat the Pafleover and they onely might enter into 
Exod tz 48, . the Temple, which were the privi'edges of Church members. In our 
Exod.447 © anfwerto the fecond Objetion againit the firft confideration we have 

fhewed that Circumcifion was not adminiftred to all that were under 
the Covenant of Grace (which all believers were) buconely fuch of them as joy- 
ned themfélyes tothe Church, at firft in Abrahams family, whereunto Baptifine 
doth fo far anfwer that the Apoftle counteth thefe expreffe equiva- 
lentto be circumcifed in Chrit with Circumcifion made without 
hands, and to be buried with Chrift in Baptifine. Indeed, in fome- 
things they differ as onely the Males were circumcifed,whereas with u3 Females aré 


Col2.01,12. 


alfo baptized, The Reafon is becaufe God hath limited Circumcifion to the Males; ° 


but ‘under the Gofpel, that difference is taken away.Againe , Circumcifion was ad- 
miniftred in the private familys btBaptifme, onely in the publick Affemblies of 
the Church. The Reafon of this difference is, becaufe they were bound to circum= 
cife the Males on the eighth day , bat that could not ftand with going tothe Tem- 
ple which was too far off, for the purpofe , to bring every child thither from al] 
parts of Jadza tobe Circumcifed the eighth day. Nor had they’ alway opportu. 
nity of a folemne convention in the Synagogue on every eighth day 5; when ib 
chi 


q 
7 
; 


N for parwn par eff ratio, but this parity is not found 
} in every thing (as is manifeft by the particulars al~ 


. ther, or wherein the Sacraments agree, andiwherein 
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child or other might be to be circumcifed, But there is no precife day fet downe for 


Baptifme,nor are opportunities of publick Affemblies fo remote where Churches are 


| keptina congregationall frame, but that every firft day of the week Baptifme may 


be adtniniftred ifit be required: Again, for the Aforefaid Reafon, Circumcifion 
required nota peculiar Minilter ( for ought we finde in Scripture) burt itis not fo 
in Baptilme,as was fhewd inthe fecond Confideration.But no good Reafon can be 
given, why, in this they fhould not both agree,wz. that they are both to be difpen- 
ied-onely to members of the vifible Church, as it hath been proved in the firft Con- 
fideration. Reply. 

(Spin whole Reafon as it is propounded makes onely again't it felfe ;. who ever 
& thought that the Seals of the Covenant were not proper to confederates or the 
Church of God ?« But of old allvifible Believers under the Covenant of Grace, 
walking in holineffe, were c fthe vifible Church and in Church Order according to 
the difpenfation of thofe times; though not joyned in external fociety with the Fa~_ 
mily of Abraham. And to exclude CMelchifedeck, or Tob , becaufe they were no - 


"members of the vifible Church, when yet they were vifible Believers under the Go~ 


yétiant of Grace. and in Church Order as thofe times required, is well-nigh a con- 


tradition, And {0 it is to debar known and approved Chriftians members of our . 


Congregation , and their feed from the Seals , becaufe they be not of the vifible 
Church, for they are members of the Church’, and fo to bee held and efeemed 
dll true Churches. and menbers of che Churc: , The true & proper meaning of this 
Confideration: is that as Circumcilion and the Paffeover: were. not to be difpenied 
to all'vifible Believers under the Covenant of Grace , but onely to fuch as were 
joyned to Abrahams Family , ot tothe people of the Godcf Abraham, no more 


- tnay Baptifine and the Lords Supper be-adminiftred to any Believers now; unleffe 


they be joynied to fome particular Congregation in Church Memberfhip; or unleffe 


| by folemne Covenant, they be fet members of fome particular Aflemblies. 


The ftrength of this Confidetation ftands in the 


parity which is betwixt the Sactaments of the Old 
and New Teftament , Circumcifion and Baptifme, 


Eraft {o objeSs again{t Bern. 
Boa ge | 
‘Situt a Circumcifione ad Bap - 
ti{mum avgumentamur ut pro= 
bemus wnfantes effe baptizan- 
leadged in the Confideration it elf.) And wee,mutt dos, ita etiam ticer ab agno 
juftly require fomereafon to prove themlike inthac ?4/é hatis ad Conam D ges 
rs CUTHG . " A; ’ 3 Perr hed. te- eae ne 
particular, but to unfold it more fully,we willcon- © “ hereto hice truly reply 
fider three things. Firft, how far an argument eth," Ego vero, now nego licere 
may be drawn foundly from one Sacrament to ano- ic. AE non feInere CF HAL 
' faliter. Beza contra Eralt, 


they differ. Secondly, What. wee are to think ofthe. P4%+23> 
propofition it (elf, Thirdly, whecher the Reafon of Circunefon ane Baptifime be 
one in that particular, E 3 Fictt, 
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: Firft the Sacraments of the old Teftament and the new. agree in their Common 
author, nature and end, and therfore what is {poken of one in refpe& of the com- | 
mon author, natureand end that doth hold true ofeyerte one. If 7 ircumcifion be of | 

divine infitution a feale of the Righteoufnefle of faith, and of the Covenantof | 

grace,a Sacrament in generall is an ordinance divine, a feale of the Covenant pro- 
per and peculiar to them that bee confederates. But what, is peculiar to. one Sacra- 


ment that agreeth not to another. What is properto the facraments of the old Te- 


ftamnent, in refpect of the manner of difpenfation that agreeth not to the new, as if | 
the Sacraments of the old Teflament be with bloud, obfcure in fignification, painfull. | 


; 


for ufe, pectliar to one Nation, and to bee abolifhed, the Sacraments of the new | 
Tettament muft be without bloud, cleere for fignification, eafie for ufe, uniyerfall - 
to all Nations; and perpetuall to continue in the Church for evere - ws | 
Circumecifion and Baptifine are both Sacraments of divine inftutution; and fo they 
agree in the {ubftance of the things fignified, the petfons to whom they are to bee 
adminiftred, and the order ofadminiftration, ifthe right proportion bee obferved, 
As circumcifion fealed the entrance into the covenant the righteoufneffe of faith,and 
citcumcifion of the heart : fo doth Baptifine much more clearly: As. e<braham and 
his honfholdsand the infants of beleiving Jews were to be circumcifed, fo the faithful, 
it their families, and their feed are to bee baptized. None mutt eate the paflcover who 
HH Was not circumcifed, women excepted, who were circumcifed in the males, Nor 
may 2 man unbaprized be admitted to the Lords fupper. Circumcifion was but 
once applied by Gods appointment and the fame holds in_baptifine according to 
the willand good pleafure of God : But circumeifion and baptifine agree.not in. 
their fpeciall forme, and manner of difpenfation appointed of God. And in thee. 
things a reafon cannot be drawn from the one to the other affirmatively. The 
males onely were to be circumcifed as only capable of that figne : but males and fe- 
males both ought-to be bapsized. The infants males were to be cireumostied the 
i) | Levitz. 23-22, eighth day becaufe feaven dayes they were legally uncleane. 
i 27, 240,42. 30,. But the feed of the faithfull are not to bee reputed uncleane. 
Ergo.no {et tymeis appointed for baptifine. Circumcifion as other Ceremonies did 
Poli wv. diftinguith the Tewes from the Gentiles ; but Chrift now of two hath 
ist made one.Gircumcifion fignified Chrift to come, Bapti{me is the feale of 
the New covenant made in Chrift already come. And fo inthe degree of grace 
il given, Jome difference may be put : The other differences alicadged in the confide- 
in rations with the reafons thereof aré not fo cleere and undoubted: for Baptifine is 


not tyed to the fir day of the weeke : and the Jewes might gather an Affembly on 
the eighth day as occafion required .and it might be appropriated tothe Priefts and. 
Levites though done in private: But in whatfoever they agree or differ we mut 
looke to the inQicution and neither @retch it wider, nor draw it narrower then the 
hee is the Inftitutor of the Sacraments according to his 

| owne 


Lord hath made it. For 
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owne good pleafure. And itis our part tolearne of him, both to whom, hows and 
for what end the Sacrainents are to be adminiftreds how they agree, and wherein 
they differ. Tn all which we muft affirme nothing but what God hath taught us, 


_and as he hath taught us. 


Secondly,as for the Propofition it felfe;certaine it is, Circumcifon and the Paffe- 
over wereto be adminifired onely to the vifible members of the Church, £¢.to men 
in Covenant, profeffing the true faith. But chatein Abrahams time none were vi- 


family of Abraham, wee have not learned. In the firft Inftitution of Circumcifi- 
on, we find that God gave it to Abraham, as the Seale of the Covenant formerly 
nade with him : Butof any Church covenant or Grder whereunto Abrahams ta- 
unily thould enter before Circumcifion we read not, Melchizedeck,, Lot, Lobstie. 
were not ontely vifible Belegvers under the Covenant of grace, but vifible members 
of the Church, according to the order and difpenfation of thofe times. Wee read 
not (you fay ) that Melchizedeck,, Lor ot lob were cixcumcifed, but that is no 
good reafon to inferre negatively that theywere not Circumcifeds We read not that 
Joba the Baptifl, or the Apoftles, or the 500. | 

brethrem were Baptized, wee muft not forth-  Exians i daremms nullam legi ab A- 
with conclude, that they were not initiated  poffoles excommunnicationem non ta- 
by thatfeale. Moreover, if they were not men fequeretur ita effe, quum [atts 
Circumcifed | itinay bee the Inftitucion of con/fet non omninm fingularia Apo~ 
that Sacrament was notknowne unto them, /folorum gefta per{cripta fuiffe. Bex. 
orthe Authour of Circumcifion(upon whole de Presb. pi 7. Et fi de Melchize- 
will and pleafure they mult depend.) did not deck & Lobo qua hac adferuntur non 


fhould joyne themfelves in Covenane with . dere cum. Abra, inito, non exclye 
| Abrahams family’: and in. that cafe if they. . duntur ij qui,ante eraut in fadere 


erefled. Butthenthe reafon why they were haduit Adelchixedeck oc. omnino e- 
not citcumcifed was not this, that they were #1 confors promiffiouts divine fut 


Abrahams family by divine Inftitution in 6x: faderis.e& de fententia- veterum 
| fome fpeciall and peculiar refpets belonging fui circumecifus etiam hevedstaria 
tothe manner of Adminifration. Afterthe  circamczione 4 paterno mateinog, 
Church of the Jewes was conftituted (when fanguime Ve eleganter [criba author 
iweecan nonmore imagine that there was a debrede vera Circumeifione qui Fre- 
Church among the Gentiles, then thatthere . ron,ad fertbstur,1unanimadv.in Bel- 
are Chriftians among the Barbarians at this. ar, contrav .4.lih. 3.cha.1 6.not 1 3. 
day ) we finde nene muft ‘be admitted to the 


a 


Pafleover that was not firft Circumecifed, but nothing was required of a ftranger 
Co 


fible members of the Church,'which joyned not themfelves in Church orders to the. 


‘command x unto them, or require that they {ust extra controverfiam.. Nam fe- 
had Circumcifed tlremfelves they had’ tranf~ fed accenfentur feederi. Ita autem fe. 


not Cas you fpeake) in Church order : but. ante fadus cum eo initum., Gen.17. : 
bezauf Circumcifion-was appropriated to fob vero & credens fait. promiffioni= 
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co circumcifion,but that he profeffe the true faith,and avouck the God of Abraham 
to be his God,. which of neceffitie mult be done before he could be reputed a vifible — 
Beleever, or under the Covenant of promife. rete : 
Thus a‘learned and revecend divine, Circumcifion was a feale of — 
wetth ioe the covenant, that God made with _déraham concerning Chrif that 
7" fhould come as concerning the flefh of J/aac and fo of Jacob of whom 
were the 12tribes who. werethe Ifraelites, &ce Rom. 9. 4.5. So that asin Abra- 
hanss time none were bound to be (ircumcifed but thofe that were ofhis family — 
as being borne there or bought, and fo brought thither which were not of his feed :__ 
So afterwards none were bound to be Circumecifed which were not borne inthe 
family of facob. and Patriarchs, or joyned to’ them. And after their comming out © 
of Egypt none were bound to be Circumcifed but the children of the Tewes (then — 
the only Church of God, ) and thofé that defired to joyne unto them. The fumme ~ 
is thus much , God gave circumcifion to Abraham as a feale of the Covenant but 
whcther it was given to other beleevers.in his time it is (at leaft) a thing uncer-— 
taine. And ifthey were not Circumcifed it was by reafon of the {peciall Inftitution 
of God, and peculiar manner ofadminiftration of the Covenant of promife which — 
in fome refpect was proper, to the family of Abraham, and not common to all the 
vifible members of the Church at that time in (’hurch fellowfhip and order. After- 
wards when there were none in covenant but the feed of Zacob or ftrangers pro= — 
feffing the faith of Abraham,citcumcifion was not to be adininiftred to any man — 
who was not in Covenant nor any man to bee admitted to the Paffeover who was 
not cireumcifed. This is the moft that can be faid with any probability : But hence» 
it will not follow by iuft analogie or proportion, that the feed of the faithfull muft — 
not bee-admitted to Baptifine,or vifible beleivers be received to the Lords Supper — 
unleffe they bee fer members’ of fome’ particular congregation united in Church | 
order. Thirdly, prefuppofing therefore that AZe/chizedeck, Lot and Tob,were not Cir- 
cumcifed, we fay there is not the like reafon of Circumcifion and Baptifme in this 
particular. For, firft if Circumcifion was ever appropriated to the family of Abra~ 
bam, and might be communicated -to other vifible Beleevers, it was inthe firft In-: 


Rtitution and adminiftration ; but in the fir Inftitution and adminiftration of Bap- 


cifme, ic was Hot obferved thar beleevers fhould be firft gathered into a political 
ae body or Chrift ian’ church memberfhip; and then baptized. Jeha the Bap= 
#37. ia baptized fueh as came to him confeffing their fins. The Apoftles 
Io 42. baptized Difciplessfuch as gladly received their dottrine, beleeved : 
AG. 37.38.41. in Jefus Chrift,and received the gifts of the holy Ghoft, before » 
%&8 27. K10. they were gathered into Chritian Church order, or made fit mem-'' 
47.48. bers ofa (uriftian congregationall Affembly.’ - | ig 
2 If Circumcifion was by fpeciall “Inftitution given’ as a_priviledges 
to the Males of eAbrahams Familie 3 CWelchizedecke , Job, Lot, and 
gather vifible Beleevers were not bound to joyne themfelves as members — 
) 4 to 
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to Abrahams familie, or defire and feekto be circumcifed : But they that have res 
ceived the doctrine of falvation, beleeve Chrift, and profeffé the faith, are bound to 
feek, and defire the priviledge of the fealsin an holy manner, 

: » Melchizxedech, Job, and Lot were not onely vilible beleevers, but vifible mem- 

~~ bers of the Church, according to the manner of difpenfing in thofe times : but the 

- Seals ( as youcconfeffe) belong to all beleevers knit together.in Church-Cove- 
nant, th | | | 

4. If circumcifion be appropriated to the family of Abraham, itis becaufe the 
Covenant fealed by circumcifion is peculiar to Abrahams pofteritie, ( fc.) that 
Chrift fhould.come as concerning the flefh, of J/aac, But Baptifme is the feal of the 
Covenant of grace without any peculiar or {peciall tye or refpe&. 

5. Youcontend, that Baptifme did belong to fuchbeleevers as were members 
of the then Jewifh Church, which cannot ftand, if Abrahams familie did an{wer to 
a Chriftian focietie or congregational] Affembly ; Juft reafon therefore may be gis 
ven wky circumcifion was difpenfed onely to the males of Abrahams familie, when 
baptifme is not to be limited onely to the fet members of a particular focietie ; and 
if this confideration be applied to the purpofe, inftead of faying, Circumcifion and 
the Pafleover were to be adminiftred onely to the members of the Church, you 
mutt fay Circumcilion was to be defired of or adminiftred unto all the true appro- 
ved vifible members of the Church. And if there be the fame reafon of both, then 
all vifible approved members of the Church muft not defire nor be admitted to the 
feals, but this conclufion you will not acknowledge. | 


; Anfw.4..Confideration. 

Hey that are not capable of the Church cenfures, are not capable of the 

Church priviledges: but they that are not within Church-Covenant are 
not capable of Church cenfures. Ergo. The propofition is evident, The Afflump- 
tion may be proyed, 1 Corinth,5,12. What have I to do to judge them that are 
without, Now to bewithoutis not onely the cafe of Heathens and Excommuni- 
cates, but of fome beleevers alfo, who though by externall union with Chrift they 
are within the Covenant of grace, yet being not joyned externally to the vifible bo- 
die of Chrift (a particular Church )are in regard of vifible Church communion faid 
to be without. To this purpofeis this text alledged by other Divines alfo, as Dr. 
Ames Galiof confci. 4.¢.2409. 1.7.5. 0) 0. : 


Reply, 
Irft,men ate capable of Church cenfures in two refpe&s, either in having 
the power of the keyes, and authoritie to difpenfe them according to God, or 
as fubje& to the cenfures of the Church, In the firft fenfe , many are capable of 
Church priviledgeathat are not capable of Church cenfures, as the feed of Chri- 
{tian parents, children and women, You fay you admit to the feales the knewne 


H | and 
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and approved, and orderly recommended members ofany true Church: but to fel< 


lowfhip in the cenfures, admittance of members, and choice of Officers onely, the 


members of that particular Church whereof they and we (any of us) ftand mem- 


bers. In the fecond fenfealfo many are capable of Church priviledges who arenot 


fubjeét to Church cenfures : as the children of Chriftian parents are capable of q 
~ baptifme, the known and approved members of'any true Church are capable of the 


Sealesin other Congregations among you Who are not fubje€t to the cenfures of 


shat other Society, Spirituall communion in publick prayer is a Church priviledge, . 


which is not denied to vifible beleevers and godly perfons, though not in Church 
order, and{onot in fubjeGion in your fenfe to Church cenfures. | 

Secondly, a perfon baptifed is not baptifed in that particular congregation one- 
ly, but into all Churches, and every particular Church where he cometh he hath 
all the priviledges of a baptifed perfon in refpe& of his baptifme, and is fo to be 
efteemed by. them, Now the priviledge of a baptifed perfon who is ableto examine 
himfelf, and walkech in the truth, is to be admitted to the Lords Supper, All cir- 
cumcifed perfons had rightthereby toeat the Pafleover in any focietie, in the place 
which God thould chufe to put his Name there. Exod. 12.4.47, Deut.16,1,2.So0 


all baptifed perfons have true and intire right to the Lords Supper in everie true _ 


Church where God:-hath fethis Name. isi | of CRE 
Thirdly, there isnot the fame‘reafon of every Church priviledge, for one may 
have rightto fome, who is not to meddle with others. The members of one fociety 
may hear the Word, joynein Prayer, and receive the Sacraments in another, when 
they are not to meddle in the election and ordination of their teachers, The Mini- 
flers of the Gofpel may preach the Word, and adminifter the Sacraments in ano- 
ther congregation,andihereto he needsno other calling but that God offersan op- 
portunities there is much need of his help,and he is intreated, or hath leave from 
them in place or office ; but -he is not to admit members into the focijetie, or caft 
them out thatbe admitted, And if the Paftor of one Church fhall preach or admi- 
nifter the Sacraments inanother, contrary to the liking and approbation of the 
Society'and Governours, though the a& be irregular, it was never efteemed a nulli- 
tiesbut ifhe fhall prefumeto excommunicate the members of another focietie,with-. 
out the confento: the Ghurch, and approbation of Pattors and Teachers, under 
whofe charge and jurifdiction they live, it hath been judged a meer nullity.-There- 
fore the propofition is not fo.evident as fo. be taken without proofe; that they have 
no power to admita beleever into communion in.any Church priviledge who have. 
no power to excommunicate, Oy, . es 
Fourthly, that vifible beleevers baptifed into a true Church profefling the true. 
faith; and walking in holy obedience, and godly converfation, that 
10M $132. they and their feed fhould be judged fuch as are withoutin the Apo- 


Ales fenfe, becaufe they be notexternally joyned as fet members to tome particular — 


congregation in Charch- Covenant is affirmed, not proved. 
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-q, Ithath, and may fall out many times through the ignorance, rafhnefle, or 
pride of a prevailing fa@tion in the Church, that the true members of the Ca- 
tholique Church, and the bett members of the orthodox vifible flock, or congre- 
gation of Chriit, may be no members of any diftintt vifible focietie, And {hall 
their pofteritie be efteemed Aliens and Strangers from the Covenant, and debar- 
red from the Sacraments, becaufé their parents are unjuftly feperated from the 
* snheritance of the Lord? Surely as parents unjuftly excommunicated do con 
tinue fill not onely true members of the invifible body, but vifible members of 
the flock of Chrift : fo the right of Baptifine doth belong to the Infants of fuch 
parents, though not attuall and conftant members of this or that prefent affeme 
bly inChurchorders > Lig ied. : Ti¢ 
~ "a, Ifthey be without, becaufe no members of a politike bodie or {pirituall 
fellowfhip : then all members which are of one focietie are without toanother: 
For they that be not of the bodie are not capable of Church cenfures, or fubjec 
to the authoritie one of another. And fo not being under the judgement of that 
articular Church to it they are without; whereas in ancient and moderne times 
diftin& Societies did communicate.together, admic and receive each other as 
brethren, to teftifie their fellowfhip in the faith. [f the reafon whereupon the 
-Apoftle faith the Church of Corinth was not to judge them that were without, 
was becaufe they were not within the Church of (07 iar, and fo not under their 
cenfure or judgenient >this holds true of them that be of another fociety admit- 
ced to the Sacrament, as wellias of fuch as be no fet members defiring to be recei~ 
ved-to the Lords Supper. babssoortg 
3. (The fornicators of this world)dothey not explaine whom the Apoitle 
pointeth unto by the title of being without, ver.10. IT, {uch as had not received 
the covenant of grace. 5 
4, Church order is neceflarie we denie not ; but this order that a man fhould 
bea conftant:and fet member of a particular focietie by covenant, to make him a 
true member of the vifible Church, orto give him title or intereft to the publick 
order, this is not taught of God, | 
5, Paul divides all men into two ranks, the firft and greater without ; the laft 
and lefler within : but that beleevers who have received the holy Ghoft,and ‘have 
been baptifed into Jeftis Chrift, that they and their children fhould be reckoned 
among them thatare without, that we read not in this norany  ~ 
other Scripture, but in phrafe of Scripture hereticks themfelves 
are within the Church, » | 4 ae 
6. The beleevers not yet gathered (as the godly learned think ) into a certain 
diftin& body are called beleevers, brethren, difciples ; but that they fhould'be 
comprehended ‘under them that are without, it hath not been beleeved in the 
Church. : ahbdils | 
7, Without (faitlithe Apoftle whether alluding to this place or not,let others 
i 2 judge) 
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Rey.22.1§.*£@ judge) are dogs; inchanters. whoremongets, not tucli as are cal- 
er mpreaTim. Jed faithfull and holy walking inintegritie, beleeving ia and pro- 


See eae fefling Jefus Chrift to be their Saviour, . 


nici apud patres atduant. o1 sEaSsy 6 SvenSer, Matth. 8.11. Ephef.2.tavRob. againft Ber. p. tor. 


8, They that are without in the Apoftes fenfe are Aliens fromthe Common- 
wealth of E{rael, ftrangers from the covenant of promife, having no hope, and 
without God in the world : but we hope you will not paffe {uch rath and unad- 
vifed cenfure upon your brethren, who be not gathered into your focietic as {et 
members, | Be | 

9. Let the interpretation ftand, and he is without, not onely who is no fet 
member of fome cofigregationall Affembly, but he that is not fubje& to the 
cenfure of the community of that particularycombination few or many, with, 
or without Officers,And {fo all the reformed Churches in the world who aferibe 
the power of the Keyes to the Presbirry or Claffes ; and not to the conimunity, 
and {ome amongtt your felves (if not the moft) thall be without alfo. 

And therefore we cannot think approved Chriftians defiring to be received 
unto the Sacrament, either to be without, or uncapable of Church cenfures for 
the time being if they fhould offend, though not fet members of any particular 
congregation: for defiring baptifnie fortheir children or themfelves to be ad- 
mitted to the Lords Supper for the time they put themfelves under the ordinance 
of Jefus Chriftthere. And as they are members for the time, fo they might be 
proceeded againft according to the rule prefcribed by our Saviour, as they 
would proceed with an offending member. 

10, Ifupon juft and good reafon a paflage of Scripture can be cleared to ~ 
prove that for which it was never alledged by any writer, we are not to except 
againtt any truth of God, becaule it wanteth mans teltimonie.Onely if we defire 
credit in fuch cafes, our reafons mutt be weightie and convincing. But for your 
expofition of this text of Scripture, as yet we have not obferved one fubftantial} 
ground, orapprovedauthor to bealledged. Doctor Ames fhewing the neceffitie 
of Chriftians joyning themfelves to {ome particular Church, giveth this reafon, 
Quoniam alias fieri non poteft quum conturbentur figna ila guibus fideles ab infidelin 
hus difcerni pofjunt, y,( or. §,12.But herein Dr. Ames manifeftly theweth that by 
them that are [ without] heathens, and unbeleevers muft beunderftood, and not 
beleevers and godly men though of no particular fetled {Ocietie for the time, 
for thus we conceive heargueth, The fignes and evidences whereby the faithful 
are to bedifcerned from unbeleevers, muft not be confounded: but unlefle Chri- 
ftians makethemf{elves aGuall members of a Societie or Church,the fignes where- 
by.the faithfull are difcerned from unbeleevers, will be ob{cured and:darkned. 
And if this be his reafon how can that text of Scripture be alledged for confir- 
mation, unlefic by [men without] Infidels be underftoods’ Again Do&tor efmes 


in, 
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snthe fame book, lid. 4, c4. 27. {peaking of Infants to be received, itis required 
(he faith) that they be in the covenant of grace in refpe& of outward profeffion, 
and eflimation in refpect of their parents, and that there is hope they {hall be in- 
fruéted and brought up inthe fame covenant. 2, That Baptifme doth moft 
properly belong to thofe infants whofe parents at leaft one of them is in the 
Church, and not without, becaufe baptifme isa figne and feale of the covenant 
of grace. 3. That children that are caft forth are in charitie to be efteemed the 
children of Chriftian parents, when there is no juft caufe of prefuming the con- 
trary, thatin admitting unto baptifme a difference mutt be put betweene the [n- 
fants of thofe who in fome fort belong to the Church, but openly break the co- 
venant of God, and the children of others. peg 
1, Becaufea diftin@tion muft be obferved in holy things betweene the cleane. 
and uncleane; feeing elfe the ordinance of God cannot be preferved from all 
pollution. To fay nothing of that which he addeth touching the baptifme of 
Infants borne in fornication; excommunication, and Papitts, which is more 
chen {ufficient to cleare his meaning in the former paflage. To this may beadded 
that he heldeth it not neceflarie that Chriftians fhould gather themfelves intoa 
particular fociety, but as opportunitie and occafion fhould offer it felf. So that 
<t was never his mind to cenfure them who be not gathered into Church-Cove- 
nant, becaufe they want means or opportunitie as men without in the Apoftles 
fenfe, 
His judgement is further manifefted in his fecond Manudu@tion, pa. 33. So 
many parifh Affemblies of England (faith he)as have any competent number of 
ood Chriftians in them, united to worfhip God ordinarily in one Societie, fo 
many have the eflence and integrall forme ofa vifible Church, and all they have 
intire right to Chrift, and to al] the meanes of injoying him, however they are 
defective in the puritie of their combination, and in the compleat free exercifing 
of their power, whereupon a reverend * Elder now among you «a. 29.9. Apol 
draws this conclufion, Ergo to difchurch them wholly, and to Seéf, 40+ €x on ms : 
feparate from them as no Churches of Chrift, or to deniebap- 182. oti, 
tifme to the Infants of their known members is not warrantable by any-rule of 
Scripeure that | know’ nor juttified by any aflertion or practife, 


eAn[w.5. Coufideration 
V VE may, adde hereunto for a fitth Confideration, the evilland perni- 
cious confequences of extending communion in Church priviledges 
beyond the bounds of Church fellowfhip: for thus, 1, Theextraordinarie office 
of the Apoftles, and. the ordinarie office of Paftors and Teachers will be much 
confounded, if the latter be as illimited as the former in the execution of their 
office beyond the bounds of their own particular Churches, 2, ThediftinGtion 


of Church affemblies fromthe confufed multitude is abrogated , if without 
H.3. member= 


> 
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memberfhip in a particular Church the parents may communicate with the 
Churches in the Lords Supper, and their feed in bapti{me. 3, The Church thall 
indanger the profaning of the feals, and want one {peciall meanes whereby the 
grace and pictie of men may bedifcerned and made known ; for if without re- 
{pe& to their Church eftate men of approved pietie(as you fay) are to be admit~ 
ted to fellowfhip inthe feales, how fhall their pietie be approved to the Church 
not by their own report of themfelves alone without atteftation of fuch as are 
approved by the Church ; and how can fuch’ beare witnefle to their. approved 
-_pietie, who againft light refufe to profeffe {ubjeCion to the Gofpel of Chrift by. 
orderly joyning themfelves in fellowfhip with fome approved Church of Chrift 
as members thereof when they have opportunitie thereunto, f{eeing fuch fellow= 
thip isan action of pietie required of all beleevers in the fecond Gommandment: 
and true pietie frameth mens {pirits to haverefpe& to all Gods Commandments. 
And we have had much experience of it, that men of approved ‘pietie in the 
jndgement of fome have been found too light, not onely in the judgement of 
others, but even of their own confciences, when they have come to triall in of@ 
fering themfelves to be members of Churches, with fuch a blefling hath Gad fol- 
fowed this order of taking hold of Church-Covenant by publick profeffion’ of 
faith and repentance before men be admitted to the feales ; but this nteanes’ of 
difcoverie of mens pietie and finceritie would be utterly loft, ifmen fhould be ad- 
mitted unto the Lords table without entring in Church-fellowthip. | 
| . Reply, | 
5 it be repugnantto Divine Inftitution to admit of approved Chriftians law. 
A fully baptized, walking in the faich, members of the vifible Churches, and 
7 aah tee pa partakers of Church priviledges among usto the Lords 
nience do arife fometimes SUpper, or their children to baptifme, becaufe they 
through mans ¢orruptionit be not entred into Church fellowfhip according to 
fliould' be otherwifes and we your order, then it is unlawfall though no fuch evil! 


mutt ever confider of the confequences areto be feared. 
nature of Gods ordinances 


| in their right ufe, &c. Kob. againit Ber, pa. 243. 


But if by accident fome abufe fhould fall out, the evill is to be prevented byall — 
Refpondit caam nul. Jawfull meanes : but the faithfull are not utterly tobe de- 
Fra cvhioie 3 ai i barred of the order of God, whereto they have rightand 
ut qui ad ejus bapr. ye-. Uitle by his tree grant and gracious invitation, And no 
‘nirent cam peccatorum ueltion but the feales ofthe Covenant may be profaned 
agnitione nec ip(e pote~ many times when it is notin the power of the difpenfers 
Soe Ae tee eee. to put back or expell fach as profane them. Ifthe Con- 
Ser Asin RL digni. Beva gregation fhall admit of, or tolerate an unworthy mem- 

de Presb. p 23. ~~ ber, the Churches priviledges are profaned; and yet we 


conceive 
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conceive you will fay the Paftor isnot faulty in receiving him, when the Church 
doth tolerate unworthily, if he do what pertaineth to his office to keep the ho- 
ly things of God front contempt, But inthe cafe propounded there is no feare 
or danger of fuch confequences neceffarie to follow: for the queftion is not of all 
forts at randame, but of Chriltians protefling thefaithin- Rede fane: quis illos 2 
' tirely, lawfully baptifed, known, and approved to the /acris probibuerat, gc, 


confciences of the wife and judicious vifible members of 
theChurches of Chrift among us often admitted to the 
Lords Table, whether thefe either fufficiently knowne 
unto you, or orderly recommended may upon defire and 


-fuite themfelves be admitted to communicate in the Lords 


Supper, and their children to be baptized, what feare is 
there now that the extraordinarie office of the Apoftles, | 
and the ordinarie office of Paftors and Teachers fhall be 
much orlittle confounded ?. Is this to take as illimited 
power as the Apoftles did ia the execution of their office? 
How thal this tend to abrogate the diftin&ion of Church 
Affemblies from the confufed multitude > or how is the 


etfi fit tam fceleratus 
quifpiam quam effe ex~ 
iftimatur tum fi tale jus 
ditium fibi quifque fi 
mat que mox fuerit Ee- 
clefie facies? fed preterea 
tenendum eff iftud in 
hoc negotio inita cujuf~ 


piam conf. non proba= 


bilas velam alterius 
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- profanation of the feals thereby indangered ? de damnofum fuiffet. 1d. 
~ You aske if without refpect to their Church eftate p.80. | 
_ men ofapproved pietie (as we fay ) are to be admitted into fellowfhip in the 
deals, how fhall their pietie be approved to the Church, not by.their own report 
| of themfelves alone, &c, Donotyou fay the fame, That there be many godly. 
~ perfons, and of approved pietie among us, who'are not approved by their own 
_ report of themfelves (unleffe ye will take their wifedome, faith, patience, cou- 
_ wage, contlancie, and holineffe of Jife for their report ) approved , we fay by as 
ample and fufficient teftimonie as the Apoftles exa&ted of them whom they re- 
_ ceived into Church fellowfhip, or can be required of members admitted unto 


_ the priviledges ofthe Church, if men will follow the Lords dire@ion,oras you. 


can give to ordinances members of your focieties, You profefle high refpet of 
your brethren in old Exg/and , but itfeemes you judge them infufficient to give 
_ orderly teftinronie of the finceritie and uprightnefle of approved Chriftians,well 
Known unto them, and living among them, which two cannot well agree, We 
| {peake not of fuch who againft light refufe to profeffe fubjeion to the Gofpel 
_ of Chrift to joyne them(felves orderly in fellowfhip with fome approved Church: 
| Bavof fuch as do with all readinefle profeffe fabjeCtion, and walk accordingly, 
_ and heartily defireto joyn themfelves to the moft pure and compleat Churches 
fo farre as they are taught of God, or have Opportunitie thereunto. And if ex- 
ception be ken againftthem onely, who refufe againft light to fabmit them- 
| felves to the Gofpel; by whatrule do you proceed when you judge men to re- 
| fufe againf light, or debarre them who do not refule againft confcience, but for 
jack 
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lacKe of opportunitie. Nodoubt (as you fay) but now and then aman of ap- 
proved pietic in the judgement of fome may be found too light, yea and inthe 
judgement of his owne confcience when he hath come totrialJ. And no queftion 
but many have been admitted by the Church, who indeed and truth are muth 
too light ; and fome refufed who deferved better then they that caft them off, 
we will not difpute what errours have been committed , nor what blefling ye 
have found upon your proceedings ; we heartily befeech the Lord to keep your 
congregation pure, make his ordinances more and more effeCtuall, go before 
you in the way wherein you fhould walk, and multiply his mercies upon youin 
the fame. But this we are perfwaded, and therefore we f{peak, that in debarring 


godly Chriftians from the Lords Supper, and much more the children of thofe 


parents who are in covenant with God, from holy baptifme you exceed your 
conimiflion you have received from God, and go beyond your due bounds, And 
notwithftanding your circum{pe€&tion more worthy-and faithfull Chriftians 
have been denied when of lefle worth, and meaner {ufficiencies have pafled, and 
been by you received, | 


eAnlw. 6. Confid, 
W Oxe have power to difpence the Seales but they that are ealled to the office 
=~ of Miniftery ; and no mancan be fo called till firft there Be a Church to call 
him, feeing the power of calling Minifters is given by Chrift unto 
the Church;and thence it follows, that all thofe that defire to par- 
take of the Seales, are bound tojoyne themfelves in Church ftate, 
that fo they may calla Minifter to difpenfe the Seales unto them, And this dutie 
by the appointment of God lieth not onely upon fome Chriftians, but equally 
upon all:ergo no Chriftian can expect by the appointment of God:to partake 
in the Seals till he have joyned himfelfe in Church fellowfhip, and in the call of 
the Minifter, And indeed feeing a Church; and a Minifler called by the Church, 
is of fuch neceflitie for the difpenfing of the feales, it may feeme unreafonable ~ 
that fome Chriftians fhould be bound to become a Church, and to call a Minifter 
that fo the eales may be difpenfed, and other men (when this is done ) have 
equal] libertic to the feals who refufe to joyme uato the Church, 


Demonfir. of 
Dife, ca. 4. 


Reply. 

His coriclufion is not to the onan propounded, for we fpeake of fuch as 
cannot, not of fuch as refufe to joyne themfelves unto the Church; or if they 

do not joyne, itis not out of contempt or wilfull negle& of Gods ordinance, 
or defire of carnal! libertie, and not to bein fubjeCtion to Chrift, but for lacke of 
opportunitie, orthrough their fault that fhould admit them but dognot. Forif 
in any of your Churches you fhall require more of members to be admitted then — 
Chrilt the chicfe Shepherd of the flock doth, or prefic that upon their confej- 
. | ences 
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ences which they cannot confentunto , if they fhall fit downe quietly for the 
time and ferve God in private, when they cannot injoy Church priviledges, it is 
your fault and not theirs, And they may more jufily challenge the Affemblie 


_ asinjuriousand tyrannical], then you them as wilfull defpifers of Gods ordi- 


nance. Weaccuienot the wifedome and: difcretion of your Chuches, but we 
Know the zealous multitude may fometimes be rafh And when a reafonis ¢ra- 
ved of your judgement, why you do debarre the moft knowne and approved 
Chriftians which come over, and theirchildren from the feals of the‘covenant, 
we diflike you fhould put this note upon them, as if againft light they refufed 
orderly to fubje& themfelves to the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift :, What warrant you 
have thusto cenfure, what ufe of this manner of difpute we leave it to your god- 
ly wifedome to judge. Im the Confideration it felf there are many Propofitions 
couched together, which we muft examine feverally as they have reference to 
che conclufion intended, and then try whether it can be raifed from them. 

The fir ft Propofition, That none have power to difpence the Seales, but they 
that are called to the office of Miniftery, is freely granted. : 

The fecond, That no mancan be fo called till firft there be a Churchto call 
him, needeth explication. For by the Church you mutt underftand the com- 
munity of the faithfull, as they are one bodie, without officers or guides, And 
fuch a Church there cannot be withouta Miniftery to call and admit them into 
Church-fellowfhip. The Apoftles baptifed not themfelves, but by the help of 
others, & thofe not called of the people to be baptifed,1 Cor.1.17. The Apoftles 
appointed by eleCti6é,Elders inevery city or Church. And {0 there was a Church 
before Elders were fet over it,but this Church wasa focietie of beleevers by bap- 
tifme admitted into Church-fellowfhip. There can be no Church to calla Mi- 
nifter to feed the flock, and difpence the feals, till they have received the doGrine 
of falvation intirely, and by the feale of initiation be folemnly received into 
the focietie of men profefling Chrift, A company of men converted to the faith 
being unbaptized, may and ought to defire baptifme , but they havenot power 
to ele& and chufe one among themfelves todifpence the feales unto thereft for 
ought is to be found in Scripture : The Churches conftitution into Rob. avsinft 
which Chriftians are to gather themfelves mutt be Apoftolicall,and Bern, ikely 
not one day or houre younger in nature and forme of it, thus the veiwed.p. 40. 
frit Church of the New Teftament. But it can never be fhewed in Scripture thag 
any focietie of unbaptifed perfons did-firft chufe from among thema Paftor or 
Teacher by whom they might be baptifed: you cannot produce one example or 
other proofe in the Scripture, of one man teaching the Gofpel minifterially but 
he was baptifed, and a member of a true Church, or of a focietie who made 
choice of a Paftor and teacher, but they were baptifed perfons. 

The third Propofition, That the power of calling Miniftersis given by Chriff 
unto the Church, mutt alfo be rightly underftood:: xi by the Church muft be 

:  * Mean® 
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meant the focietie of the faithfull, not onely ingrafted into Chrift, fet into the _ 
ftate of falvation, and made heires apparent of everlafting bleffednefle , but fo- 
Jemnly entred and inrolledinto the focietie of Chrifts flock, and acknowledged 
members by free admiffion into the Seales of the Covenant. Againe, by the 
Church if we fpeake of ordinary calling, muft not be underftood of the faith- 
full alone, but their guides and officers together with them, who are to goe 
before the reft , and to dire& and governe them in their choice. Neither can we 
fay, that any two or three beleevers linked together in focietiedoe make fucha 
Church, as to whom the calling of the Minifter doth belong : but that right was 
given by Chrift to fuch Churchesas were gathered and eftablifhed by the Apo- 
ftles.. The Church hatha Miniftery of calling one whom Chrift hath defcribed, 
that from Chrifthe may have power of Office given him in the vacant place. 
But the office, gift, and power of the Miniftery, is immediately from Chrift and 
not from the Church, The Church doth neither virtually nor formally give 
power to her Officers but minifterially onely , as miniftring to him who hath 
power and vertue to conferre it. And this right of ele&ion is fo given to the 
communitie and body of the people, that ifthey have confented to give away 
their right, or ifit be taken injurioufly from them , thecalling of the Minifter 
notwith{tanding may be true, and minifteriall a@s done by him that is thruf 
upon the people without their confent may be effe&uall to their falvation. A 
wrong itis altogether to debarre the godly of their confent in the calling of 
fuch as muft watch fortheir foules ; but it makes not the calling it felfea meere - 
nullitie ; for then many Churches in the world within a few hundred yeares after 
Chrift fhould have wanted both miniftery and Sacraments, and they would have 
heen altogetherdeftitute of both miniftery and Sacraments for many hundred 
eares. 

z The fourth, Thatall thofe who defire to partake in the Seales , are bound to 
joyne themfelves together in Church-flate , that fo they may call a Minifter to 
difpence the Sealesunto them, will not follow from the former rightly under-- 
ftood,: We deny not but Chriftians are bound to joyneghemfelves together in ho- 
ly fellowfhip,if God give them opportunitie: but they mutt partake in the Seales 
before they can joyne themfelves together in Church-ftate, And fuch as for lack 
of meanes and opportunitie cannot joyne themfelves into fuch an eftate, or be 
difperfed by perfecution, or be deftitute of Paftors and Teachers, may fora time 
defireand feek to have the feales difpenced unto them by the Paftors and Teach» 
ers of other Societies, with whom they hold communion in the faith, The peo- - 
ple alfo who are deprived of right and libertie to choofe their Paftor, may defire- 
and feek to have the Seales difpenced unto them by him who is fet over them, 
Ifa company of Infidells fhould be converted to the faith, they muft defire to 
partake in the ordinances of grace before they could joyne together in a‘Church- 
way to calla Miniter of their own, who might adminifter the Sacraments oy 

; them. 
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them, To make Difciples and baptize are joyned together. And, 

if thefe Propofitions be allowed for current, a nation or people 5, whites 
plunged into Idolatry or Infidelitie,or otherwife difchurched,can- T siige 
not by ordinary meanes recover into a Church-eftate, wherein they may law- 
fully and according to Gods appointment defire or expe& that the Seales of the 
Covenant fhould be difpenced to them, rare 

The fifth Propofition rifeth beyond meafure, that no Chriftian can expe& by 
the appointment of God to partake in the Seales til] he have joyned himfelfe in 
Church-fellowfhip and the calling of the Minifter, Wee conceive you will not 
fay that children and women have to doe in the call of the Minifter ( for women 
they are debarred by their fex as from ordinary Prophefying , 10  Cor.ig. 34 
from any other dealing wherein they take authority over the man) 35. 
If fome part of the Congregation doe not confent inthe eleGion Tit.2.21,125 
of Paftors or Teachers, have they not right to expec to have the Rob. “Be Ber. 
Seales of the Covenant difpenced to themfelves or their feede > If 2” 7°°" 
the people be deprived of that libertie to. choofe or call their Minifter, muft they 
feperate from the ordjnances of worfhip there difpenced, and fronythe Congres 
gations as no true Churches? It fome perfons by the providence of God live iss 
{uch places where they cannotjoyne in Church-fellowfhip and call of the Mini~ 
fter ( as fuppofe the Chriftian wife, childe, or fervant ) nor lawfully remove to 
any fuch Societie, muft they and their children live as {trangers and aliens from 
the Covenant of grace, wherein they may not expeét to partake of the Seales » 
If Infidels be converted to the faith, muft they not partake in the Seales, becaufe 
they cannot joyne in Church-fellowfhip and call of the Minifter, before they be 
admitted to Baptifme? 

Here you fay the people muft joyne together in the cal! of the Minifter, before 
they can lawfully delire to be admitted to the Seales. And another. aob. ag. Bere. 
hath zealoufly affirmed ( It is a prefmptuous finin any tochoofe pa 239. * 
an Officer not trained up and tryed ( /cs/.) in the debating, difcufling, carrying, 
and contriving of Church-affaires, as alfo in admonition,exhortation,and com-= 
fort, publickly occafioned and fo manifefted ) Lay thefe two together, and letit 
be confidered how long many a poore foule converted to the faith muft be com= 
pelled to want the comfort of Gods ordinances, Befides, ifa people be joyned 
together in Church-fellowfhip, and have called a Paftor to feed and watch over 
them, wee defire ( not words but ) proofe why the poore difperfed Chriftiang 
wanting means or opportunitie to joyn themfelves together into {Ocietie, onghe 


not to defire and that others be not bound in conf{cience,to afford them the com= 
fort of Gods ordinances. ; > 

Ifthe Propofitions may ftand for good, Ifeare we fhall {Carce finde that ever 
in ordinary way, the Sacraments were lawfully difpenced or received in the 
Chriftian Churches of God fince the firft foundation of them.Now the premifes 
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being liable to fo many exceptions, the conclufion to be laid upcnthem, will fall 
ofit felfe. And thereunto wee oppofe the dire€t contrary, That Infidels con- 
verted to the faith, or godly Chriftians, formerly vifible beleevers, knowne and 
approved members of Congregations profefling the intire faith, and joyning to- 
gether in the lawfull ufe of the Sacraments for fubftance according to the Infti- 
tution, may and ought to defire and expe& the Seales of the Covenant to be di{- 
penced to them,and to their feede, though for the prefent they be not joynedin- 
to fuch Church-ftate and call of Minifters as you require. | 
eAnfwer 7, Confideration, 

Hat our pra&tife may not be cenfured as novell and fingular , give nsleave to 

produce a Prefident of the like care obferved.and approved by publick coun- 
tenance of State in the dayes of Edward 6, of blefled and famous memory , who. 
in the yeare 1550. granted fobannes Alafcoalearned Noble man of Poland un- 
der the great Seale of England, libertie to gather a Church of ftrangers in Lon- 
don, and to order themfelves according as they fhould finde to be moft agreeable 
to the Scriptures. Among other godly orders eftablifhed.in that Church, that 
which concerned the Adminiftration of Baprifme to prevent the prophanation 
of it we will repeate in 4/afcocs owne words. Bapti/me in our Church( faith he ) 
isadminiftred in the publique Affembly of the Church after the publique Sermon: 
for fecing Bapti{me doth fo belong to the Whole Church that none ought to be driven 
thence, which is.amember of the (Church, nor to be admitted toit who ts not amember 
ef it, truely tt is equall that that fhould be performed pnbliquely inthe Affembly of the 
whale (Church, which belongs to the whole Church incommon, Againe, headdeth ; 
Now feeing our (Churches arz by Gods bleffing fo cftablifoed by the Kings Maj-fiie, 
bhat they.may be as it Were one pirifh of firangers dif] perjed throughout the whole Ci- 
tie, or one body.corperate (as it.is called in the Kings grant ) and yet all frrangers 
doe net joyne themfelvesto or (burch, yea there are thofe who while they avoyde all 
Churches, will pretena ta the Englifh Churches that they are yoyned with us, and to us 
that they are joyned to the Englilh Churches, and fo doe abufe both them and us, left 
the E nglifh Churches and the Minifters thereof foould be deceived by the impoftures 


of (uch men ( and thar under colour of onr Churches) wee doe baptize their Infants 


alone who have adjoyned themfelves to our C hurches by publique confeffion of their 
faith, and obfervation of Ecelefiafticall difcipline.. And that our (hurehes may be cer. 
taine that the Infants thas are to be baptized are their feede, who have joyned theme 
folves thereto in manner aforefaid, the fasher of the Infant to be baptized ( sf poffible 
be can) or other menand women of notable credit in.the Church, doe offer the fafane 
to Bapti(me, and doe publickly profeffe that tt the feede of the Church, yet wee {after 
no ftranger to offer Infants to Bapti{me sn onr Churches; who hath not made publigne 
profeffion of his faith, and willingly [ubmstted himfelfe to rhe Difeipline of the Church, 
left other wife they who prefene their children to Baptilinc ymight in time plead hee they. 
: Bs 7 elong 
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: belong £0 onr Churches, and fo foould deceive the Englifh Churches and their Minie 
-fters, To thofe which prefented Infantsto Baptifme , they propounded three 
- queftions, the ficit was sere thefe Infants which yee offer the feed of this Church, 
that they may lawfully be here baptized by our Miniftery ? &e, Anfwer, Yea, This 
. Inftance is the more to be regarded,becaufe A/a/co affirmeth in the preface of that 
Book, that this libertie was by the King granted to them out ot his defire to fet- 
- tlealike reformation in the Englijh Churches, which in effeé&t you fee the fame. 
with our prattife in this particular. 


} Reply. 
He praétife of the Church of te ets in London, recorded by} ohn Alafco, is: 
farre different from your judgement and praGife, not in {ome by-circum- 
_ ftances, but in the maiae point in queftion 5 for your judgement is that true vite 
ble beleevers, baptized and partakers of the Lords Supper in other Churches not: 
_ yet gathered into Church-eftate or fellowfhip , have no right or intereft in the~ 
"Seales, ( they nor their {cede ) But this Church of ftrangers he'd no {uch opinion» 
as their own words( which yéu have omitted ) doe plainly fpeake. And Past. 
- teftifyeth ( fay they ) that by Chrifts Ordinance the Church it felte without ex-. 
ception of any member of it, is to be accounted cleane or holy. by the miniftery - 
of Baptifme, Whence we may eafily fee, that Baptifme doth neither belong to 
thofe who arealtogether without the Church, nor to be denyed to any member 
of the Church. Secondly, They held communion with the Church of England 
as one and the fame with theirs. For fo they profeffe : Yet nevertheleffe, that. 
we may openly thew that the Engl Churches and.ours are one and the fame 
- Charch ( though we differ fomewhat from them both in language and Ceremo- 
~ nies ) We doe not refufe that the £ nglifh may as publick witnelles of the Church, 
offer the Infants of our membersto Baptifie in our Churches, if they have both 
the ufe of our language and a certain teftimony of their piety, As in like man- 
ner our members are accuftomed to offer the Infants of the Engisjh to Baptifme in 
the Englifh Churches. If your judgement be this of the Exglifh Churches, your: 
judgement in acknowledging us members of true Churches , and prattife in: de- 
_ barring vifible beleevers and their {eede from the Seales, are oppofite the one to 
the other. Thirdly, This order was obferved by them to prevent the impoftures 
of fome, who whilft they avoyded all Churches, pretended to the Engli/h, that 
they were joyned to the ltrangers, and tothe ftrangers,that they werejoyned to 
the Exglifb. But you debarre knowne Chriftians. who defire to joyne themfelves 
with you,not to prevent impoltures of them who avoydeal! Churches: yea, you: 
debarre them as men having no right to the Sacraments , becaufe they be notin. 
Church-fellowfhip : and herein youcan fhew no prefident ancient or moderne, 
either from Scripture or Monuments of the Church: And as your pra@ifeis 
without example, fo without warrant from the ward of God. And this is the 
h Res eg maine - 
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maine reafon why we cannot confent unto you in this particular which We thus : 


propound, 


1 Reafon. 


Hat facred order which God hath fet in his vifible Church for all his Saints | 


_~ to keep and walk by, thatis religioufly to be obferved. But for men to fet up 
thatas a neceffarie order which God never allowed, approved, or commanded, 
is great prefumption. Now the Lord hath not ordained that a man fhould bea 
fet member of a particular Societie, or body politique of faithfull people joyn- 
ed cogether in (pirituall Church-fellowfhip by Covenant, before he be admite 
ted unto the Lords Supper, or that the parents fhould be a@uall vifble fet mem- 
bers of fome particular diftin&® body before their children be baptifed, They 
that beleeve in Jefus Chrift have received the word of promife and walk therein, 
they and their children are within the Covenant, and have right and titleto the 
Seales of the Covenant, but in their order, the infantsto baptifme,parents bap- 
tifed, to the Lords Supper. And ifinthat flate by divine grant they have intereft 
to the Sacraments, the Church in debarring them becaufe they be not yet grown 
into one diftin& feparate focietie of mutuall covenant, doth exceed the bounds 
of her commiffion, Fora minifteriall power onely is committed to the Church 
to admit or refufe them who are to be admitted or refufed by authoritie from 
God : But the Church ifthe thruft beleeving parents from the Supper of the Lord, 
and their feed trom baptifme;fhe denieth thefe benefits to them who by the 
grace and gift of God have lawfull right and title thereto. . 

1. For firft, the baptifne of fobs was true baptifmne, and truly adminiftred 
by him : And they that were baptized by him received the feales of the Cove- 
nant; and were efteemed members of the vifible Church : But fohn never deman- 

ded of them who came to his baptifme whether they were entred 
into {piritual] fellowfhip by mutuall covenant one with another, 
This was not then knowneto bea neceflarie and effential] point in the lawfull, 
due, and orderly adminiftration of the Sacrament, The difciples of our Savionr 

nade and baptifed difciples proteffing the faith, but not combined 
Tob. 2. and jneo Churcheftate orfellowthi p- The Apoftles commiffion was fir 
SEP hs 1g. to teach the Gentiles, and then to baptife them having received their 
20, do&rine:, And this they carefully obferved in the execution of their. 
miniftery upon grouhds and reafons common to them and us - | 
any man or number of men gladly received the doGrine of falvation » and gave 
their names to Jefus Chrift, if they defired to be baptifed forthwith they accept+ 
ed them, never excepting, that they were no fet members of a diftinG viftble con-, 
gregation. When the firft 3000. ‘converts, being pricked in 

came to ‘Peter, and the reft of the Apoftles 
Alt,2.27538. what foall we do? Peter ‘retarns this an 


Matth. 3.6,7. 


their confciences, 
staying. Aen and brethren, 
fwer, Repent and be baptifed 


every 
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for as foone as 


j not in Church-fellowthip upon commen grounds, it is not 
- effentiall to the lawfull difpenfation of the feales, that all 
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} every one of youin the Name of fefus, ec, For to yours the promife made, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, Gc, As {oon as the Samaritanes beleeved, Phi- 


lip Who preached the things that concerned the kingdom of Godgthey Were 


 baptifed both men and women, When the Eunuch asked of Philip, See AG. 8. 120 


wig fs y Z AG.8, 47, 
here ts water, What doth let me to be baptifed? he anfwereth notifthou & r1,; é 7. 


- beeft firft received asa fet member into a vifible congregation thow A@. 8.37. 
mayeft : but if thon beleeveft with allthy heart, thou mayef?. (an any man forbid wa- 


ter (faith Peter, {peaking of the Gentiles upon whom was powred the gift of 


the holy Ghoft) that the/e foould not be baptifed who have received the yo | ay. 


gift of the holy Ghoft as well as we? Atthattime it was notheldabar and py 16, 


fufficient to keep them from the Sacrament of baptifine,becaufethey 17. 


_ were not fet members ofa diftin& focietie, which ‘had it been effentiall to the 
_ Jawfull and orderly adminiftration of the Sacraments, queftionleffe ic had been 
_obferved inthe firft Infiicution-andadminiftration of them. Axnanias baptifed 
_ Pant before he was any fet member of a congregationall Aflembly, - 
_ Lydiaand her houfhold,, the Jaylor and his houfe were baptifed 

_ without regard to their Church-eltate, For in the fame night 3, 
_ which he was converted; he was baptized with all his houfhold, 

_ And this was done not by the Apoitles onely upon fpeciall dif- 


A&. 9. 18, 
AG. 16,14, 


; 1.Cor.3.17. 
penfation, but by others upon grounds and reafons common eee re 


_ to them, and all ages, viz. becaufe they were difciples,beleeved, AQ. 2. 41. and 


gladly received the Word, had received the holy Ghoft; were 8.12,13,37. 
called; and the promife was miade to them, and to their feed, He/v-conf.¢. 2¢> 


evento all them that were afarre off. Anelic Hpi 


neminem qul velit profiteri nomen Chriffi ne infantes quidem Chriftianornm bominum, @ 6s 


| Scot. conf. 6. 23. 


Now ifthe Apoftles difpenfed the feales to them that were 
Belgis. act. 34.Zen= 


gZerm, conf, de Bapt. 
: infant. pro. 44, 
partakers fhould be under fuch a covenant. If the baptifed -Argent.conf. ea. 19. 


| difciples, beleevers, fuch as gladly receivedthe Word, and S4*on, confef ca.r4. 
_ had received the gift of the holy Ghoft,then the feals of the 74/24. conf Sed ad 
_ Covenant belong unto fuch; and by the grace ofGod they 
_ have right and title unto thofe priviledges. ) 


Ufum yero 1p (ume 6, 


2. Aswe received the Sacraments from God by divine Inftitution: fo mutt 


_ we learne from him, how and to whom the fame are to be adminiftred » obfer- 
| ving what he hath commanded without addition or diminution, But we have 
learned from Chrift the Author of Baptifme, and the conftant praGtife of the 
| Apoftles ( the firft difpenfers of thefe holy feales who beft underftood the mind 
and pleafure of the Lord herein) that fuch as be called of God to whom the 
| promile is made, who havereceived the gifts of the holy Ghoft, beleeved in the 


Lord 
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60 The Reply to the Anfwer of the third anafourthPofitions, ~~" 
Lord Jefus, profeffed their faith in him; and repentance for fins paft with pur. 
ofe of amendment for the time to come, that {uch have right unto, anddefiring — 
it ought to be received unto Baptifme, and are greatly wronged ifthey be de- 
prived of chat unfpeakable benefit, 4 gin 
3. Bya lively faith a manismade a living member of Jefus Chrift, and hath | 
internall communion with him by the intire profeffion ot Chriftian faith joyned 
with conformity of lifein righteoufneffe; and holineffe, and fellowfhip of love, 
-he is a member of the vifible congregation or flock of Chrift,though no fet mem- _ 
ber of a free diftin€& independant Societie, And Baptifmeisthe feale of our ad- 
miffion into the congregation or flock of Chrift; but not evermore of our re- 
ceiving into this or that particular focietie as fet members thereof, This latter — 
is accidentall to baptifme; not effentiall, Iemay fall out to befo, butitis not 
ever neceffarie, nor isthe Sacrament'to be denyed, nor can we fay itis imper- 
fe&ly adminiftred where it cannot be attained. For the Catholique Church is 
one intire bodie, made up by the colleGion and agregation:of all the faithfull » 
unto the unity thereof; from which union there arifeth unto every one of them 
fuch a relation to, dependance upon that Church Catholique as parts ufe to 
have in refpe& of the whole, And this holds true, not onely.of found belee- 
vers in refpect of internall tellowfhip with Chiift their head, and fo one with 
another ; but of all men profeffing the trueand intire dodtrine of faith and fal- 
vation in refpeé& of them that hold and profefle the fame faith of Chrift, and _ 
worlhip God according to hiswill; whereupon it followeth that neither par- 
ticular perfons, nor particular guides, nor particular Churches are to worke as 
feverall divided bodies by themfelves, but areto teach, and be taught ;and todo — 
all other duties as parts conjoyned to the whole, and members of the fame — 
flock or focietie in generall : And fo beleevers profeffing the faith, and walking 
in holineffe, may and ought to be admitted to the Seales as a€tuall members of 
the. Church of Chrift, and fheep of his pafture, though not fet members of one 
congregationall Church, 
4. Not to infift upon thishere, thatit hath and may fall out many times | 
through ignorance, rafhneffe, or pride, of a prevailing faction in the Church, 
thatthetrue members of the Catholique Church, and the beft members of the 
Orthodox vifible flock, or Church of Chrift, may be no a&uall members of any 
diftin& Societie, and fhall they for this be accounted men out of Covenant, and 
their pofteritie be efteemed aliens and ftrangers: but if they bein Covenant, then 
are they holy in refpeé of the Covenant, and their children holy as pertaining 
Rob.againg to the Covenant, and have right to the Sacrament of initiation, 
Ber.pagr. Thus Mr, Rob, frameth the argument. The Sacrament of Bap= | 
Matth. 28.19. tifme isto be adminiftred by Chrifts appointment, and the Apo- 
reas : K {tles example onely to fuch as are (externally, and fo far as men 
eS oe A can judge) tanght and made difeiples, do receive the Word glad. 
and 2. 39. ly, do beleeve, and fo profeffe, have received the holy Ghoft, and 
| to 
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~ totheir feed. And thus the Church of God ever fince the Apoftles 1 Cot. 7.19. 


dayes underftood the covenant and promife, and their prattife in receiving be- 
leevers and their feed to the Seales ofthe Covenant was anfwerable; as might be 
fhewed at large, ifit was not a thing confeffed. Hereunto you anfwer. 
7 . ) eAAnf[wer. i 
V Vilere the holy Ghoftis given and received (which was the:cafe of the! 
Centurion) and where faith is profeffed according to Gods ordinance 
(which was the-cafe of the reft) there none may hinder them from being bapti- 
fed, viz, by fuch as have power to baptifethem, In the Inftances given baptifme 
was adminiftred either by Apoftles or Evangelifts, not ordinary Paftors: the per- 
fons baptifed, if they were members of Churches, had a right to baptifme in 
their ftate, and the Apoftles being Officers of all Churches might difpenfe the 
feales to them where ever they came, which yet will not warrant ordinary Ofh- 
cerstodothefame. Nor is it improbable but that-all thefe were tn Church-or-. 
der, e4ret,on e4#, 18, 1.isof opinion, that the Centurion had a conftituted: 
Church in his houfe; the Eunuches coming to Jerufalem to worthip, 
argueth him to bea Profelyte,and member of the Jewifh Church not 
yet diffolved: and therefore upon the profeffion of the Chriftian faith capable 
of Church priviledges at thattime, As for Lydia and the Gaylor it appeareth 
that in thebeginning of the Gofpel there was a Ghurch at Philipps which com- 
municated with Pau/ as concerning giving and receiving: Ashe ex- jay , 
prefly faith, before his departure was from Macedonia, which depare — us 
ture was immediately upon the Gaylorsconverfion. Ta which réefpe& what 
fhould hinder that Lydia and the Gaylor fhould firft be joyned to the Church, 
and then tobe bapti(ed though it be not mentioned in that ftory? As neither 
there is mention of a Chriftian Church, which Pa#/ mentioneth in his Epiftle 
to the Philippians, Atleafticis probable that Lyasawasa member of the Jewifh 
Church, becaufe the is faid tobe one that worfhipped God, But ifany man think 
they were not members of any Church -yet baptifed, though we fee not how it 
will be proved, yet ifit were fo, the obje& doth no whit weaken the argument, 
which {peaketh of the ordinary difpenfation of the feales, and not of what was 
done in an extraordinary way. Sothat fuppofe that in the cafes alledged, bap- 
tifme difpenfed to fomethat were not in Church-fellowthip, yet the examples 
of the Apoftles and Evangelifts in fo doing will net warrant ordinary Paitors 
todothelike. The reafon of the difference why Apoftles and Evangelifts. might 
adminifter Baptifme out of Church-order, whereasPaftors and Teachers may - 
not, isdouble. 1. Becaufetheir calling gave them illimited power over al! men, 
efpecially Chriftians wherefoever they came. But we do not find chat ordinaric 
Paftors and Teachers ¢an doan act of power, but onely over their own Church, 
which hath called them to'watch over them in the Lord, 2, Becaufe they ws 
I 7 aflifted 


Ag. 8, 27¢ 
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affiled: with an immediate dire&tion and guidance of the holy Ghoft, in the 

places of their adminiftration in the cafes alledged: But ordinary Church. Off- 
eers are to walle according to.ordinary rulesof the Scripturein the difpenfation 
of the Seales, and:not to expe& immediate infpirations and extraordinary reve- 
lations for their helpe in fuch cafes. This difference between Apoftles and ordi- 
nary Church Officers muft needs be acknowledged, or otherwile a man might 


- fronitheir-exam ple juttifie Baptifmein private houfes. 


Reply, . 


“FrHis'Anfiver ands of many parts, wherein things doubtfall are affirmed, and 
") that which nore weakenetit the force of the confideration before alledged, 


_ andthe Anfwer it‘felfe, then of the reafon whereunto itis applyed, For 


Pirft ,. If wherethe holy Ghoft is given and received, and where faith is pro- 
fefled according to Gods ordinance’, there none may hinder them from being 
Baptized, oz, by fuch.as have power'to« baptize them: Then either men that 
have received the Holy Ghott, and profeffé'the faich, be members of the Church, 
or Baptifme isnot a priviledge of the Church, thervit is: not effentiall to the firtt 
Inflitution of Baptifme, that it fhould be difpenced to none but fuch as were en- 
tered into Church-fellowfhip, or were fet members of a congregationall Aflem= 
bly, Then the Apoftles in difpenfing the Seales unto fuch,or commanding them. 
ta-be difpenced,did walk according to the rules of Scripture, and upon grounds 
common to them and us, viz. they admitted them unto the Sacraments whohad 
right and intereft to them,according tc the minde and pleafure of the Inftitutor, 
not extraordinarily revealed, befides the common rales, or by {peciall difpenta- 
tion and prerogative excepted from the common rule, but made knownein the 
Inflitution it felfe. And then thedifficultie remaining'is onely this, whether a 
Paftor or Teacher hath authorityfrom Chrift to difpence the Seales of the Cove- 
nant to one who hath right and title to them, and‘doth orderly defire that bene- 
fic becaule hie is not as yet received as a fet member of that particular focietie 
which your pra&ife in admitting of fet members of other Congregations unto 
the Seales doth manifefily: convince; For if- both have equall intereft unto the 
Seales, the Paftornpon lawfull fuite and requeft hath equal] authoritieto receive 
the one aswell asthe other. . 

Secondly, In the-particular Inftances given, itis not probable that Baptifme 
waSeverniore adminiftred by Apoftles or Evangelifts; For before the death of 
Chiifty the Difciples baptized when they were properly neither 
Apofiles nor Evangelifts : After the death of Chrift ( not toinfift 
upon conjectures whether any affilled the Apofles in the baptizing 
of the firftthree thoufand converted )it isnot-certaine, Whether Peter baptized 
AG, 10, 48, Cormbusand his family, or commanded others then prefent with 


him 
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The Reply tothe Anfmer of tbe third and fourth Pofitions, - 63 
him'to-baptizethem : the wordsmay be read: €¢ jaffit eosbaptiza- 
xi snnomine Domini, Syr, & Arab. Pracepit eis ut baptixarentur. jes fe a 
‘The Interlineary gloffe leaveth it doubtfull, Affeciis (uis vel a feipfo, Bop: cep. 2. 
_ Others are of opinion that Peter did baptize them himfelfe. Itcan- pa 260, 
not beproved that Philip and Ananias were both Evangelifts, when At. 8." 12 
the onebaptized the Samaritans and the Eunuch, the other Paul, re rite 
Paul himfelfe baptized but a few as he teftificth of himfelfejand rea- fot erins * 
fon to convince that others converted by his preaching were baptized by 'Evan- 
gelifts, we knownotany. Andif Philip, Ananias, and others might baptize fitch 
as had right and title to the Seales, being as yet no fetmembers‘ofany partictilar 
Congregation : and a Congregation deftitute of their proper Paftor; may defite 
another to baptize their Infants, and difpence the Sacrament of the Supper to 
them in that their neceflitie. And if the members of one Congregation may law- 
fully communicate in another, then may the Paftors of particular Congregati- 
ons upon occafion admit to the Seales of the Covenant fuch known and ‘appro- 
ved Chriftians, as have right and title thereunto, and duely and orderly’ require 
the fame; for of all thefe the reafon is like and perpetual]. Tak Ges 
Thirdly, Icis very improbable that the perfons baptized, were in‘Church- 
ftate or order. :If they were members of the Jewifh Church not yet: diffolved, 
_ thisis not to thepurpofe ; for men have not right to Baptifme;becaufe they were 
__ anembers of the Jewifh Church, but becaufe Difciples and (as you fay ) joyned 
together in Covenant, and have fellowfhip and calling of their Minifter , who is 
todifpence the Sealesunto them, And Baptifme is the Sacrament of initiation, 
not mto the Jewifh but the Chriftian Churches, Secondly, when you'fay, the 
Seales in ordinary difpenfation are the priviledges of the ( burches.There are no Minin 
fters but of particular Churches. Buaptifme andthe Lords Supper are tobe admini- 
fired onelyto the members of the Church. No focietic may lawfully defire the Seales, 
unleffe they have jayned inthe choice and calling of their AdinsSter, Beleevers not yet 
joyned in Church-order are without, Doeyee not in all thefe underftand a Chrifti- 
an focietie, united in a Church-way; &c. which cannotagresto _ ay 
the members of the Jewifh Church; not yet diflolved. Thirdly, Againk B.pa.88. HH 
_ The conftitution of the Church ( faith M' .Rebia. ) is the orderly colle&tion and i 
 sconjun&ion of the Saints into and in the Covenant of the New Teftament s but | i 
the members of Jewifh Churches not yet diffolved,were not in fuch conftitution, | 
If che Eunuchand Centurion were profelytes and members of the Church of the 
Jewes ; The Samaritanes whom Philip baptized were not fo. And that any Gen- 
etiles, orthe Gailor whom Paul baptized in the Apoftles times, were fet members 
eof a Chriftian Affembly before baptized, is very ftrange. If therewasaChurch - 
at Philippi, yet the Gailor who was baptized and converted the fame night, a 
couldnotbea fet member by folemne admiflion before Baptifime. It is faid the | : 
Apottles baptized thefe perfons in an extraordinary way, Butin this pra&tife of 
: K 2 the 
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the Apoftles two things are to be confidered. 1, The circumftance of the a&tion, 
_2, The qualitie or fubftance of the at, In fome circumftances the baptizing of 
fome of thefe perfons might be extraordinary, but the fubftance and qualitie of 
the a&tion was grounded upon rules-perpetuall and common to us with them. 
- “8, Thatis done inan extraordinary way,which by peculiar priviledge of dif 
penfation is made lawfull to fome one or few men, which is unlawfull to all o- 
“thers, not having the fame difpenfation, but where the ground and reafon of the 
_a&tion is common :.we mutt not.conceive the thing to be done in an extraordina- 
ry way by fpeciall difpenfation. What wasdoneby the Apoftles upon fpéciall 
_revelation and immediate direction, befides the ordinary and common rule, in 
_that wee are not to immitate or follow them,becaufe we havenot their warrant. 
-But-what.they did upon reafons.and grounds reaching unto us no leffe then un- 
tothem, in that we have the fame libertie, allowance, or commandement that 
they did walk by., In one and the fame action there may be and oftis fomething — 
ordinary, fomething extraordinary or peculiar to {pecial]l times or perfons. So 
it was in the Apoftles adminiftration of the Seales: but in every place where they 
came by illimited power( as you {peake ) they did baptize Difciples, if they did 
- baptizes this was proper to them,and could not be communicated to any others — 
by,them ; Forthere is no paffage of Scripture which teacheth this, that one Off- 
_cer may communicate his power to another, or doe that which particularly be- 
longeth to bis office by a Deputie_: But that they baptized beleevers profeffing 
their faith in the Lord Jefus, and repentance towards God, fuch as had gladly 
imbraced the Word, and received the gifts of the holy Ghoft : this was common 
to them with all Paftors and Teachers, becaufe they did it, not by power illimi- 
_ted or fpeciall difpenfation, butupon this ftanding perpetuall reafon, thatthe 
_ promife was made to them and to their feede, and to as many as the Lord fhalleall;thar — 
they had received the holy Gho§t, and the kingdome of heaven belonged to them, And 
if the. grounds and reafons of their pra&tife be common reaching tous, no Jefle 
then unto them, the practife it felfe was not extraordinary, To fay nothing that 
this Anfwer will not ftand with the former ; for if the parties baptized were fet 
members of particular Societies,the Apottles did not baptize them in anextraor- — 
dinary way, they did it by the guidance and diredtion of the Spirit, that is true, 
_but.not by-guidance, of difpenfation, or prerogative , whereby that was made 
Jawfull without {uch infpixation had been unlawfull. But they were infallibly 
guided to.doe that which was according to the word of God, and might ftand 
for our dire&tion : that in cafe it-be orderly defired a.Paftor- hath authoritie 
in his owne Congregation, to receive knowne and approved Chriftians tothe 
feales of the Covenant, hath been proved before. If the Apoftles difpenced the « 
feales onely to the Church, Difciples,faithfull, who received thedo€trine of fal- 
vation with gladneffe of heart, and were partakers of the holy Ghoft, then they 
difpenced the feales in an ordinary way, for fuch have -title and intereft to the 
| feales 


So. 
Ste pee 


pa TE TEE 


The Reply tothe Anfwer of the third and fourth Pofitions, 65 
feales by the Inftitution and appointment of God, And every Paftor by his OF- 
fice may and ought to difpence the feales unto fueh, within the bounds and Ji- 
mits of his calling: But the Apoftles difpenced the feales onely to the Church, 
Difciples, faithfull, &c. | 

2, AnArgument followeth neceffarily from particular example to a gene- 
rall ; when one particular is proved by another partigular,by force ofthefimili- . 
tude common to the whole kinde, under which thofe particulars are contained : 
But the pra&tife of the Apoftles in baptizing Difciples and faithfull, by force of 
Gmilitude common to the whole kinde, agreeth with the practife of Minifters 
receiving to Baptifme the feed of the faithfull, thougl: as yet not fet members of 
any particular focietie, In fome circumftances there may be difference when yet 
the reafon is ftrong, ifthe difference be not in the very likeneffe it felfe where- 
upon the reafonis grounded. One circumftance that is materiall to the point 
may Overthrow the likenefle pretended, and twenty different circumftances, if 

_ they be not tothe point in hand make no diffimilitude, Now in this matter wee 

_ fpeake of, no circumftance is or can be named why we fhould thinke it lawfull 
for the Apoftlesto baptize Difciples as yet being.no fet members of particular 
focieties, and the fame fhould be unlawfull in all cafes for ordinary Paftors in 
their particular Congregations, though it be defired. 

2 Whatis done by extraordinary difpenfation,that is lawfull for them onely, 

who have received fuch difpenfation, and by them cannot be communicated to 

others. But the Apoftles baptized by others feldome by themfelves, as hath 

_ been fhewed. aa 
4, Wemight arge the rule which a reverend Elder among you,giveth in ano- 
ther matter, (/cil.). Thofé examples which are backed with fome $ce $. D. Ape 
divine precept, or which are held forth in the firft Inftitution of an Sef. 12. pa. 
ordinance, being part of the infticution, or which were the con- 1521539154. 
fant lawfull ations of holy menin Scripture, not civill but facred fo bindeus 
to imitation, as that not to conforme thereunto is finne. For the Affamption to 
this Propofition, it is plaine and naturall: But the praétife of the Apoftles in re- 
ceiving the faithfull, Difciples, &c, is backed with divine precept, held forth in - 
the firit Infitution, and was their conftant lawfull pradtife , agreeable tothe 
practife ofall others who were imployed in that fervice ; Ergo, &c. 

5. Inthe firft confideration, you provethe Seales to be the priviledge of the 
Church in ordinary difpenfation, by this paflage of Scripture, Then they shat 
gladly received the Word were baptized: butif Apoftles baptize by extraor inary 
difpenfation in your fenfe this teftimony. is infufficient for that purpofe. 

2 Reafon, 
\Urfecond reafon, In due order, the Seales belong to them to whomthe © 
grant is given,viz-Baptifme to the feed of the faithfull, and the Lords Sup- 
per to beleevers,-able to try and examine themfelves ; But the grant is vouch- 
| K 3° fafed 


_ with Abraham and his feed was fealed thereb 
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fafed to the faithfull and their feed, forgiveneffe of finnes, fan@tification adop= 
tion, and what other good things are promifed in thecovenant of grace are the 
grant or good things fealed in the Sacrament, But thofe are Pranted co beleevers 
according to the covenant; and they are fo linked together, that under one pro- 
mifed all are underftood; and if one be vouchfafed, none is denied. When ‘God 
promifeth to circumcife the heart, the forgivenefle of finnes is implyed. And 
Pees when Circumcifion is faid to be the Seale of the righteoufnelle of 
Rom.10,6,7, faith, the circumcifion of the heart by fpirituall regeneration is 
8, 90 included, To whomfoever then the {pirituall gift,orinward grace 
Rom.4.r1. of the covenant is given and granted, to them the Seales of that 
Gen-17.61512 ‘gift and grantdoth belong in their due order. But the {pirituall 
spear: gift or grace which is the thing fignified in the Sacrament,is freely 
granted to true beleevers, who have received thedo&trine of falvation, and walk 
in'the wayes of truth and righteoufnefle, therefore the priviledges of the Seales 
belong unto them, To this you anfwer. : 
The fcope of the Apoftle in the place, Rom. 4. 11.18 not to define.a Sacra 
ment, nor to fhew what isthe proper and adequate {ubjett ofthe Sacrament; but 
to prove by the example of ebraham that a finner is juftifed beforeGod, not 
by works but by faith, Thus as Abraham the F ather of the faithfull was juftified 
before God, fo mult his feed be (that is, all beleevers whether Jews or Gentiles 
circumcifed or uncircumcifed) for therefore Abraham received circumcifion 
which belonged to the Jews to confirm the righteoufnefle which he had before, 


~ 


_ while he was uncircumcifed, that he might be. the Father of both: but de an 


one fhould think his circamcifion was needlefle if ke was Juftified by faith before 
circumcifion; he addeth that his circumcifion.was of no ufeas a {eale to confirme 
to him his faith, and the righteoufnefle which is by faith : yet as Juftification is 
not the onely thing that Circumcifion fealed,but the whole Covenantalfo made 
: Y; fo Abraham isto be confidered 
in uling circumeifion notfimply, or onely asa beleever without Church relati- - 
on, but asa confederate ‘beleever , and fo.in the flate and order of a vifible 
Charch, Though the A poftle maketh mentionof the righteoufnefle of faith as 
fealed thereby, which was not that which ferved for his purpofe, : 
Now that Circumcifion al{o fealed the Church- Covenant, may appear from 
Gen. 17-9,10, 116 whereyou may findthat Abraham and his feed, though be- 
leevers, were not circumcifed till God called them into Church-Covenare and 
there is the fame reafon & ufe.of Baptifme to us which ferveth to feal our juttifi- 


AG@o-2g, cation as circumcifion did, yet not that alone, but alio the whole 
Gal.3 iy 27, covenant with all the priviledges of ityas Ado ption; SanQification, 
Tit. 3.5. and fellowfhip with: Chriitin affe@tions, and the falvation of our 


et 30.23, fouls, and the refurre&tion of our bodies, And not one} 
t Pet.3.‘21. 
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8 Coras.t9. Covenant alfo-which isipeculiar to confederates.. According to 


thavofthe Apolile, By one Sportt we-are baptized snto one body, Cor.12. 13. And 
by one bodie he meaneth that.particular Church of (0vinthwhereunto he wri- 


- eethand faiths Now yeare the hody of Chrift, and members in particular, ver, 2 7. 


And ergoC@hurch-memberfhip is. required as well/to the orderly partaking of 
Baptifme asit was of Circumcifion. Nordo we find that. cincumcifion: was: ad+ 
sninifired to all that were in the Covenant of grace (asiall) beleevers: were )ibut 
onely-to fuch of them as were joyned to the people of the God of e4braham, 
Melchizedech was under the covenantof grace, fo was Lot, fo was fob and: his 
foure friends; yet weno where read that they were circumcifed, nor do beleeve 
they were. Sothavif Circumertfion was adminiftred to. none but thofe that were 
joyned.together in Abrahams familie, andito. the Churchof God in his feed; 
then may not baptifme in ordinarie courfe be adminifiredto any beleevers now, 
unlefle:they bejoyned to the Church of Chritt; for parvum par eff ratio. But the 
firftistrue, Ergo, the fecond alfo, 


Reply, 
PW He particulars in this Anfwer hath beenexaminedalreadie, and might have 
well been pafled over, becaule it is'tedious to repeat the fame things againe 
and againe. Two thingsare affirmed by you. 

1. Thacthe {cope of theApoftle, Rem, 4, Tr, was notto define a Sacrament, 
nortofhew what was the proper and adequate fubjetof aSacramenct, But this 
weakneth no part of the argument, for ifthe Apoftle do not fully define a Sacra- 
ment, nor mentionevery particular beneficor prerogative fealed in the Sacra- 
mient; yet he fheweth fufficiently towhom the Sacraments. in due’ order do ap- 
pertaine, even to the heires of falvation, tothem that are juftified by faith, and 
walkin the fteps of our Father Abraham, And. thus we argue from the text of 
the Apoftle, They that are partakers of the good things fealed in the Sacrament, 
to them belong the Seales of the Covenant, according to Gods Inftitution. But 
they that are juftified by faith are partakers of the good things fealed in the 
Sacrament, to them belong the Seales of the Covenant.according to Gods infti- 
tution. If Juftification be not the onely thing that Circumcifion fealed , thisis 
nothing to the pointin hand, For the gifts of the holy Ghoft is not the onely 
thing that is fealed in Baptifine : But youconfeffé in your Anfwer immediate- 
Jy going before, that they have right to baptifme who have reccived the holy 
Ghoft; and the reafon is the fame of Juftification. Befides if Juftification be 
notthe onely thing that is fealedin the Sacrament, it is one principal! thing 
which doth inferre the ret. For the bleffings of the covenant of grace in Chritt 
are infeparable ; where one is named, others are implyed : and where one is gi- 
ven, no oneisabfolutely wanting. (hrift # made of God wifedome, ors 
righteon{neffe, [anttification, anayvedemption: whom God doth jutti- ¥ Cory 5.30. 


fies 
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fie, them he doth fan¢tifie, and them he will glorifie, — 7 


2. The fecond thing you aflirme is, that not onely the covenant of grace 


which is common to al! beleevers; but Church-Covenant alfo which is peculiar 
to confederates is neceffarie to the participation of the Seales. This fenfe your 
words muft beare,or elfe they reach not the pointin hand : but this is that which 
fhould be proved fubftantially, and not barely affirmed ; and which (as we con- 


ceive)is contrary to the firft Inftitution of theSacrament, and the Jawfull pra- — 
tile of fobx the Baptilt, our Saviour Chrift, his Apoftles, and all others who 


are recorded lawfully to adminifter the Seales, In Gex. 17. we find the firt In- 
titution of circumcifion recorded, and that it was the feale of the Covenant to 
Abrabam and his feed, to them that were borne in his houfe,or bought with his 
money-: but we find no mention of any Church-Covenant befides the covenant 
of promife which God made with Abraham. There is no mention of any 
Church-order into which Abrabams family was now gathered more then fore 
merly. God gave circumcifion to Abraham and his feed as a feale of the righte- 
oufneffe of faith; but that this family was firft gathered into Church-order as 
you {peak we cannot beleeve, becaufe the Scripture faith it not whether Lor, 
Fob, Melchixedech were circumcifed or not, we will not difpute; but if they ree 
ceived not the feale, we cannot think the reafon to be becaufe they were not in 
Church-order as thofe times required, ifany fuch thing had been required, we 
cannotthink that either they were ignorant of it, or that they walked againft 
their light: But accordiug to the difpenfing of thofe times we judge as they were 
vifible beleevers, fo they walked in that Church. fellowfhip which God prefcri- 
bed ; and therefore if circumcifion had been the feale of fuch Church. Covenant 
as you conceive; it fhould have been given to them no leffe then to e4brahams 
family. But of this fufficientis faid before. Asfor Baptifme it is the feal of the 
whole Covenant, which the paflages quoted proveit to be. Whether it be the 
feale of our fellowship which Chriltin affliGtion, and the refurre&ion of our bo- 
dies, we leave it to your confideration : but that it fhould bea Seal of a Church= 
Covenant which is peculiar to confederates, that to usis very ftrange. That itis 


a folemne admiffion into the Church of Chrift, and that of necefficie it mut be © 


adminiftred in a particular focietie (though in the paflage to the (orinthians the 
myfticall bodie of Chrift be underftood) will eafily be granted. But that it is the 
feale of any other covenant but the covenant of grace we cannot digeft, | 
TheSacramentsare of God,and we muft learne of God for what end and 
ufe they were ordained, But by the Inftitution ot Baptifme recorded in Scrip- 
ture we have learned it belongeth to the faithful, to difciples, to. them that are 
called of God: andas for any other covenant ncceflarie to the right participa 
tion of .the Seales, there is deep filence of it inthe Inititution, in the Jawfull and 
approved praétife of the firft difpenfers of thefe facred myfteries. Enough hath 
been faid to this matter alreadie, but we will conclude it with the words of that 


~ reverend 
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“peverend Author whom we have cited many times before upon o¢cafion.eAfter= 
wards (faith he) fobn the Baptift walked in the fame fepss and by the fame ru ade 
miniftred baptifme in the Church whereof be was amember required of ys 41 5 6 oh 
all that came to his baptifme a preteen of repentance, and amendment Maik AB oF 
| of life for remiffion of finnes w ereof baptifime Was a feale,and preached Luk.13.3.¥6. 
Chrift te them. This order our Lord Jefus Chrift after his refurre&tton eftablith 
ed to continue in the Chriftian Churches, giving a commiflion to Matth. 28. 19, 
his Di(ciples to preach the Gofpel to the Gentiles, and to gather 5°. c¢. 1, 
all fuch as fhould beleeve through the world, a8a teftimonie to sah? 
chem, that the righteoufnelle of faith did belong tothem alfo, and not to the 
Church of the Jews onely. Accordingly the Apoftles and fervants of Chrift 
werecarefull to obferve this rule in their adminiftring baptifme. Thus Peter 
when he faw thofe three thoufand fouls pricked In their hearts, preached unto 
them concerning repentance, remiffion of fin, Chrift, the promife, a 
baptéfme, faith, amendment of life, baptifed thofe that gladly re- 
ceived his word, and teftified the fame by joyning together in the profeffion 
thereof Thefamecourfe Philip took with the Church that was 
gathered in Samaria,where many were baptized,but nonetill they AG. 8.12.14. 
~ profeffed their beliefe of the Gofpel , and their receiving of the Word of God. 
And therefore itis {aid exprefly > When they beleeved Philip preaching the thing s 
concerning the kingdome of God, and the name of fefus Chrift, they were baptifed 
hoth men and women. When Ananias was commanded to go and ; 
-baptife Paul, he objeded againkt it at firtt, till the Lord affured A& 9.11-17. 
‘him that he was oneto whom the Seale of the Covenant belonged , and then he 
| wentand did tc. | 

When Peter.and thofe that came with him faw that the holy Ghof fell on 
(Cornelius, and thofe that were affembled at that time in hishoufe, yo... 45-48 
whileft he fpake thefe words, To bim give all the Prophets Wwitnelfe, 43-45. 
that through the Name of Fe[us whofoever beleeveth on him foall receive remiffion of 
finnes. “Peter demanded, (42 any man forbid water that thefe foonld not be baptifed, 
which have received rhe holy Ghoft as well as we £ In this catalogue we fee profef- 
ion of faith and repentance required in thern that were admitted to partake in 
the feals ; but there is not a word of Church-Covenant, either in the Inftitution 
or adminiftration of the Seales before they were admitted tothem. That Chri- 
ftians arefolemnly ingrafted into the body of Chrift, and into particular Socie« 
ties by the Seales, is a truth acknowledged on all fides: but thatever it wasdee= 
med neceffarie, that a Chriftian fhould be a fet member of a particular Congre- 
gationall Church before he were admitted to the Seales, or that by divine infti- 
tution any fuch thing is ordained as neceflarie thereunto, that upon the grounds 
before mentioned we denie, and cannot accountit leffe then an addition to the 
snftitution, For if the Sacraments be feales of the Covenant of grace, and 
baptifme 
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70 The Anfwer to the fifth Pofition, 
baptifme by divine Inftitution belong to Difciples, faithfull, Saints, who have 
gladly reccived the Word of grace, are juftified by faith, fan@ified by the Spirit, 
adopted to be the children of God by grace,and heires apparent to the kingdom 
of heaven ; thento debarre fuch from the Seales, and their feed from Baptifine, 
hecaufe they be not in Church-Covenant(as you {peake ) isan addition to the 
ordinance of grace, and many Wayes injurious to the people of God, 


V. p Q. $ Lat Bf 6) N, = 


That the power of Excommunication is fo inthe body of the Church, that 
what the Major part fhall allow muft be done, though the Paftors and Go- 
vernors andthe reft ofthe Alfembly be of another minde, and that per- 

. adventure upon more [ubftantiall reafons. ti Ss 


etnfwer. 


F’ che Queftion had been, Whether the power of Excommunicati- 
on lies in the body of the Congregation , confifting of officers 
and members ; our Anfwer fhould be Affirmative, and according 
hereunto is alfo our prattife, and wee hope your judgement and ours are not 
different herein : But feeing the Queftion is, Whether it is [oin the body of the Con- 
gregation, that what the Major part doth allow that muft be done , though the Paffors 
ana Governors,and the reft of the Affembly doe diffent upon more (ubftantiall reafons, 
Our Anfwer is Negative, viz, that the power of Excommunication is not fealed 
in the Congregation, neither ought it to be fo in any of the Churches of the 
Lord Jefus, who ought not to carry matters by number of votes againft God, 
as this Pofition implyeth , but by ftrength of rule and reafon according to God, 
The power of the Apoftles was not to doe things againft the truth but for the 
trath, 2 Cor,13.8. and not for deftru&tion , but for edification, 2 (or. 10. 8 
And the fame may be faid concerning the power which God hath given to th 
Church, and ifany Church among us have {werved from the rule(which is mor 


Vid.Park.Pol, 
Ecclefiaftica. |] 
4.3.0.1 5,2 Ce 


e 


e 
then we know ) we doe not allow them in fuch a pragtife, but fhould be ready as 


the Lord fhould hel pe to convince them of their fin therein. 


Mi Reply, 

Wl "THis Queftion is much miftaken, for the demand isnot whether in the Con- 
gregation matters fhould be carryed by number of votes againft Ged, as you 

interpret the Pofition, but whether the power of Excommunication fo lyein the 


body of the Congregation as that fentence mutt proceed ix externo foro , accord- 
ing to the yote and determination of the A4ajor part, and fo whether power of 


admiflion 
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The Reply to the Anfwer of the fifta Pofirion, A 
admiflion of memibers doe fo refide inthe communitie, as that they muft be refu- 
fed whom the AZajor part refute, though the Paftors and Governors and part of 
the Congregation be of another judgement, and he admitted whom the Major 
partdoth approve, And though the Church hath received no power againft 
God, but for Ged, yet in the execution of the power no doubt the members of 
that Church may be of different judgements and affe@tions, wherein the one fide 
or other doth evre,and ts deceived. Now the Queltion hereupon moved is, whe- 
ther the power of the keyes be fo given and committed to the fociety ot the faith- 
full, as that in external! Court that a& or fentence muft ftand and be in force 
which the greater part fhall determine amongft them which hold the power of 
the keyes to be given to the Church. Some: diftinguifh . Fen Theol. libev. 
betwixt the power it felfw*" they givetothe Church, parr. de Pol, lib. 2.0. fe 
and the execution! and exercife ofit, which they con- .D. Apol. 17. Se. exam 
fine'to the Presbytery : ' Others give the power of the 4: >3 8,239, 2403 
Keyes with the exercife thereof to the whole body of b Rob. againft Ber. pa.182. 
the Church, or if in the difpenfation they attribute i two or three are meant 
any thing to the Officers, it is but as fervants of the pat ea Oe paces 
is i Set ie of Saints , with or 
Church, from whom they derive their authoritie. By without Officers. Rob.againtt 
Church alfo {ome underftand the communitie of the Ber, Certaine obferyations, 
faithfull, together with their officers and guides. And p. 4. Onely he that is of the 
here lyeth the ftone at which they cf the Seperation pp ieee ce ae 
fumble, and which we conceiveto be your judgement ¢y,; auekeves Be 9 bin 
and praftife, wherein we required your plaine an{wer, dome for the Cenfure can ade 
with your reafons, but have received no fatisfa€tion, mionith his brother in order, 
You referreus to M'. Parkers reafons to prove the and thofe degrees which the 
power of the keyes to belong to the whole Church, ie alae ae hele 
who are of farre different judgement from Mr, Parker to veceive ate to cut off any 
in the point it felfe; And if your judgement and pra- member is givento the whole 
étife be according to that of the Seperation (which we body together of every Chri- 
feare) youdiffent from him, and we cannot but dif- ftian Congregation, and not 


; to any one member apart , 
fent from you upon thefe confider ations. or to more members {eque= 


fired from the whole, ufing the meeteft number for pronouncing the Cenfures, Id.pa, 124-226, 


1. No power agreeth to the multitude or communitie of the faithful], but that 
which is given them of the Lord by his pofitive Law ; For the whole fpirituall 
power for the gathering and government of his Church is given to Chrift as Me 
diator. And if the power of the keyes be derived from, te +he brethren have libertie 
and communicated by Chrift unto his Church , of ne* in the ordinance of Prophe= 
ceffitie it muft draw its originall from divine pofitive fying, they have alfo libertie 
Law, and can agree to none but as it iscommunicated, i" the other ordinance of Ex 
Fives lin cous dleed power of the keyes with the communication, for they are 


L 2 execution 
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both of the fame nature; execution thereof, Chrift hath not given immediatel: 


Looke to whom Chrift gave to the whole multitude, but to fome ; 
the one key of Knowledge, “ s perfons and Off 


to them he gavethe otherkey °°FS defigned and appointed ther eunto, ’ Pernfe the fe- 
of Difdipline , Rob. againft verall paflages of Scripture,wherein power and autho- 
Bern, pay 2385 239. ritie of preaching the Gofpel, adminiftring the Sacra- 
ments, binding and loofing is given to the Church: and it is apparent that di- 
fin& feverall perfons are {poken of, and not the whole communities Goe seach 
Mat.28.19 28. 4! Nations, and baptize them, &c. Whofe finnes yee remit, they are ves 
Joh.20,21,22. mitted, Ge, Feedmy Lambes, feed my fheepe, Ge, Were thefe things 


_ & 21.1556. fpoken to the whole communitie, or to {peciall perfons? 


2. IfChrift gave this power to the communitie, was it from the beginning of 
the Church, or tooke it effe& after the Churches were planted and eftablifhed b 
the Apoftles, Not the firft, for then the Apoftles themfelves fhould derive their 
Gal,x. 1, power from the communitie and focietie of the faithfull , which 
Ioh, 21. 22, they did not, but from Chrift immediately, both in refpect of gifts 
Whit.de pout. and graces, their calling it felfe, and the defignation of their 
q. 8.6.2.3. perfons, ie | = | . 
_Icis faid the power.of the keyes given to tl ‘ Apoftles was given to the Church, 
In tuitn ejufdem tanguam fints & torivs. And itis true the Apofties were given to 
the Church, and the power they received was for the good of the whole ; but 
this is not enough. That power may be faid to be received immediately by the 
Church, asthe firft receptacle of it, and from it derived to others, But this power 
muft be inthe communitie as the firft fubje&, from whom it commeth to the Of » 
ficers, As the power of feeing is not onely given iz tuitu hominis , astheend of It, 
and the toram to whomit agreeth, butis i# homine as the firt fubje& from which 


atta 3622, & 4.1 it commeth to the eyes. The Apoftles and other Go- 


1 Tim. 3. 1§. Authoritas vernors were given of Chrift for the Church as for 
veorum pro dono quidem ec- their end, and all their authoritie was given unto them 
élefie achrifgo data ef? fed for the Churchas for the whole: but the authoritiedt 


non pro dono ab/oluto, ut Pe~ £1 wasimmediately derived from Chri : 
nes totam Ecclefiam refideat y Chrift, and is not 


scot Taran Ned pee dono tonal: in the Church as the immediate fubject, nor derived 
tionali, ut rectoribus ipfs from the Church, but from Chritt the “ing of the 
communicetur ad totivs edi- Church. The authoritie of Governors is given of 
ficationem , Park. de Polit. Chritt fora giftto the Church, but not for a gift ab. 
bib. 3. cap. 8. folute , thatit may refide in the power of the whole 
Clworch, towhom it is given, but fora conditional] gift communicated to the 
Governors themfelves for the good of the whole, It is one thing then to aske for 
1 Cor. 32,7, What end or ule the keyes are given,another to whom, To every one 
1. Cor. 3.33. 1s given the declaration of the Spirit for profit, 4, e, forthe good of 
1 Tim.3.1§. the Church. But was this gift given to the communitie of the faith- 
2 Cote4s 3. {ull firft and immediately >No; By giftand poflcfiion it. was piven 
so fome, but for ufe and profit ic was publick, After 
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After the-Churches were eftablithed it tooke not effe@; for then it muft be 
fhewed where Chrift committed the power of God;firlt to the Apoftles , and af- 
ter to the communitie of the faithful. But that isno where to be found in‘holy 
icripture, The Minifters and guides of the Church were immediate- ag, 20,28, 
ly of Jefus Chrift,from whom immediately they derive their pow- Eph. 4. 8. rr. 
er and authoritie,by whom they are fet over their charge,in whofe 1Co-12.28,29 
Name they muff execute their office, whofe Stewards, Legates and st he 
Ambaffadors they are, and unto whom they muft give an account, i tae 


Yea, Paftorthip is the gift of Chrift no leffe then Apoftlefhip, and that the more 


becaufeitis perpetuall in the Church ; every Paftor is not immediately called, 
but the Office and order of Paftors, the calling, authoritie and jurifdiction is im- 
mediately from Chrift, and not from the Church? cycce py baber juri[didtioné 
The Steward is appointed of the Mafter of the family. ab eo ¢ quo predeceffor, alio- 
alone, and hath all his authoritie and jurifdiction 74 non vere faccedit. But 
from him: Every Ambaffador inthe caufe of his am- : Spotl UR at RGN 
baffage doth immediately depend upon him from re : oe Sap dea. ¥ 
whom he is fent, But ifthe fun&ion, order and autho- fae ib Aah 
ritie of Paftors and Teachers, be immediately from Chrift, then itis not re- 
ceived from the Church’ as the immediate receptacle. Thus Proteftant Divines 
difpute againft Papifts. If Bifhops receive their power Fy: yigtor rel, 2. de pore fé 
and authority of exercifing immediately from Chrift, Ecclefie g. 2. Alphonf. de 
by mandate, miffion, and commiffion from him, then Ca/fr Ji. 2, ¢. 24. de infta, 
they derive ‘it not from the Pope. And if Presbyters .?4/¢t-W’ bit. de pont.9.8.c.t, 
receive their order jurifdiftion and power of execution from Chrift by his 
mandate and Commiffion, then they receive it not from the Bifhop. And by the 
fame reafon, if the power of the keyes be the immediate gift of Chrift to his Mi- 
nifters, then they derive not their power and authoritie from the people. It is 
ufually objeGed that the Church cannot convey what fhe never had, but the peo- 
plemay Ele@ their Paftor. Whereunto the anfwer isdireCt and plaine, Nothing 
can pive that which it had not formally or virtually, unleffe it give it as an in- 
ftrument miniftring to one who hath it, butfoit may give what it never had, 
nor iscapableof. A Steward may give all the officesin his Mafters houfe, as mi- 
nifterially executing his Mafters pleafure, EleCtorshave not evermore authori- 
tie over him whom they ele&t: but power and authoritie onely to apply that 
owerto him whom they choofe, The power and authoritie whereunto a Mini- 
fler is elected, is not in the people that elect him, but from Chrift the King and 
head of his Church, who out of power doth conferre that office upon him. If we 
confider what men give, or give not univerfally, ic muft be deemed that any men - 
can make Minifters,becaufe they give not the officesgi'ts, or authos Cham. panffr; 
ritie, which are from Chriit alone. , tom.2. lib.x 1, 
3., It Ecclefiaftical) and {pirituall power be in the multitude and %1°: (eet. #1, 
| LL. 3 commu=: : 
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The Reply to the Anfwer of the fifth Pofirions 
community of thefaithfull, the Church doth not onely call, but make Officers 


out of power and vertue received into her felfe, and then fhould the Chi 


a true lordlike power in regard of her Minifters. 
In the Church the Officers are the Minifters of the peuple, whofe fervice the people is to ufe- 
for adminiftration and executing their judgements, that is, pronounc: np ‘the jidgement of the 
Church (and of God firft) againit the obftinate.s Rob. againtt Ber.p. 136. Lhe Ofiters in the 
Churchare both Chrifts and the peoples Servants and Minifters,Id.p. 16,. 


itch have 


— For ashe that will derive authority to the Church maketh himfelfe Lord, of 
the Church : fo if the Church derive authoritie to the Minifters of Chriit, the 
maketh herfelf Lady and Miftris over them in the exercife of that authoritie over 
them, For all men know it isthe property of the Lord and Matter to impart aue 
thoritie, Didthe Church give power and authoritie to the Paftors and Teach; 
ers, fhe might make the Sacraments and preaching which one doth in order no 
Sacraments, no preaching. For itis the order inftituted of God that gives be- 
ing and efficacie to thefe ordinances. And if the power of ruling, feeding, and 
difpenfing the holy things of God, do refide in the faithfull, the Word and Sa- 
craments in re{pect of difpenfation and efficacie fhall depend upon the order and 
inftitution of the Societie, If the power of the keyes be derived from the com- 
munity of the faithfull, then ate Officers immediately and formally fervants to 
the Church, and muft do every thing in the name of the Church » Rule, feed, 
bind, loofe, remit and retaine finnes, preach and adminifter the Sacraments, then 
they muft performe their Office according to the dire&tioa of the, Church more 
Aines Belsenerv, tom, 0% lefle, feldome or frequent, temiffe or diligent, For from 
2.1.3.6, 1.Miniftri Ec whom are they to receive direction how to carry them- 
tlefiaftici (int Ecclefie {elves in their Office but from him or them from whom 
tanquam objetti cica they receive their Office, whofe works they do, and from 
quod carter whom they expect their reward? If their power and of- 
fs me nh eS 5h (2 fice be of God immediately ,they mutt do the duties oftheir 
(Domini 4 quo pen- place according to his defignement, and to be accountable 
dent minifiri fednullo amto God : But if their power and funGion be from the 
mode epifcoporum. Church, the Church muft give account unto God, and the 
Officers unto the Church whom fhe doth take to be her helpers, : 

If it be faid that God will have the Church to chufe Officers to execute the 
power committed unto her, The anfwer is, either God will. have her ele& offic 
cers of his defignement to do his work according to that power which he thal] 
givethem, and by his direction, and then they are Gods fervants, and not the 


Charches, and receive their charge and funtion immediately from God and 


not from the people: of he leaveth it to the arbitriment of the Church, to chufe 
according to their pleafure fuch as muft receive charge and authoritie from her, 
And then they mutt execute their office in her name to as fhall feeme good unto 
the Church, and neither longer nor otherwife, For if the Minifters of the 


~ Charch 
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Church be fubje& to God and Chrift by the intervention of the people onely, 
they have it from them, and not from God : but they preach or adminifter the 
Sacraments, rule, or feed, andif they depend immediately upon the faithfull, 
viz, two or three gathered together in covenant, they muft draw. what in order 
they are to preach unto them in the name of the Lord; For gine ip gatas ince: 
fron: him muft the Ambaffadour learne his arrand from ¢4 legationis fue im- 
whom he receiveth his Commiffion. We forbeare to prefle mediaré pendet ab eo 
the* confeffions and reafons of fuch as maintaine this opi- 4440 mittitxr,¢p ine 
nion, that the officers of Chrift be both of and for the peo- fe eg bdires: | ” 
ple, and thatin relation as the officers are called fervants, 5, jelehili. Bt ff 


the Church may be called Lord, a We denie theorder 
of Elders to be fuperiour tothe order of Saints, fince it is not an order of mafterthip bur of 
fervice. Rob.againft Bern. pa.20r. Tt were aftrange thing that mencould haye no command 
over their feryants, as I have oft fhewed the Church-officersto be her#eryants. Id. p.214. The 
order of feryants is inferiour tothe order of them whofe feryants they ares but .the order of 
_ Chureh: officersis an order of feryants,and they by office to ferye the peopte,Id.p.215.227. 


4. Moreover if the power of the keyesbe given firft and immediately to the 
community of the faithfull, what reafon can bealledged why in defe& of Off- 
cersthe Church might not rule, governe, feed, bind, loofe, preach and admini- 
_ fter the Sacraments, or ifany failein any office, why the might not fupply that 

want by her power. For the power of the keyes doth containe, both authority 
_ and exercife, power being given to thisend, that ic might be exercifed as it is 
 vouchfafed, But the Church when the is deftitute of Officers, cannot exercife 
_ thofe ads of rule, nor by her power fupply the want of any Officer. Onely the 
hatha miniftery of calling one whom Chrift hath defcribed, that from Chrift he 
may have'power Of office given him in the vacant place. For thefe reafons (not 
_toinfiftonany more) we judgethe multitude or community of the faithfull noe 
to bethe immediate receptacle of Ecclefiafticall authoritie, and fo the power of 
excommunication not to belong to them. If confent of the Churches of God 
_ be asked in this point (to omit others )the Churches of Scotland {peake fully 
_ and exprefly for us, in the fecond book ot Di/ci, cap, 1, The Charch as it 1s taken 
_ for them that exercife [pirituall functions in the congregation of them that profelfe the 
_trath, hath a certain power granted by God according to which, it ufeth a proper Furif= 
| dition and government exercifed tothe comfort of the whole flocke, Power 7s an Ec- 
| clefiafticall authority granted by God the Father through the Mediator fefus C hrift 
| unto his Kirke, gathered, and having its ground in the Word of Gods and to be put in 
execution by them unto whom the [pirituall government of the Church by lawfull cal- 
_ ling ts committed. The policte of the Kirke flowing from this power 1s an order or [Pix 
ritual forme of government which ws exercifed by the members appointed thereto by 
the Word of God, and therefore ts given immediately to the office-bearers by whom 
it wexercifed to she weale of the whole body, 
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Vit aniverfam feripturam evolvat D. Erauius,nunquam tamen inventurum verba Ligandi, 
> Solyendi aliis quam publico miniSerio fungentibus,éy idem metaphoricé, divine videlicet 
cy fpivitualis poreftatis refpectu, tribui. Sunt enim judistalia hac verba. (yc. Bera de Presb, 


p 60.Sce Helvet. conf. cd.18, Sect. Nunc ergo (oc. Belgic. confeff. art.3, Argentinenf.confe 
art. 13. Bohem. confef.art. 14. » 
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VI. Posirton. : 
That none are to be admitted as members but they muft promife not to depart 
erremove nnle(fe the Congregation will giveteave. 


Anfwer % 
Or Anfwer hereto is briefly this, We Judge it expedient and moft:accord- 
&/ ing to rule, that fuch brethren as are in covenant with the Church, and 
ours as fellow-members, and have committed their foules to our charge as Mi- 
nifters, fhould not forfake our fellowfhip,nor obruptly breake away from us 
when and whither they pleafe ; but firft approve themfelves therein to their bre- 
thrensconfciences, and take their counfell in fo weightie a matter, For which 
we propound to confider thefe two reafons following. The former. is drawne 
from the nature of the Church-Covenant, which confifts in thefe foure parti- 
culars. i 
1. Every member at his admiffion doth openly profeffe, and folemnly pro- 
mife, that by Chrifts helpe affitting, he will not onely in generall give up hiny- 
{elfe (as to the Lord to be guided by him, fo ).to the Church according to:‘God 
to be direted by it, which is no more then the members of the Church of (M%z- 
cedonia, did ina parallel cafe,2 Cor. 3,5, but alfo in particular, that he will 
performe all duties of brotherly love and faithfulneffe to all the memibers of the 
body, asof diligent watchfulneffe over all his brethren, thereby to prevent fin, 
{o of faithfull admonition after their falls to regaine them to the Lord, from 
their finne, the former being injoyned, Hebr, 3.13, And the want thereof deep- 
ly condemned in Caiz, that would notacknowledge that duty of being his bro~ | 
thers keeper, Gex. 4..9. the latter given in charge to the Church-members of 
Ifrael by the hand of Mofes, Levit. 19,17. and fo by Chrift himfelf, -ALarth, 
18 15, And by Paul alloto the Galat.c. 6.1, 2. | 
Secondly, the ingagements are not made onely by the members admitted §n- 
tothe Church, but by the Church back again to the member, So that thereby 
the whole Church in general], and every member thereof in particular, ftand as 
well in confcience bound to performe all duties of love and: watchfulnefle to 
him, as hedothtothem; And this we do according tothe golden rule of love 
and eguitie injoyned by our Saviour, AZatth, 7,12, fearing that contrary pra- 
&ile of Scribes and Pharifces fo much condemned by Chrift, of laying ote 
urtnens 
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The Anfwer of the fixth Pofition. 69 
‘burthens upon others, then we our {elves are willing to undergo. Afatth, 23, 4, 

3. Thele promifes thuslawfully and mutually made,that member,as alfo the 
whole Church, are bound not oncly every one for himfelfe, a€tively to per- 
forme them; but paffively alfo to fuffer his brethren to do thofe offices upon and 
_ towards himfelf: If he negle€& the former,he fhall falfifie his covenant fo folemn- 
ly before God, Angels, and men made, and fo not onely breake promife to 
his brother, contrary to P/al.15. 4. butalfoin fome fort commit the finne of 
| Ananiasand Saphirain lying again{tthe holy Gheft, condemned and punithed 
-” feverely by Gods own hand, Ad, 5 .3.5.-10. If he faile in the latteryhe fhall not 
onely be guiltie of the fame finne of breach of Covenant with God and man as 
inthe former.; but fhall alfo be guilty of this folly of defpifing counfell fo much 
condemned, Prev, 12. 15.and:1. 7.and fhal! alfo proclaime this his folly and 
pride by fhewing to all the Church that he is wife in his own eyes, and leanes to 
his own wifedome both reproved, Prov. 3. 7. and 23. 4, Seeing need of no fur 
ther light to be held forth by his brethren, then what he apprehends himfelfe, 
which is one of the greateft properties of folly. . 

4. Fromall thefe things premifed, ic appearsthat we cando no lefle (and yet 
we do no more) then require a member before he depart according to our co~ 
venant thus lawfully, deliberately, and mutually made, to expreffe to his bre- 
thren his defire of departing, and the placeand focietie to which he tends, whe- 
ther to agodly Church where he may be edified; or to fome corrupt Affembly 
where he may bedeftroyed. And 2, his grounds and reafons which move him fo 
to do, which if they hold good being {canned by the Word, he may be not one- 
ly confirmed in his way by theconfent and advife of many, but counfelled alfo 
how to managehis departure for his beft comfort. And fo after all, folemnly 
with the whole Churches prayers, and bleffings in the name of Chrift di(miffed: 
But if his groundseither be none at all, or weake and finfull,and that his defire of 
departing favours of felf-will, inordinate love of gaine, rafh precipitancie, or a 
fpirit of fchifme, more ftrongly then of found reafon, then what can we do leffe 
without breach of Covenant, then in love and tenderneffe fhew him his weak- 
neffe, diffwade him from his purpofe, and refufe to confent. Yet if after all this 
we fee his {pirit ftedfaftly and {tiffely bent for adeparture;then though we dare 
not a&tagaintt our light by confenting or counfelling, yet if his finne be not ap-= 
parent, and danger eminent, we ufe rather (through indulgence in cafes of like 
nature) to fufpend our vote againft him, as not willing againft his will to detain 
him, abhorring to make our Churches places of reftraint and imprifonment. 
But ifany fhould obje& that this argument holds firme where this Church-Co- 
yenant is allowed to be lawfull, but with fome it is queftioned, and with them it. 
avails not, e4/. Some indeed have queftioned the neceflitie of our -Church- 
» Covenant, but none (we hope) of thefe our reverend brethren that-we writeun- 
todo quettion the lawfulneffe of fuch es ra being nothing elfe for -the- 
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The Reply.tathe Anfwer of the fixth Pofition, 
matter of it,but a promife of doing {uch Chrittian duties as the Gofpel of Chrift 
requires of all Saints in Church-eltate ; for we doe not herein promife to per- 
forme any. new.dutie to our brethren which was:not. before commanded us of 
the Lord, but onely revive. and,renew our purpofes afrefh of performing fuch 
duties. unto that particular body into which we are then incorporated as were 
before injoyned in the Word, asto love each other, and to watch over each o- 
ther out ofilove for their good, to be ready to give counfej} to,and to take coun 
Heb, x3. 1, fell from each other,to prevent finne in them, orto gaine them from 
Pro.t2. 29, finne, All which are plentifully and frequently held forth in the 
pe 5. 7-23. Scriptures’; for the defe& of which care and watchfulnefle, al] the 
Lovititat > body fhall be wrapt in the fame guilt & punifhment with the mem- 
‘Mar. 18.15, ber thatcommits the finne, as the whole Church of J/raed was in 
Gal.6, 1. Achansfinneand punifhment, 
Secondly, Its a thing very reafonable,and a knowne fundamentall rule in alf 
focieties, that he that is incorporate thereto, and fo participates of the priviled- 
ges thereof, fhould ingage himfelfe to conforme to all {uch lawfull rites and or- 
ders as are expedient for the well-being of that focietie, the contrary whereto - 
will bea thing injurious in him to offer, and confufion:to themf{elves to accept, 
The fecond ground is drawne from the neceffitie that may fall upon the body 
if every particular member fhould depart at his owne pleafure, For asevery fo- 
cietie, fo much more a Church of Saints, both from principles of nature and 
Chriftianitie alfo, notonely lawfully may,butin dutieare bound to endeavour 
the prefervatiomof it felfe, and Ergo timely to.forefee and wifely to prevent all 
fuch things.as would bring deitruction to it felie, Now it any member might, 
when, whither, and wherefore he pleafe without confent of the Church depart 
away from:it, this may: by. unavoydable confequence diflipate the whole ; for if 
one man may fodepart. why may not anotheralfo, though never fo ufefull in 
that bedy,.and: whofe abfence mighe much fhake the well-being ofit: andifone. 
\I why not two; fix; ten, twentieas well? Por where will yecttopfeeing any may 
i, plead thefamelibentie, and if members may {o doe why not the Paftor and: - 
i “Feacher-alfo?Seeing they are. tyed to himby the fame relation that heis to them, 
: and fo the principalls falling, the whole:building muftdowne: and if this may 
be foinone-Church, why not inall,andfo Chrilt fhould have no fecled Church: 
on:earth, | 


js Reply. 

T is onething- abruptly to breake away when.and whither they pleafe, and 
forfake fellow: thip, anothen thing notto depart or remove habitation, unlefle 
the Congregation will'giveleave, Alfo ic isone thing mutually to compound: 
and-agree not to depart frony each other without confeis and approbation, 
another to require a promife of all' that be admitted into focietie,that they fhall. 
not depart without the Churches allowance, If {uch a promile be required : 
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all members to be admitted, we cannot difcerneupon what grounds your pra- 
tile is warranted. Firft, youexclude.all {ach as be not fet members fromthe Sa-. 
crament of the Suppers and their children from Baptifine, and yet-hinder them 

“from entrance into Church focietie, becaufe they cannot promise continuance 
in the place where they are refident for the prefent, Here we defire tobe fatit- 
fied fromthe word of God by what you require it, Did the Apoftles ever ftipn- 
late with fuch as defired to be baptized, that they mutt abide in particular focie- 
tie, and not remove thence without approbation from the Church? or did they 
deny the feales unto them 5 becaufe they could not.make any fuch promife? 
Wasit ever heard of in the Church of God.from the beginning thereof unto.this 
day, that any fuchthing was propounded. unto, or required of, members.to be 
admitted into Church-fellowfhip ? That Church. Covenant which is neceflary 
was not in ufein the Apoftles times, but the Covenant they entred into bound 
no man tothis condition for ought we reade, They did not prefcribe it, no 
Church ever yet covenanted it as neceffary to the prefervation of the body, 

Secondly , Itpertaines not to the whole Congregation to take notice of , be 
acquainted, with, or judge of the caufe of every particular members removal, 


- May nota fervant remove from his Mafter to another Gongregation > or the fa- 


ther beftow his fonne or daughter in marriage to one otanother Congregation, 
but the whole Church mutt be called to counfell inthis matter > Ifthe Aflembly 
once grow to be populous » of neceflitie they mult be negligentin , or weary of 
fuch.an heavy taske ;,.and for the prefent,tor every one to challenge fomuch au- 
choritie over other is ufurpation. Letic be fhewed that ever by divine right this 
power wascommitted to the Church, and then we will confefle it to be expedi- 
entand néceffary. Buttill then we thinke the Church is over ridged in exa&ing 
fucha condition of the members, and the members themfelves goe beyond their 
nieafure-as bufi-bodies in other mens matters, and things whereof they.are not 
well.able to judge many times, ifthey arrogate fi uch power unto themfelves wee 
allow. not rafhneffe, or precipitancy, pride or felf-conceitednefle , we know itis 
meete that weightie matters fhould be manna ged by Councell, but it is not ne=' 
ceflary to bring every particular thing to the whole Church. Jn the multitude 
of Conncellors there 1s peace, but over many Councellors oft caufeth diftra&ion, 
and different apprehenfions breed delayes, The nature of your Church:CGove-« 
nant,.as you deicribe it, inferreth not a neceflitie of bringing every fuch bufineffe 
unto the Church; for-you binde your félves mutually to watch over one ano-= 
ther, andin love toiadmonifh one another in the Lord, to prevent finne and to 
encourage in well.doing, as it concerneth ‘every man within thelimits of his 
placeand calling. But this’ effentially tyeth not any rman’ to a perpetual refi- 
dence in one places for theneven occafionallabfence fhould be a breach of Cove-= 


— nantyunlefle it be’ by confentand approbation of the Church. 


You fay inyour: Covenant you promifeto performe no new dutie to your 
M 2 | brethren 
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brethren which was not beforecommanded of the Lord, butonely revive and re- 
new your purpofes afrefh of performing {uch duties to that particular body in- 
to which you are then to be incorporated, as were before injoyned in the Word, 
But in the word of truth, itis not commanded either expiefly or by confequent, . 
that no member of a Congregation fhould remove, or occafionally-be.abfent 
from the place of his habitation, before he have acquainted the Church whither 
he goeth, and upon what occafions, and whether the place be dangerous, where 
he islikely to be infeéted ; or fafe, where he may be edified. Thefe things are 
matters of weight and to be undertaken with advice, but the knowledge thereof 
belongeth not to every particular member of the focietie. And the Church fhall 
burden her felfe above meature if fhe take upon her to intermeddlein all fuch ocz 
cafions. Neither-is ic fafe to commit the determination of fuch matters ever to 
the vote of the multitude; or weight of reafons, as they fhall apprehend the mat- 
ter. And iffuch bufineffe mutt be determined on the Lordsday; and to goe be- 
fore the adminiftration of the Word, Sacraments, and almes, leaft 

Rob. ag. Bert. 4 holy things be polluted by notorious obftinate offenders, wee 
PA. 2 30° feare the time appointed for the exerci(e of Religion fhall be pro- 
phaned with unfeafonable difputes.- Inftances might-be alledged, if it were a 
matter to be infilted upon, | 

As for the Covenant it felfe which you mutually enter into, if therein you ex« 
a& nothing but what God requires both fortryall and ftipulation, farbe it that 
we fhould difallow it, but if yee-conftraine men to meddle with things thatbe- 
Jong notto them, and winde them up higher-then God would, and ftraineevery 
thing to the pitch that you feeme-here to doe in this branch a gadly and fober 
minde may well paufe before he make fuch promife, All members of the Church 
are not equally neceffary to the prefervatio of the whole body3& ifto the remo- 
vall of fome,it were expedient to have the cofent,not only of the whole fociety, 
but of neighbouring focieties, Minifters efpecially , it is very much to draw this 
to the removall or abode of every particular member, And if any man fhall not 
intermeddle with every bufinefle of this kinde , as queftioning whether it doth 
belong to him or nos ornot.aske the advice of the whole focietie, as knowin 
the moft to be unfit-to counfell in {uch a cafe, doth he break his Covenant there- 
in, and fo commita finne ina fort like the finne of Avanias and Saphira ? Judge 
your felves if in other cafes you would not cenfure this to bean high incroach- 
ment upon Chriftian libertie, and a ftri& binding. of mens-confciences by hye - 
mane conftitutions. May you not expe& to heare from your own grounds that 
herein you have devifed an expedient, or neceffary rite or cuftome to preferve -— 
the unitie, and prevent the diffolution of the body , which never came into the. 
minde of the Lord Jefts, the Saviour of the Church, and thatin fo doing (if 
your expofition will hold good ) you breake the fecond Commandement: 
Rites and cuftomes expedient to prevent confufion for the time, let them be ob- 


ferved . 
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ferved as cuftomes expedient, and what God requires in the examination or ad- 
miffion of members, let that take place according to the prefidents given’ in the 
Scriptures,and the conftant prattile of the univerfall Churchin the pureft times, 
But to preffe cuftomes onely expedient for the time, as ftanding rules neceffary 


at all times, and for all perfons, to put that authoritie into the hands of. men 


‘which God never put upon them,to oblige men to intermeddle further in the af- 


faires of men, thenthe Word doth warrant, to binde the confcience; and that 
under fo heavy a penalty asthe finne of Avanias and Saphira, where God hath 
not bound it, and to debarre known and approved Chriftians from the Seales of 


the Covenant, becaufe they cannot promife as fetled members to abide and ftay 


in the focietie, unleffe they fhall obtaine leave of the Congregation to depart, 
and to charge them in the meane feafon to be men; who againtt light refufe fub- 
jeCtion to the Gofpel ; this is that which we cannot approve, which yet wee fuf- 
pect will follow from your judgement, and defire to be refolved of in your pra- 
Gife. And here we intreat leave to put you in minde of that which you have 
confidered already, /chi/. That the Church and every member thereof hath en- 
tred into Covenant, either exprefly or implicitely to take God for their God, 
and to keepe the words of the Covenantand doe them, to feeke the Exod. 34. 37. 
Lord with all their hearts; and to walke before him in truth and Deut.2. 14. 
uprightneffe : but we never findethat they were called to give ac- &4. 3. 4 
count of the worke of grace wrought:in their foules, or that the * 9: 7 


whole Congregation were appointed to beJudge thereof.You fand Exck.16, 6.8 


all of you this day (faith AdZofes ) before the Lord your God, ec. thar Ni.23.48.50. 
thou frouldft enter into (Covenant with the Lord thy God, All the peow“"" £9° *% 
ple that were bornein the Wildernefle 7o/bua circumcifed; but it is ie 
sncredible to thinke that among that great muleitude,there was not one who did 
not give good teftimony of the worke of grace in his foule: We reade often times 


that J/rae/ after fome grievous fall and revolt, renewed their Cove- yoih 4.3.14, - 


nant, to walke with God, to ferve him onely, and to obey his 23,24, 25.’ 
voyce, asin the dayes of Jofbua, the Fudges, David, Samuel: Alfo ludg,2.8.1%. 
Foalb, Fofiah, and Nehemiah, ec. But no particular enquiry was : ipagrs 
made, what worke of grace God had wrought in the hearts ine oi 
of every fingular perfon, But the confeffion and profeffion of obe- 3 Chr.rs. sf 
dience was taken. When 7ohm Baptift began to preach the Gofpel, 2Kin.11.17, 
and gather a new people for Chriit, headmitted none to Baptifme & 236 3. 
but upon confeflion of their fines but we reade of no queltion that eC eake ‘ 
he put forth unto them to difcover the-worke of grace in their aS. 
foules, or repelled any that voluntarily fubmitted themfelves upon that pre- 
tence. It appeareth many wayes that when the Apoftles planted 4@. 2. 38. 
Churches, they made a Covenant between God and the people & 8.37.8 19. 
whom they received, But they peerinee men upon the profeffion of 17+ 1%219+ ! 
| ; faith, 


pa TE 


82 The Reply to the Asfwer of the feventh Pofition: 


faithsend promife of amendment of life, without ftri& inguirie what found 


work of grace was wrought in the foul, In after ages, ftrangers from the cove- 
nant were firtinitruGed in the faith, and then baptifed upon the profeflion of 
faith, and promiteto walk according to the covenant of grace. Now the pro~ 
ror feflion at firft requ:red of allthat were received to baptifme,was that 

wm "* 37" hey beleeved in the Father, Sonne, and holy Ghoft, This was the 
confeffion of the Eunuch when he was baptifed, J beleeve that Jefus Chrift.o the 
Sonne of God, The Creed is honoured of the ancients with glorioustitles,, asthe 
rule of faith, the fumme of faith, the body of faith, the perfwafions of faich: 
but by the Creed they-underftand that rule of faith, and law of faith, and intti- 
tution of Chrift which was then given when he was about to afcend into heaven, 
and commanded his difciples, faying, Go teach all Nations, ec. [vistrue, thatin 
after timesas occafion required fome other Articles were added as explanations 
of the former, to meet with the herefies of the times which began to trouble the 
Chareh, But for fabftance of matter in things to be beleeved, the Church never 
required other acknowledgement of them that were to be received into the con- 
gregation of Chrifts flock, and admitted into her communion. ‘And for things 
to be done; or the praGticall part, ‘fhe requireth of them that weré:to be received 
to baptifme an abrenuntiationof the devill, the world, and the flcth; with all 
their. finfull works and lofts. | 

The firft principles then of thedo&rine of Chrift being received,and the fore- 

faid profeflion being made, the Apoftles, and the Church following the example 
ofthe'Apoltles, never denied baptifme unto {uch as fought or defired ‘it, If this 
be the Covenant that members:admitted into Church-tellowfhip do enter jnto, 
and this be all you require of them whom you receive, you have the pra&ife of 
the Apoftles, and the whole Church in after ages for your prefident, But if you 
proceed further then thus, and put:men to declare what worke of grace:God 
hath wroughein their foul, in this or that way, which perhaps is not determi= 
ned by the word of grace, at leaft not agreed upon among your felves;webefeech 
you confider by whatauthority you doit, and upon what grounds you: ftand. 
But we will enter no further upon this matter, becaufe it comes not within the 
compafle of thefe Pofitions, and'to attribute fo much to’ private letters , as to 
make them the ground of another difpute we may not, i : 


oe 
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That a Miviftercs oa Miniter ofaparticular Congregation , that of they 
difiikebimanjuftly or leavebim, peceafeth to bea Minifier, > 
Anfwer,- © : 
UrAnfwer to this confitts in two branches, 3, In cafe-a Minifter be fet a- 
© ude by the Church meetly througthis own default, 2. By the gy 
Ras ciaule 


= 
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default withoutany defert.of his. In the former cafe it is evident he ceafeth to 
bea Minifter to them any longer, asappearsin foure conclufions, 

1. [vis clearefromthe Word,that a Paftor or Teacher inthefe dayes hathno’ 
Apoftolicall power over all Churches, but onely limited: to that one Church — 
where God hath fet him. Paa/ gives not the Elders at Ephe/us.a generall Com- 
miffion to goteach allChurches, but to go feed that one flock over which the 
holy Ghoft hath made them over-feers. e4@. 2.0.28.S0 Peter gives dire&tion to | 

“Elders to feed that flock of God onely which was among them, and take the 
over-fight thereof. 1 Per. 5.2. | | 

2. Itisas cleare thatall this power of feeding which the Minifter hath in that 
Church is nextly derived to him from Chrift by the Church, who hath folemn- | 
ly. called him to the work, and promifedto obey him therein: for if he have it 
elfewhere, itmuftbe either from Chrift immediately, or from fome other men 
deputed by Chrift to conferre it on him, or he mufttake it up of himfelfe, Nor 
the firft, for that was proper tothe Apoftles or Apoftolicall men, therefore Paul 
proving his Apoftlethip, faith he was called sot of men, nor by mens bur by- Fefins 
Chrift bimfelf. Gal,1, 1, Notthe fecond, for we never read in Gods Word that: 
any ordinary Officers, or other befides the Church; that had any Commiffion 
given them from Chrift to call Miniftersunto Churches, Not thethird, for no 
_ > man taketh this honour, véz. of a Prieft under the Law, or of a Minifter under 
the Gofpel, bur he thatis called of God, Hebr. 5. 4. Therefore it mult needs be 
| from Chrift by the Church, : , 
3. AstheChurch:inthename of Chrift gave this power toa Minifter to. be 
| what heis, and'do what hedoth amongft them: when {ach a Minifter fhall make. 
| and manifelthimfelf-apparently, unworthy, and unfit to difcharge the places 
which they thuscalled him unto, fo that they may difcerne that Chrittthe head 

of the Churcly hath re/ufed:him, from being a Minifter unto him, they may then 
uponas goodgrounds depofe himrfromit, as they called'‘him to it. 

-. 4, Whena Charch hath thus in Chrifts name put forth this power of fhut- 

i ting, as before it did of opening to a Miniiter, then he mult ceafe to be a Minifter 

unto themany more, for we know no fuch indelible chara&ter imprinted upon 
a Minifter,that the Miniflery ceafing,the Minifter ceafeth alfo. 

2. Inicafethe Church fhall without canfe, or {ufficient weightie canfe, rafhly | 
or wilfully fet him afide whom Chri@ hath fet over them, and whom they fo | 

| = folemnly called, and promifed before the Lord to fubmig unto, and fo abufe | 
| their power given them by Chrift; it is doubrleffe a very great wrong unto the i | 


| Minifter, andifinne againft Chrift himfelfe before whom it was done; and not 
- onely Chrift himfelf will take itill at their hatids, for fuch contempt done to | 
him jm his Minifters according to Chrifts {peech, Luke 10.16, He that rejetteth ff 
you, rejecteth me. And Gods fpeech, 1 Sam. 8,7. They have not caft off theebut me; 
But even other Churchesalio may admonifhthem. And ifthey prove obftinate 
therein, 
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therein, withdraw the right hand of fellowthip from them yand concerningthe 
-Minifter himfelf thus depofed, feeing it is donenot by Chrift; but by the Church 
without Chrift, yea againft the mind of Chrift, we conceive though he be by 
them deprived of the execution of his. miniftery among them, yet untill he ac- 
cepts of a call to another people, he doth yet ftill remain a Minifter of Chrift, in 


whofe account (notwithftanding {uch depofition) he hath true right of admini- 
{tration among that people. | 


Reply. | 2 
[ He quettion is of Minifters unjuttly forfaken, or driven fromthe Church or 
congregation: and your anfwer is for the moft part of Minifters fet afide or 
deprived through their own default, We never purpofed to {peak one word for 
any unworthy Minifter whom Chrift hath put out of office, and therefore your 
labour to prove that fuch jufily reje&ted by the Church are no longer Minifters 
might well have been faved. But fctting them afide, we will in few wordsexamine 
your conclufions upon which you bind the certainty of that fentence you paffe 
againft them. 798 
Firft, iciscertain and clear from the Word, that a Paftor or Teacher neither 
in thefe dayes hath, nor in any other age of the Church, ought to have Apofto- 
licall power over all Churches, The Apoftleshad onely power to ferve the 
Church with the perfonall fervice of their Apoftlefhip. -But. paftorall power 
of ordinarie Miniiters or Teachers they never had : andif the Apoftles had ‘not 
the power of ordinarie Minifters, much lefle can Paftors receive the power of 
Apoftles, for Chrift gave both the one and the other order, But as the Apoftles 
were.not Paftors of that Charch to which they preached , and among whom 
they, continued for fome {pace ;no more do Paftors become Apoftles if they 
preach the Word, or difpence the Sacraments to another flock or people befide 
their own, whereof they have the fpeciall overfight. But of this matter we have 
{ooken. before; and of thetexts of Scripture here alledged, therefore we will not 
repeat what hath been faid alreadie: onely it feemeth fomewhat ftrange, that you 
fhould cite thofe texts of Scripture, as if the Apoftle had faid, feed one flock, or 
feed that flock of God onely. For we find the word (one) or ( onely ) neither in 
the text exprefly,nor in the fenfe for which it is here alledged,viz. asifhe might 
not perform any minifterial] aét in another Congregation upon any occafien 
whatfoever. 
~ Secondly, the power of feeding which the Minitter hath is neither confined 
to one focietie onely, nor nextly derived to him from Chrift by the Church, 
The office and authoritie of a Paftor is immediately from Chrift, The deputae 
_tion of the perfon which Chrift hath defigned is from the Church minifterially, 
but neither virtually nor formally, The confent of the people is requifitein the 4 
cle&tion of Paftors.and Teachers we grant, the direQtion of the Elders going bee 
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fore or along with them 3 but the authoritie, office, and gift of a 
Paftor is not from the people or Elders, but from Chrift alone, 
When an Apoftle was tobe chofen.in the place of Judas, 4. 1, 
22, 23. no one had the handling of that bufinefle, but Peter declared unto the 
brethren prefent, what an one ought to be taken, and they prefent two, where- 
of one was eletted by fot. In this example (omethings are extraordinarie, for 
one onely was to be chofen, and that immediately by.God him felfe :and fome- 
things ordinarie for our imitation, Forif Peter would do nothing without 
confent of the difciples, thenmay not ordinarie ele&tions be pafled without con- 
- fent and approbation of the Church, but itis nota popular ele&tion,not govern- 
| ed by the tore-dire&ion of Elders, which is concluded from this paffage of Scri- 
| pture: buta Charch election by the free confent, and judgement of the faithfull 
with the fore- leading of the Presbyterie, When Deacons were to be chofeu, 4¢, 
| 6.1, 6. inthe Church of Jernfalem, it was done by the confent of the Church, 
| The mutinie of the Hellenifts againft the Hebrews occafioned that ele&ion, but 
| gas no caufe why it was made by free confent. The Apoftles fhew what perfons 
muft bechofen, and who ever thought the Church was left at libertie to chufe as 
fhe pleafe without dire&tion.’ But in this eletion the people did firlt chufe, the 
| Apoftles onely direéting whom the people ought to make chcice of : when mott 
| commonly the Apoftles inftru&ted the people, and went before them in the ele- 
. &ion, and they confented.e-4é. 54.23, The Apoftles by confent chofe Elders, 
and fo inevery matter of great importance belonging directly to the whole 
‘bodie of the Church; whether feverally in One congregation, or Joyntly in ma 
ny, the confent of the faithfull by obfervation of the Apoftles was required, 47, 
11,23.and15.22.and16, 4.1 (or. 8.19. But in the primitive times after the 
Apoftles, one Church might elect and chufea Paftor for another. As Igvatizs 
-~exhortsthe Phyladelphians, that they would ele& a Paftor for the Church of 
| Antioch, And fo when the Eaft Church was infected with Arrianifme, Baf/, 
| -epift. 69.70.74. thoughtit a fit meanes to remove the herefie, if the Bifhops of 
Italie being fent thither did,;condemnethe herefie,and he imploreth md oe he 

the aid of the Bifhops of Italy, France,and all the Eaft, Cyprian P13. 1. 30 
faith, all Bifhops {unt mutua concordia glutine copulatt : that if any hold herefie 
the'reft fhould help,” It would betoo long to reckon up examples which in this 
cafe might be produced. If here it be queftioned whether your election of the 
people beeffentiall to thecalling of a Minifter : We anfwer, 1, A thing is effen- 
- “tialltwowayes. Firft, asabfolutely neceffarie, {0 that the thing can have no ex- 
A iftence'without ir. Secondly; as neceflaric to the integritic of the thing, fo that 
} .icis maimed withoutit. 


Whit. de pont. | 
G01. P. 14, 


| Againe; either the people be few in number, and fimple apt to be led afide, 
I -umable to judge of the fufficiencie of their Minifter, or they be more in number; 
} 


increafed in wifdome, found in taith,and ableto difcern betwixt things that 
| N differ 
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differ. In the irk fenfe the eleGtion of the people is not neceffary- or effentiall; 
But in the cond we cannot fay he is no Minifter that is not chofen. by the peo= 
ple, but his calling in that refpe&t ismaimed, If the people be few and fimple; 
apt to be deceived, they fiand in more need of guidance and direction, both 
from their own Elders, and other Churches. If the people be many in number, 
fall of wifdome and underftanding, their libertie to choofe is the greater 5 andit 
isthe greater wrong to be deprived of it. The pra&tife of the Apofiles and the 
primitive Churches for many ages will confirme this 5 for fometimes men: were 
propounded to the Church to be chofen : Sometimes the choice was wholly left 
to them : and was not that for our dire&tion, that more libertie is given where 
the danger is leffé,and more reftraint and caution ufed where the danger is more 
apparent, that if chey be left to themfelves, either an ill or unfit choice will be 
made ?-In reafon this is evident, forthe childs confent is required in marriage, 
but the moreable he is to choofe for himfelfe , the more libertie may parents 


grant, the leffe able, the more watchfull muft they be ; and fo in this bufineffe. 


Brotherly focietie requires that we mutually exhort, admonifh, reprove and 
comfort each other as occafion requires, and as need requires. It is a dutie of 
Neighbour-Churches to lend their helpe to their brethren in the choice and 
Rom rs. 14. election of their Minifter, When the Scripture willech that one 
Web. 3. 13. fhould admonifh another, it 1s not onely a command to every fin- 
gular man towards his fellow, but alfo to any whole company too : another 
Bel, de (ier, forietie Bellarmine asketh, quo jure wnus populus Epi(copum alrersus 
Hi. t.t.7.  popwtielegere poteft £ Funins anlwereth; (erte charitatis jave CS Comp= 
Fun animad. munione fanttorum. And Panl when he teacheth that all the faith- 
contr. §.l. fA) are members of one myfticall body of Chrift , who ought. to 
Be 3, have a mutuall care one of another ,- laid the foundation of this 
Vo 2 spolacie. 

Itisablemih in the calling of aMinifter, if either the people be not fit to 
chook, or being fitthey be fhut forth from the choice, but this maime doth not 
make a nullitiein his calling ; for in every crue Ghurch wherethe word is prea- 
ched and received, and the Sacraments for fubftance rightly adminiftned , thene 
sea true and lawfull Miniftery, anda true and lawful calling of thar Miniftery, 
chough in fome thingsdefeGtive. Inthe Church of God all found and faving 
eruth isto be found, for itis the pillar and ground of trath, and where the true 
profeflion of all faving truth, with the rightufe of the Sacraments for fubftance 


isto befound, there ts the Church, whichordinarily cannot be had, maintai-  — 


ned and continued withouta lawfull Miniftery, nor that without a calling. The 
faving truth of God &a lawfull Miniftery, are both effentiall to.a true Church; 
Something of this remaines inevery compleat focietie that hath any thing of 
the:Charch ; and foreffence and fubftance they are true inevery true, lawfull, 
compleat Locietie, The:profeffion ofthe.cmth may be trueandifound inline 
ceflary 
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oeffary.andfundamentall points, though mixed-«with diverfe errors, and the 
Miniftery for truth and fiance Jawfull, though many wayes deficient. In the 
true Gharch there is atrue Miniltery, but chetrue Church hath continued there 
by the bleffing of God, where theelection of Minifters hath been given away by 
the people, or taken from them. In the primitive Church, when the people had 
a voyce ineshe choice of their Pattor., oftentimes there were factions in the 
(Churchythe people ttood againftth ir guides and challenged the whole power _ 
of election to themfelves. Sometimes they were divided ypeo4.hiftJ.4 c. 6. Aug E- 
among themfelves, Sometimes they gave away their pift.t 10.225 .Socvat.hif, 
power, at leaftin part, and fometimes Minifters were /7-6.34,35.39-Zovombifr. 
fet over them without’ their -councell and advice, /- phe d Ae ies bk 
whofe! Miniltery. noewithftanding was not reputed oe Aeereinl ite rE Se uy 
voydelandof' none‘effec. [fit be objected that many fun. animadver in Bel.cont. 
things were amifle in thofe primitive eleCtions , what 5.1.1.¢.7.mor. 16,17. Car- 


will follow thence, but that the Miniftery may be 7” reply rd.part i. pa.2z2. 
Jawfulland good , wherethere be many wants in the aap % eft Hh. 20titeEe- 
\manner‘of calling ? ‘If this be not granted, what fha - mt 
-bedone when'the people'and their Elders be divided in the choice of a fit Off- 
cer, Ifthe people prevaile againft their Elders, he whom they choofeis no Mi- 
nifter to:them, becaufe not choftn by their fuffrages: if the Elders again the 
people, he whom they approve is no Miniter unto them, becaufe net chofen by 
their faffrage ; And fo if there be diffention they muftfeperate from, or excom- 
miunicateone.another, becaufe he is no Minifter to the one whom the.others 
approve, The Orthodox Paftors did profeffe, fo that the Donartists would re- 
turne tothe true and Apoftolicall do&rine, they would not difallow their Bi- 
thops, that they might underftand that Catholigues did not deteft Chriftian 
confecration (as Awguftine fpeakes ) by humane error. The high Priethoed 
was boughtand fold for money, and fometimes made annuall, and.every yeare 
mew high Prieftscreated, Sicut sfti prafocts.quos fingulis annts promusanl veges, 
as Sol: Farchi faith, Thatasevery man would lay out more oF lefle money, he 
fhould get or lofe thePriefthood, which may be feene in the examples of ja/er 
or (Menelaus. | 
Nevertheleffe, {o long asthe Pewes continued 'the true Fo/. Antiq. le2o 6. 18.6.4 
| nail of God, the Priefthood was true alfo, The re- pe css He pieetis. in . 
formed Churches who have feperated fromthe abho= & 3 F it 
minations of Rome, profefie the firft reformers among nee pire 
them received fome ordinary calling in the Romane thol.orth.traéf.r. 9.8 Seth3. 
Synagogue. They that thinke the bafeft of Rome, will Gartw. Reply 2. pared. p42. 
acknowledge Baptifme unduely adminiftred by Prielts *73° 
wor Jefuites, to be for fubitance the ‘holy Sacrament of Chrift.. And ifthe Bap- 


tifme of God may be derived from the se it is no-abfusditie to thinke - 
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that 
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that the firft eekers of reformation derived authoritie from Chrift to preach the 


Word and adminifter the Sacraments by them, as Stewards ufed of God to {et 


them in that office: for the feekers of reformation derived their authoritie from’ 


God, and that which is inftituted by Chrift, is not made yoyde by the corrupti- 
ons of men. | : = 

The third and fourth confideration we will pafle over, becaufe from what hath 
been fpoken, it is eafie to underftand in what fenfe they may be admitted, and in 
what denyed, and we have no defireto trouble:you with the examination of that 
which falleth not into queftion, : : 

As for ths fecond branch of your Anfwer, that incafe the Church thal! with 
out ‘caufe, or without fufficient weightie caufe, rafhly.or wilfully fet: him afide 
whom Chrift hath fet overthem, yet he ftill remainesa Minifter of Chritt ( un- 
till he accepts.of a. call-from another people ) in whofe account, notwithftand- 
ing fuch Depofitions, he hath true right of adminiftring among that people: 
We know not well yourmeaning;if this be your minde that a Minifter lawful} 
called and fet over one Congregation, is to be efteemed a Minifter in the ufual] 
Church, as the particular Church hath unitie with, and is partof the univerfal] 
ot Catholique: and as a partie baptized is not; baptized into that particular 
Congregation onely, but intoall Churches; andthatthe Miniftery is one, Cu- 
qus a fingulis in folidum pars renetur, as Cyprian {peakes ; and therefore though 
the Minifter be unjuftly caft offby one Congregation, yet he is not to he eftee- 
med as no-Minilter,; we freely confent.. But if your meaning be that he is onely 
by right a Minilter of that particular Congregation, becaufe unjuitly- depofed, 
as formerly inthe execution of his office he was.a Minilter to them Onely, and to 
none other focietie whatfoever, or in what re{pe& foever 5 your opinion is con-= 


trary to the judgement and -practife of the univerfall Church , and tendeth to 


deftroy the unitie of the Church: and that communion which the Churches of 
God niey-andiought to have one with another ; for. if he be not a Minifter in 
‘other Churches; then are notthe Churches of God one, nor the Minifters one, 
nor the flocke which they feed ones: nor the Communion one which they have 


each with other, Andifthe Paftor derive all his authoritie to feede from the 


Church, when the Church hath fet him afide, what right hath he to adminifter 


oaméng that peoples. If they ere in their depofition, it is.trnethey finne againft 
-Chrift, Butas they give right to.an unworthy man to adminifier among thein, 
“ifthey call him unjultly, fo they take right from the worthy if wrongfully they 
depofe him. The Minitter is for his Miniftery the office for the execution, and fo 


the Paftor and the flocke are relatives : Andtherefore if their Election gave 
him authoritie among them to feed , their cafting him off hath ftripped him of 
the fame power which formerly they gave him.’ And his miniftery ceafing, he 
fhould ceafe to be their Miniftes, if he ftoodas Minifter onely to that Congrega- 
tion inevery refpect. rn 


i 
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“That one Minifter cannot performe any minifteriall actin another Coit. 
gregation. - | | | ME mp BIN 


You know by whom your'queftion hath been propounded touch-! sear 
ing one Minitters exercifing in another MiniftersChurch, and how it hath been. ; 
an{wered ;and if you fee more light and truth then. formerly, we would defire » 
you: : 
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 Anfwer 


a you take minifteriall att improperly as fometimes it is taken by fome, onely 


when the Minifter of one Church doth exercife his gifts of praying and prea~ 
ching in another Church, being by them(elves fodefired, Then we anfwer, in 
this fenfe a Minifter of one Church may doa minifteriall a& in another, which 
he doth not perform by vertue of any calling, but onely by his gifts ;and thus 


“upon any occafion we mutually perform thofe acts one in anothers Churches: 


But if you meaneby minifteriall a&, {uch an at of authoritie and power in dif- 
penfing of Gods ordinance as a Minifter doth perform to the Church, where- 
unto he is called to bea Minifter; then wedeny thathe can fo perform any mi- 


- nifteriall a& to any other Church but his own; becaufe his office extends no fur- 


ther then his call, For that folemne charge, 4é, 20. 28, is not to feed all flocks, 
but that one fisck onely, over which the holy Ghoft hath made them over-feers, 
If the queftion were propounded to any Minifter fo exercifing in an others 
Church, which was once to our Saviour by the chief Priefts and Elders: By hat 


power docft thon thefe things, and who gave thee this authoritie ? let that Minifter - 


whofoever he be, ftudy how to make an anfwer, 


: Reply, 


Tie preaching of the Word, publick prayer in the congregation met toge-: 


ther folemnly to worfhip God, and the adminiftration of the Sacraments,are - 


To baptifeisa . 


atts properly minifteriall (if any other) to be performed by power 
and authoritie from Chrift, 4s youacknowledge, forthe preach duty of the Pa- 


ing of the Word, and difpenfation of the Seales in your fecond ftors paftoriall | 


Confideration, But thefea&s one Minifter may performeinano- office. D. A- 


ther Congregation, or towards the members of another Church,. be oe = CEs 
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you fubftantially to confute what anfwers fome of you have returned to that 
- Byea Seige, Gemand. To admit (faith Mr, 7D.) thofe that are knewn members 
‘4.290. > of another ( burch to ( omindnion in the Sacraments npon fitting occa~ 
fions I hold lawfull, and do profelfe my readine|[e to pratis/« according ~ 
‘Apol. exam, of ly, Again, I conceive that (befides my member fhip elfe where, and the 
texts. p. 288. +i rh which thofe Churches give to known palfants of being admitted 
tothe Communion for afvort time) both bimfelf and the whole Church acknowledge 
mefor a member with them for the time of my abode in that fervice, which they tefti- 
fied by defiring the help of my publick labours, and their cheerfull admittance of me 
to that ordinance during that time without the leaft fcruple. And ifa Minifter may 
pray, preach, bleffe the congregation in the name of the Lord, and receive the 
Sacrament with them, being thereunto requefted; we doubt not but by confent 
‘of the Paftorand the Congregation he may lawfully difpenfe the Seals amongtt 
them alfo as need and occafion requires. 

That diftinion of preaching by office, and exércifing his gifts onely, when 
ge is doe by a Minifter, and defired ofnone but Minifters, and that in folemne, 
“fet,conftant Church-aflemblies,we cannot find warranted in the Word of truth, 
‘and therefore we dare not receivell. 
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